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| My Beloved Huarers, 
BS Eſpecially 
Thoſe of the Younger ſort, 


(Trace and Peace. 


wr ſets a very high value wpor 
CH (7 them; and Chriſt that bought 
= W them, though they coſt his 

210532 beart-blood, thought them 
worth his purchaſe, and that eternal glory 
or miſery that .is prepared for ſouls ſpeaks 
them not to be inconſiderable. Upon this 
account it's impoſſible that you and I ſhould 
#ſe too much diligence in the ſecuring theſe 
A 2 ſouls 3 


SY 


ſouls >, for this cauſe the _— of Chriſt 
can ealily over-(00h priſons, baniſhment and 
faggots, ſo that they may but be inſtrumental 
for the ſaving of ſouls, and delivering them 
from the wrath to come : This I hope is 
the ground that f an Carryme 0n in this 
enſuing Diſconrſe : This may ſpeak when I 
may not, when 1 cannot. I might give 
many reaſons of my appearing thus in print, 
1 nticht tell the world of the defgres of ma- 
ny, that by reaſon of the multitude could 
only ſce, but not hear. 1 might ſpeak of 
the want of time to deliver the fourth Part 
of what is here preſented to you. IT might 
tell you of the importunity of ſome of the 
young men that would gladly write after 
this Coppy « But I miſt profeſs all this would 
bave (grnified little with we 5 did 1 not find 
by that account which ſome give of the work 
of grace upon their hearts, that. the Lord 
hath owned wy poor papers formerly © 
Among others, that poor penitet Mnrthercr, 
Thomas Savage , which makes mc not 
without hope that the ſame Spirit which 
breathed life into my other IlTitiines, may 
pleaſe alſo 10 give a bliiſung to theje. I will 
2o0t ſtand now to auſmer the Vbjectaun s 
that tay be made againſt ite Publication 
of this S 6777408, I meer met with HIS, 
that 


To the Reader. 


that it is impoſſible that it ſhould be ſub- 
ſervient to the ſalvation of a ſoul, and 
therefore T think the coſl anſwerable, 1 
muſt confeſs, had it not been for a neceſ- 
fary Cantion or two, I ſhould have eaſed you 
of the trouble of reading, and my ſelf of 
writing this Fpiſile. The firſt is this; Be 
not offended if you find in the Toung 
Mans Fvuidences ſome expreſſions that may 
| ſound ſomewhat harſh, and ſome tantologies 5 
remember that they are word for word from 
his own papers, 4s he wrote them haſtily : 
conſider alſo that he was but young, and a 
ſervant too, ſo that it ſeems almoſt incre- 
dtble that one that had ſo much buſmeſs, 
fhou!d be able to redeem ſo much time as to 

| do what he did 5f this nature. Secondly, 
7 wonld it might be a little conſidered 
| what a hurry 1 was in when this task was 
| laid wpon me, and how little t:1me to peruſe 
} my onn Coppy; T beg yon therefore cam- 
# didly to over-look many miſtakes. As for 
p you. my acar fraends , 1 ſuppoſe a pardon 
#* eafily eranted. As for others, ſcorn nos 

_ aliner, contern: not the future bleſſed- 
neſs, ana make ſure of happineſs in the life 
10 come , and then 1 can ealtly bear your 
netting of me. Toung Men, 4 may be bold 
wth you 5 I charge you 4s you value 
43 the 
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To the Reader. 


the comforts of another life, forget not 
what an excelent example this precious 
Brother of yours gave you. Read this en» i 
ſuing Dijconrſe with ſertouſneſneſs, and let 
it be read again in your lives. Brethren, | 
you are my Joy and Crown, and if you 
ftand faſt, 1 live. . O make not my boaſt- 
ing void | How can I bear to think that 


any of you ſhould perſſh £ For Gods ſake, | 
i 


* 5 > —— 


and for your ſouls ſale , ſalſifie that Pry- 
verb, A Young Saint, and an Old Devil. 
Brethren, my hearts deſire is, that I may | 
ſee you all with that bleſſed Saint at ond 
right hand of Chriſt. Remember, your 
ſands run apare, and you are haſting into 
Eternity. O make ſure of that which will |} 
ſtand you in ſome ſiead when you die | OP « 
Secure ſomewhat to live comfortably upon} } 
in another world ! let your lives beſpeak* « 
you perſons reſolved for Chriſt, and Heaven | © 
upon any terms. Let your loyns be alwaics|| « 
girt, and your lamps be burning. Watch ye, * 
be ſtrong 3 quit you like men. Remember, 1 
Chriſt , Heaven and Glory are before you. * 
Sit not ſtill till you are ſafe in the boſom © 
of Chriſt. Con{ider that many ſet out fair. J 
and look as if they were bound for Lion, andy 7 
get founder in the way, I ſay again, make 
ſure Sirs, 1 expet ere long tn paſs upon 
F termity: 


To the Reader. 


Eternity 5 let me beg of you as you hope for 
our good meeting in another world , that 


4 you wake Religion your buſineſs, and 1a- 


bour to get every day nearer Heaven, En- 
deavouy not only to be Chriftians, but ſo- 
lid, experienced, and NY Chriſtians ; 
that ſo you may prove the glory of your 
generation, the credit of Religion, and the 
Joy of gray-headed Saints. Sirs, you are 
naw my hope; your«love, zeal and union, 
my comfort ;, go but on at this rate, and you 
are made for ever. Know this, now the 
eyes of the world will be upon you';, nay, 
that which # more, the eye of God u upore 
you, and will take notice how you improve 


| ſuch a Providence as this, T beſeech you look 


about, and let the world underſtand that 
you are not nominal Chriſtians, but real 
Saints. Will any of you ſend me ſorrgw- 
ing into the grave? ſhall I loſe my hopes, 
and comforts, and you your ſouls £ can you 
eaſily forget what was the pradice of this 
Toung Man ? do you remember what was the 
uſual ſubje& of his diſcourſe ® did you not 
objerve how holily, meckly and diligently he 
ferved his great Maſter © js there no weight 
In a Crown of Glory? is there no deſire- 
ableneſs in happineſs* is it a ſmall thing to 
live in the ſociety of God, Saints and 
Angels * 


o tne Reader. 


Angels? 1 am perſwaded you think theſe 
things conſiderable. Well then, af as per- 
ſons that long for Poſſeſſeor ;, which that all 
of you may enjoy, #, ard ſhall be the prayer | 

one that deſires not to count his life deax | 
fo he may but finiſh bis conrſe with joy, and 
meet you with comfort hereafter ; 


James Janeway. 


July 28. 
I 669. 


Dew Unſturg. 


; A Funeral 
SERMON. 


Rev. 14. 13- 
| And T beard a Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying unto me, write, bleſſed are 
the dead which dye in the Lord, 
from hence-forth ; yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt front 
their Labours, and their Works 
do follow them. 


| ZLIFYT is none of the leaſt works 

MPG. &S of a Miniſter of Chriſt to 
diſparage ſin, and incou-: 

rage hc lineſs, to ſet Life 
and death before our Peo- 
ple, and to- preſent (as 
ouch as in us lies) Heayen and Hell to 
their 
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(2) 
their view, and to perſwade them to a 
wiſe and {peedy choice; that when theſe 
Houſes of Clay ſhall be laid inthe duſt, 
they may be ſecured of an Habiration, 
not made with hands, that is, Eternal 
with God in the Heavens. The Apoſtle 
in this Chapter doth both, in the 10. 
Verſe he tells us what a Draught i Is pre- 
pared for the implacable Enemies of 
Chritt : they (hall drink off the Wine of 
the wrath of God, which is poured out 
without mixture, into the Cup of his 
indignation, and they fhall be tormen. 
ted with Fire and Brimftone, in the 
preſence of the Holy Angels, and in theff a 
preſence of the Lamb.The wicked mayfy i] 
drink, rear, and ſwagger, they may per-ſ 9 
ſecute the Members of Chriſt, becauſe} i} 
they dare not fo madly venture he war 
the Eternal diſpleaſure of God, as they} wy 
do, and lell their precious Bouls for 4 ex 
moments joy, and make light of dam-j th 
nation : but let them know, that for all? re 
theſe things God will bring them toJ]) 
Judgment; an Eternity of intolerablefjlif 
ſorrowes muſt pay for their ſhort plea. ſpa 
ſures. And hence it 15s the ſeriousffo! 
Chriſtian, that makes it his buſineſs toflGc 
avoid this dreadiul miſery, is _ Ve 
ie 
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tied that he doth not at&t irrationally 
and madly, it the ſcorn and contempt 
, | of the wicked World doth not frighten 
, | him; upon this account he patiently ſub- 
1] mits to any punifhment, rather than he 
ef will hazard the loſs of his Soul, and be 
>. | miſerable for ever; that word for ever 
>- | ſticks much in his mind, let the wicked 
tf laugh and be merry, let them pleaſe 
XfÞf themſelves in his ſorrows, he knows 'tis 
itÞ but a little while,and all will be mend- 
is ed, and their minds changed 3 he is 
7. | willing to ftay for his happineſs and 
ef joyes, till he comes to another World; 
ef and he doth not envy the wicked what 
ty they do enjoy, let them make the beſt 
r-F of it as long as they can, and boaſt of 
(e}] their pleaſures, when they ſee themſelves 
i wrapt up in Flames : The unſeen world, 
ey which moſt forget,is always in the Saints 
aeye; and if he may but live happily 
n-fthere, he paſſeth oot if he run thorow 
all} reproaches, injuries, and a thouſand 
tofl)eaths, to that glorious and endleſs 
leflife. Here is the reaſon of the Saints 
a-Jpatience, this makes him judge it no 
us folly to keep the -Commandements of 
toGod,and the faith of Jeſus. In the 13. 
il-YYerſe, the Apoſtle comes to ſpeak a 
ed Þ 2 word. 
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(4) 
word of encouragement, not only to 
the ſuffering Saints of that Age, but 
for the ſupport of all that ſhould be | 
honoured with ſuch ſervice. as to ſeal | 
the truths of Chriſt with their. blood, 
And TI heard a Voice from Heaven, ſay- 
ing unto me, write bl. ſſed are the drad 
which dyein the Lord from h nceforth 3, 
yea, ſaith the Spirit, thut they may reft 
from their labours, and their works fol- 
tow them.' In the words yuu may take 
—_ of two parts. 
. A Propoſition. 

4 The Conhrmation of that Propo- > 

_ | 
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. The Propoſition ; in which we may 
obſerve 
. The Predicate, bleiled. | 

_ The Subject, the dead. [ 

3. The reſtriction and Iunitation of | 
the Subjet. which dve in the Lord, | 

2. The Confirmation of this Propo- 
ſition. 

it. They reſt from their 1:bours. 

2. Their works follow them. 

3. The Perlon afhiming this, the Spi- 
Tit, which 1s turther cleared. 

1. By the manner ot this Delaration, 
!t was by a voice from Heaven: 
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2. By 


CF 3 


D | 2. By the ſpecification of the Perſon 
t | to whom it was ſpukenzlaying,unto me. 
e | 3. By the particular note of Obler- 
1 3 vation, Write. 
p The Doctrine which I ſhall take no- 
'- | tice of from theſe words, is this. 
4 Dod., That whatever milſeries a Saint 
5 | may meet with in tnis Lite, at Death 
ft | he {hall be happy; or in the words of 
[- { the Text, That they are bleſſed which 
E dye in the Lord. In the Prolecution 
: oft this Obſervation; I ſhall, 
5* 1. Enquire what it is to dye in the 
> | Lord. 
| 2. | (hall prove that ſuch are bleſſed. 
yP 3. I (hall ſhew wherein their happi- 
- neſs doth-confi(t, 
4- I ſhall make fome Application. 
| t. I ſhall er:quire whar it is to dye 
ot! in the Lord. 
| 1. Neg. They which make it their bu- 
O- || ſereſs to do what they can againſt God, 
while they live, are not like to be bleſ- 
ſed when they dye. They which live like 
_ | Devils, are not like to dye like Saints : 
1-f Are there not a Generation in the World 
who a&t for the Devil with all their 
n,j might;and count all that time loſt, which 
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1s not ſpent in his ſervice; which make 
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(65) 
a jeſt of Damning, and arc as merry 
within a ſtep of theſe devouring, flames, 
as if Hell and a Tavern were alike? Do 
they not carry themſelves, as it they 
could not make haſt enongh to miſery, 
and make ſure enough of Damnation ? 
How do they wound and ſtab their own 
Souls, and let flye againit the Almighty? } 
How contemptible a thing is Heaven, ' 
and how ridiculous is the very name of | 
Holineſs to them? They are of the ſame | 
mind of thoſe, which Job ſpeaks of: |. 
Fob.21. 14. They ſay unta God,depar® fr 
trom us; for we defire not the know- © C 
ledge of thy ways. And who is the |; 
Lord, that I ſhould hearken to him?And | 
M a compaſſionate Miniſter of Chriſt | 
beſeech them with all the tenderneſle | 
that he can for his Soul, to bethink |: 
themſelves a little what theſe things | 
may end in at laſt,and to conſider what >: 
a dreadful thing it is to fall into the | 
hands of a living God; how are his | 
perſwaſ! ons rejected with contempt, and 
his pitty recompenſed with ſcorn? And 
may I not ſay of molt wicked Men, they 
do fiye inthe Faces of them that would 
tell them of their danger, and do what 
they can to Hgliver them from it ? And 
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yet for all this how well are they con- 
rented with their own condition, and 
laugh at the godly, as 1t it were a dan- 
2crous and mad thing to ſtrive to go 
to Heaven, and the truelt happineſs 
to be miſerable for ever? O who would 
Imagine, that any lving ſhould be thus 
la mentably belotted ! Tell them of Hell, 

#*tis as much as their life is worth they 


F © had rather hazard the feeling of 1t here- 


e | after, than bear the hearing of it here. 


| They tear a little diſgrace among Men 
more than the contempt of God : T hey 


. {chooſe rather to be under the weight 
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-of God's wrath, than the leaft affrent 
from a Man, Talk to them of Glory, 


) Heaven, and a Kingdom, they are light 
and trivial things with them ; they had 
rather hear of a Whore, a Tavern, or 


Plays and yet theſe Monſters muſt be 
qSainted, and do more confidently ex- 

I vect -a bleſſed Eternity after a life of 
Iwickedneſs,than ſome of the dear Chil- 
_dren of God do : + but if ſuch as theſe 
Jever come to Heaven without Repen- 
tance, then the Word of God. is falſe : 
Doth not that ſay, That the wicked fhall 


be turned into Hell £--- Tribulation and © 


anguiſh i every one. that doth evil, 
Bag Tv aud 
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(8) 
and there is no peace, ſaith my God to 
the wicked. The Devil himlcli may 
as weil expect to ſhake off his Chains, 
and be reſtored to his loſt Glory, as 
they. O be not deceived, as you Sow 
ſu you muſt Reap 3 do not hope that 
you may do the Devils work, as long as 
you can, ard that then God ſhould re- 
ward you with Salvation; nv ſuch mat- 
ter : You may more rationally expeQ, 
that God (hould for your ſake pull the 
Sun our of the Firmament, than that 
he ſhould remove holineſs out ot Hea- 
ven, and bring Hell in its plce. It 
wicked Mean will pleaſe themſelves with 
their own Delufions, and look for Glo- 
ry {ull.they muſt thank themſclves,whe 
they ſee how infinitely they are difap 
pointed; bur I leave thele as deſpair4 
10g to convince them of their tolly, till 
Judgment and Flames make them tc 
underſtand 1t. 
2. All, that live upon the goodneſs of 
God here, are not like to be bleſſed aft 
ter Death. There is a vaſt ditierence 
between common and ſpecial mercies 
many partake richly of God's common 
bounty, that have not the leaſt intere 
m bis love; God'gives this World otten 
| | t1mec 


(9) 


times to his greateſt Enemies, he gives 
Glory in an other World, tro none but 
his Friends and Children: Nay, let me 
ſpeak it treely (Il am ſure I have Chriſt 
and Scripture to, warrant what I ſay) 
That they which gain this World with 
their neglect of Heaven, ſhall at their 
Death lole both : Many receive tempo- 
ra] mercies, that (hall never enjoy Eter- 
nal. Jeb 21. 9. Luk. 16. 25. O how 
greatly are they miſtaken, who think 
that Earl, Lord. Knight, 6c.are words of 
any fiynihcancy atter Death; that hope 
that their honours here will procure them 
any real refpect hereafter; that reckon 
Gold and Silver will go currant 1n that 
Country ! Many that would be counted 
Perſons of ſome depth and wiſdome, 
make a World ot ſtir about trifles, that 
drive a great Trade tor that which is 
next to nothing,and that lay in no bet- 
ter Proviltons, than Gravel, Clay, or 
Dung, when they are bound for Eter- 
niry ; and yet how do they bleſs them- 
ſelves, and ſay | am rich, and increaſed 
in Goods, and have need of nothing :; 


Soul rake thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be 


merry? They think they make a very 
wiſe bargain, when they ſell their Con- 
{ctence, 
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(10) 
ſcience, God, and Heaven, for a little 
of that which ſome call Riches; not 
conl1dering that a few Hours experience 
may make them know, though it may 
be, not cure rtliis miltaike O that [ 
coutd but bring my nhearers out of this 
Dcelulion! O that their apps chenl1ons 
were but r<ctihed, and that they might 
know the real worth of things and Per- 
ions! OQ that I could but briny} down 
the price of ſublunary things, and raiſe 
the things of that other Worid to their 
truc worth | Conijder tnat that holinefs, 
as meanly as you think of it, is the moſt 
excellent thing 3 that that is the greatelt 
Riches,and Man's higheſt digatty : God 
knows no difference between a Lord 
and a Beggar, a Prince and a Subject 3 
He 1s no re{pecter of Perſons. It there 
be any difference, it lics here, that Goa 
hath more wrath in ſtore tor them that 
had greater ingagements,and better ad- 
vantages to ſerve him than other had. 
I pitty the poor Lords of the World | 
and I am eonhident, he that knows the 
worth of Chrilt, and the nature of his 
own Soul, can't much envy them; they 
ſwell like Bladders upon Water for a 
Moment, and God þblowes, and where 
are 
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(11) 
are they ? Now indeed they reckon 
themſclves very {ecure,and their houſes 
are free from fear, neither 1s the Rod 
ot God upon them, they take the Tim- 
brel, and Harp,and rejoyce at the found 
of the Organ. Job 21. They think them 
Fools that can ſpare their Riches, and 
want their greatneſs, {o they may but 
have an eſtate in inviſtbles,. and fecure 
an Inheritance that w1ll Jaſt for ever 5 
Theſe arethe Men thar hare ſeriouſneſs : 
and holineſs, which is the beauty of 
Ivarth and Heaven too, is undervalued 
by them. And how can they expect ſan- 


| Etity ſhould be delighttul to them here- 


atter, when it is abhorred now ? how 
can they look for Heaven when they 
dye, when they thought it not worth 
tneir minding while they lived? Nogno, 


verily, they have their reward,they have 


SLE CARRIER. 


now their good things, and much good 
nay they do them. O let me rather 
2ain Chriſt at Death, though I looſe all 
belides, than potleſs Ten Worlds here, 
and after all loſe my Soul. Could the 
mighty ones of the World, have but 
one Hours diſcourſe with one of- their 
Brethren in Hell, I believe their Judg- 
ments would be hugely altered, and 
they 


CF. 
they would ſoon tell themgthat Riches # 
and Honours, and whatſoever elſe moſt ! 
Men do purſue, let it be what it will 
below Chriſt, will yield them bur little * 
happmeſs and comfort in another world. 4 
Riches prone not in the Day of wrath : 
Do bur read, 1k. 16. 19, 25. I am the | 
larger, chat it puthvle, I might prevent | 
miſtakes, in matters of Eteraal conſe- ' 
quence. 
Thirdly, There are Thouſands that |' 
eerms to have a ſar better title to this | 
bleſſedneſs, that will fall ſhort of it: 
end they are Profeſſors, that call them. 
ſelves by the Name ot the Lord. Not 
alk that are called, yea, and eſteemed | 
Chritttans, are like to have any great 
benefit by Death. To be Chriſined, and | 
to be Chriſtians are two things : not e- 
very one that weareth Chriſt', Livery 
ſhall have his Wages. O how many 
Milltons are there that have no better ' 
ſhelter, than a meer Nametothemſelves, | 
from the wrath of God! Is it not more |; 
than poſſible to hear, read, pray, and 
to be eſteemed a Saint, and yet to mil- | 
carry everlaſtingly ? How many ſeeming 
Saints ſhall gain nothing at Death, but 
a thorow knowledge of their own folly 
An 


3 
* And if to know what God's anger is, 
} be an advantage. when there 1s no eſca- 
ping of it; and if to have their hearts 
7 wounded, when there 1s no Cure to be 
| had, be any profit; and 1f to be quire 
| freed of Conſcience ſearching Miniſters 
| be a happineſs when they are out of the 
' reach of their help or pitty ; then ſuch 
' may be eſteemed blefled : but if all 
this will but make the Flame horter, 
; then leave any ſerious Perſon to judg, 
: whether it doth not concern Men and 
. , Women to look after better ſecurity, 
* than this amounts to. Did you ever 
well ſtudy, Mat. 7. 21 I hope you 
.q | Will believe Chriſt, though you will noe 
' me; read that Scripture,and what ſaith 
4 | Chriſt? O conſider ſeriouf]y, that to be 
' an Heir of Glory is no ſuch light mat- 


E- 

ry | fer, as moſt judge it to be. To be born 
y , © 4 Crown, and a Kingdome, and to 
xx have a good ritle to it, 1s a digntty 10- 
s, | deed; but a Mad-man in Chains and 
-e | Rags, may ſay he is a King, or a Lord. 


q | O pleaſe nor your ſelves with fanhes. 
C. | Sickneſs and Death is coming,and then 
you-w1ill know berter,whether | had not 
ſome reaſon to be earneſt with you in 
>| this matter. 1 am moſt afraid of the 
CONn- 


FY 


coniident Phariſece,that truſts in his poor 
ſorry Prayers, and his own righteouſ- | 


neſs ; O that Leould but ſhake him and 
his hopes, betore Death and Judgment 


doth it. O that 1 could but perſwade | 


him to maivzt:'n a jealoutge over him- 
ſelf, and ro ſearch and try his Heart, 
and” to brivg himſelf to the Touch- 
ſtone, and not to be- ſatisfied, till he 
findes that he hath got more than ever 
any Hypocrite yet had, or can have. 
The beſt of God's Children are moſt 
ſuſpicious of themſelves, and afraid of 
their own deceittul hearts. Do but ſee 
how David carrieth it,.in Pſal. 139. 
What is his great requeſt, that he mult 
Have granted, or he can't be ſatisfied ; 

Is it not that God would deliver him 


from miſtakes in matters of everlaſting: 


conlequence? fo Pſal. 119.80. Pardon 
this tediouſnels upon theſe things, it 
moſt of the Profeflors of rhe World 
did not ſplit upon theſe Rocks, I ſhould 
Fa's theſe things over with ſilence. 
Fourthly, A! that dye quietly, are 
not happy after Death. IOs no unuſual 
thing tor the wicked to carry their falſe 
peace with them to the Grave. I have 
beard indeed mgny poor People boalt- 
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ſing themſelves, to think how happy 
they were, Becarſe they dyed like Lamis. 
(to uſe their own exprethon ) Alas,alas, 
how many thouſands are there that dye 
like Lambs, that are but Swine, and 
have the Devil's Brand upon their Fore- 
heads ! It's dangerous arguing from pec. 
ples carrizge upon a Death-bed, what 
their ſtare is in another World > ſuch 
is the hardneſs of Mens hearts, ſo dread- 
ful the ſearedaeſs of. their Conſciences, 
and ſo great the ſubtilty of Satan, that 
many are carried very quietly to Hell, 
and fear nothing till they teel; and are 
not brought to their fenles,till unſpeak- 
able horror and angwih doth it: And 
on the other fide, how many- of the 
preciqus Sons of Zion have ſeat in a 
Cloud ? how many of the dear Children 
of God may go out of the World tho- 
row a paintul Death ? are not their in- 
tellectuals ſometimes impaired, their 


; reaſon Clouded,and their Bodyes upon 


the Rack? and yet In a moment they 
feel themſelves {wallowed up of that 
Glory, and the doleful antecedents of 
their happineſs did but make their reſt 
more ſweet, and welcome, and put an 
accent 


ing of their deceaſed Friends,and plea- 


I 
| accent upon their bliſs. The truth of 
It 1s, it hath not a little puzled ſome, 
as well as David, to conſtrue God's 
diſpenſations, to ſee the wicked dye 
quietly, Pſal. 73. 4. and the godly to 
have a ſtrange Death; but God will ſhort- 
ly reſolve this Riddle: and [| think it were 
no very d:fthcult thing for a ſerious un- 
derſtanding Man, to give him'elt con- 
fiderable (ati>taction in this bulineſ+., May 
not the wicked dye quietly, becaule his 
Conſcience is quite ſeared, and he may 
perſwade himſelf that he harh made an 
agreement with (Nearh and Hell? may 
he not hope that there is no fuch place 
as Hell; or it there 1s, thar it 1s tolera- 
ble? may he not make hiinſelt believe, 
that the Word oft God is not true, and 
Inviſibles are all but fanſies? or that God 
is ſo mercitul.,as that he will nut damn 
him? and many ſuch things the Devil 
helps his Servants with, thar ſo his (er- 


vice may not be diſparaged, and that. 


he may have the better advantage to 
tempt others. There is much alſo in the 
nature of the Diſeaſe ; and it may be 
God may try his own Children with a- 
cute pains, and ler Sathan buffer them, 
to maniteſt the excellency of his _ 
and 


2 


bi 


Children, whether for all this they will 
ſerve kim 3 and tome Perſons of admi- 
rable arttainments, and great experien- 
ces, while in health, may have fome 
conſiderable Tryals vpon a Death-bed, 
that poor Chriſtians (w [11C}2 Were ready 
10 fear, becauſe they had not their en» 
joyinents, that tiereture they had no- 
thing 2t all might ſee that great Saints 
have their Tryals, as weil as they 5 bur 
I ſhall be far brieter in otiier chingh 
[| come now to ſhew. fon who they 
are, that are bletled at their Neath, and 
to give themea brief Deſcription of thoſe 
which dye 1n the Lord. 
Fiſt, They are ſuch, who are made 
thorowly to 1107 derſtand, that they were 


| ſometimes quite dead in fins and treſ- 


paſses, that they were Aliens from the 
Commen-wealth of Tſracl.and Strangers 
to the Covenant of GYace. 
Secondly, They are Perſons which are 
convinced of that miſerz u fron « ſtate, 
and made to know, tht if racy dye 1n 


| their ſins. they mult be bid] in Flames, 


Thirdly, Upon this they ave out of 
love with their moſt beloved firs, and 
count that which was their lite, Joy; 
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and their Grace, to try others of his 
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IS 3: 
and pleaſure, to be a very Death, miſe- 
ry, and Hell. whereupon they let them- 
ielves in good carneſt againſt f1n, as the 
greatelt evil inthe World : they believe 
now, That if they live after the Fleſh 
they ſhall dye, but if throneh the Spirit 
they wortif;c the deeds of the Fleſh,they 
ſhall live. Upon this account, they ule 
all the means that they can to get their 
corruptions weakned, an inward prin- 
ciple, Divine Lite: Now he begins to act 
them, which 1s as contrary to Sin, as 
Heavea to Kell, a Spirit of ingenuity 
reftiains them, How ſhall they do this, 
and ſin againſt God £ They now lee fin 
In 1ts colours,as it 1s contrary to the beſt 
good, God ; they can fee its killing 
and damning Nature, in the Agonies 
and Sufterings of Chriſt, and they feel 
the doletal etjects of fin in their Soul 
and Lodi; buh,and upon this account 
they can (ay, what have I to do with 
Vauity avy more, Shall I fill hug this 
Serpent 2 (1:a1l I (ll Sail with this Jonah 
in mv V<ticl2 and (hall I after all this 
kecn this Dalilch in my Boſom? Noz 


but. O that I conld hate 1t Ten T hou- } 


jJand times noure than ] do. There is an 
cunity railed in the Soul apainlt fin, 
which 
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which can'c be ſatisfied, till it ſee the 
Dearth of Sin; now this is a Perſon 


' that is fit for Death, and Death, it will 


( as you ſhall hear afterwards) do him 


| a World of kindneſs in fhewing bim 


—— 
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the Heads of all his Enemies. 
4. An other quality of this Perſon, 


| which is like to make ſuch a bleſſedend, 
" is this, he is one that is dead to the 
World. Faith hath diſcovered a better 


Country to him, 1t hath ſpyed that new 


| Jeruſalem, and thoſe blefled Regions : 


and now the Soul thinks the World 


| ſcarce worthy of a ſerious thought, or 


look ; he takes himſelf to be-a kind of 
Priſoner here, and the whole World 


| but a Dungeon, it compared with that 


{tate of liberty and glory 3 he now joyns 
with David, and fays, Whom have I in 
Heaven but thee,and there js none upon 


| Earth that I can deſire beſide thee.T his, 


is the Man that is like to be a gaille 


; er by Death; he who contemns Earth, 


and makes Heaven his choice, ſhall ne- 


| ver hnde himſelt a loſer. 


5. Another property *of the Man 


y which ſhall be bleſſed at Death, is this, 


he is one, that takes Chriſt for life and 
happineſs. Time was indeed, he was of 
C 2 an 


20 
an other mind, fin was his delight, and 
none {o deſpicable in his Fye,as Chriſt > 
bur Goud, in tree and rich grace, hath 
taken away the Scales from Ins Eyes, 
and healed him of his miſerable blind- 
nels, and let him lee fuch a lovelineſs 1n 
the Lord Chriſt, as that now he 1s able 
to fay,none b.t Chrilt,nopve but Chriſt 3 
He is altogeiber Icorly. He 15 now quite 


out of love with himſelf, neither his | 


riphteonſneſs,nor any thing 13 Jovelynow, 
but Chriſt ; and will not that Soul be 
bletied, when ir comes to have its de- 
fires accompliſhed 2 he that counts-no- 
thing woith the having, except Chriſt, 
and for Chriſt. can'c be miſerable, when 
he 1s lod;ed ſate in his imbraces, 


6. He that makes it bz buſineſs 40 


live to Chriſt, to him to dye ſhall be 
g2m God 1s often times better, but ne- 


ver worle than bis word; And hath het} 


not made many promiſes to them that 
diligently ſeek him ? Hath he not ſaid 
that their labours ſhall not be in vain 
in the Lord? The Chriſtian is running, 


and he ſhall at laſt obrin the Prize,the| 


Crown he fights fcr, he ſhall have; tear 
not Chriſtian, qu:11 thy felt bravely, win 
ir and wear It; what though it be wrap- 
ped 
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ped up in Cypreſs? its beauty ſhall nor 
be Vailed long. What though Deatn 
with his cold and dirty hand ſet it up- 
on thy head? it will fit as near, and as 
faſr, as an Almighty hand can make 1t. 
What though the Vellel be tokt and 
broke? it fhall come late with its Rich 
Lading, to the detired Harb ur, Con- 
demn « not. O you toolith World, thele 
ſpiritual Merchants, tiil you know what 
thetr returns are, when their burden 1s 
deliver'd 5 but tnitate their, till yon 
can fade a more glorious Prize 2, thin 
Fleaven, a better happineſs than God 
can give, and a Kingdom that will Jatt 
longer, than Eternity: Pſal.63.3. Þſal. 
GO. 14+ 

7. They which are willgng (if called 
fo it) to do, or ſuffer any thing = 

Ciriſt, ſhall inherit this bl: [{edneſs. tie 
that 15 willing to dye tor Chiitt, hat 
Iive as long as Chrilt Iives,in happinct-, 
and reſt: 'tis not tor nothing that P.:n/ 
makes no great matter of bunds. 
at threatnings, and triumpheth in dn- 
ger; the finiſhing his conle with joy 
makes,all go down ſweetly, 47s 22.5. 
The Primitive Chriſtians were no $2. 
icks, and yet with what patience, g7.- 
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titude, and joy, did they ſuffer, what 
the malice. and wir of Men, and Devils 
could inflict > and now they enjoy the 
fruit of their labours, the ſalvation ot 
their Souls, and that 1s not a}; but they 
receive their Palms,Robes and Crowne, 
ye more peculiar badges of God's Cham- 
pions3 Loe, thus ſhall it be done to the 
Perſons, whom the Lord delighteth to 
henowr ! T his 'tis to be impriloned, ba- 
nithed, or dye for Chriit. Rejoyce, O 
ye ſuffering Saints, and be exceeding 
glad, tor great 1s your reward in Hea» 
ven! to you it is given, not only to be. 
lieve, but alfo to tuftferz this Fire 1s but 
to purifie, and to make you Veflels 
more fit tor your Maſters ute, this dirt 
caſt upon yon &s but ro ſcower and make 
you more Ciean; this knocking,rubbing, 
and hewiry, 1s but to furbiſh and po- 
Iſh you, that you may be more [tately 
Pillars, in the Te: mpc of your God. 
Fear not Men, nur Devils: the greateſt 
hurt that they do you, is to fill your 
Salles, and to bring you more ſpeedily 
to your Port, 

&. They which long for the coming 
of Chriſt, and their being with him, that 
can (ay, I have waited. for thy ſaluas+ 
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tion; 0 God, now let thy Servant depart 
in peace: In a word,that can bear their 


| ablence from Chriſt, only upon thoſe 
E rerms, that they may bring honour to 
E him 1n this lite, and per{ wade Souls to 
I be in Jove with him, and may be ins» 
q ſtrumental for the ſerting up his King. 


dom, (haking the Kingdum of Sarhan, 
and weakning the intere(t of Hell in 
the World. Thele, O theie are your 

rave Souls, thet are out of Gun-ſhot: 
[Death cn never (urpriz: them, they 
land always with their Luines girt, and 
ther: Lamps burning. And it the Bride- 
grovin ſhould make the Mountains ro 
quake, with the railing of his. Charrt- 
vts, and the Hills to tremble at the pre- 
{ence ot his Majeſty, ard the Heavens 
themfcives to {hrivel into nothing, by 
the ylory of his coming, yer they, ( 
bletlzd Souls! ) and they only would 
break forth into a Song of Triumph, 
and Eternal Hallelajihs; Who would 


not be a Saint? fure ncne, but a mad- 


' man, or a fool: jo tire World under- 


ſtand whar thele things mean! Do they 
indeed. believe how much the higheſt 
of them ail, are beiow the meaneſt, and 
loweſt Childe of God 2 Thus I have 

C 4 thown 
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ſhown you who are the Subjeds of this 
bleflednels. I know 1 forget time, but it 
ges well may yuu and [ ger but this 
blefſednets lecured, aud fpend a happy 
Etermty. 


The ſecond thing that I propoſed to 
ſpeakto,was to piove,that fuch as theſe 
are (in ſpight of He] | ſhall be bletled3 
and becaulc in the fore going lifcourſe, 
this hath been touched upon, | ſhall but 
very briefly run over whele things. 


Firſt, God J atth, the y joall be b! {C ed, 
and the refore the y fhall : when the great 
Perſecutors have been Hunting tor their 
prey. anc hope to roaitt what they have 
got,and feed themielves with the tc PEs 
ot the content ard pleaſure, that they 
{hall enjoy 5 nay, when they ſhall bey 
with tears for the blc{iin, they (hall be 
frultrated, denyed, curled, and hear 
that heart-rending reply, they have got- 
ten the bleſſing be lore you came, *tis 
now too late, yea, and they {(h all be 
blefled. Might 1 cot heap up a World 
of promiles, the leaſt of which clear 
a Saints title to this bleſl=d, inberitance? 
:21me would fail me,it 1 {ſhould Put read 

One 
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one in Forty; what is the meaning of 


that Fſ. 57. 2. Thil. 1. 21. 2 Cor. 5.1, 
Job. 3. 17« 
2. They feel ſomewhat of this happi- 


| meſs in this World, therefore they fhall 
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have it compleated in another. How oft 
do the Saints teel their Souls tranſpor- 


! red with the ſenſe of divine pleaſures? 
' How many earneſts do they receive of 


the purchaſed potleflions 2 How many 


' warm refreſhing Raies of Divige love 


break in upon their Soul, ſo that they 
would not exchange one Hours comfort 
for all the joys that ever the wicked en- 


{ joyed, could they all be united in one, 


and their duration be Eternal? Have I 
not with much comfort ſeen ſome of 
thole triumphing Saints rejoycing, when 


| others would have mourned ? Have [I 


not heard them talk of their ſweet ex- 
periences, the very mention ot which, 
1s inore reviving to a ſpiritual hearer, 
than the higheſt pleafures that the ſen- 
ſualiſt is capable of, Sometimes 1n prays 


! er their ſouls even get into the boſom 
| of God, and the great God and. Man 


have a bletled intercourſe,the Soul lets 
out it ſelf to God, and God lets out 
his love to the Sou!. Sometimes 1n a 


medita- 
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{8 meditation the Heart is glowing, and 
þ the Fire burns, and ere it 15 aware, it 1s 
lifted aboye the World, yea, and a- 
bove it felt too : What elfe 15s this. bur 
the clear demonſtration of the :euiity 
of invilibles? Can meer fanci-s thus 
tranſport Men? Muſt they not believe 
their own experiences? Can that joy, 
which is the re{ult of faith and love, and 
comes 1n trom the promiſes; and that | 
in a way of duty, and clole walking | 
with God, Can that be a de}ujon? || 
Will the ſpirit of truth witnets to a lye? : 
Will goodnets it felt put a cheat upon | 
poor Creatures, and that In a matter |! 
of ſuch vaſt conſequence, as Eternity? | 
Can we conceive, that he which com- 
mands us not to deceive cur Neigh- | 
bour, (hould deceive us? Shall any that 
C calls himfelt a Chriſtian, entertain fuch 
blaſphemous apprehentions of the blet- 
fed Jehovah Well then, 1t 1t- be lo, 
that Children of God love ſolid and 
unexpreſlible joys, many times even on 
v this fide Glory 5 Doth not this then 
ft prove, that hereafter they (hall be hap- 
| py, and that beyond the apprehenl10ns 
ot Men, and Tongue of Angels 2? For 
the Saint in his greateſt dimenſions, tul- 
left 


(27) 
leſt enjoyments, and talleft ſtature on 
this fide the Grave, is but a Childe, a 
1- Þ Dwarf, a Worm,in compariſon of what 
it | he will be, the next moment after his 
y þ difloſution: For the proof of this, you 
:3 Þ may read over theſe, and other Scrt- 
'e Þ ptures, Pſul. 16.11. Pſal. 42. 5. Luk, 
> | 10.22. 2 Cor, 4.7. Revel. 13. 14. 
d 3. May I wot bring in the wicked 
it | themſelves, as witneſſes of the Saints 
g | happineſs, and their own miſery, the 
2 |, Saints wiſdom,and their.tolly 2 what elfe 
2 | is the meaning of Balaar> with 2 Why 
n | ſhould he be lo delirous to dye the death 
-r | of the Saint, ard to have his latter end 
like his, 1t he were not thorowly con- 
1- Þ vinced ot this, that hohnels were no 
1- | madnels, piety no fancy, and religion 
it | no deluſion? Whar is it that makes 
h | thvle, in Aſat. 25. 8. to cry out fo im- 
{- | portunately; Give us of your Oyl, for 
2, þ uur Lamps are gone cut. | am perſwa- 
d | ded, that all the Reprobates in Hell, 
nN þ will one Day juſtthe the Children of 
n | God for thetr ſeriouſneſs, and wHh a 
>- | tnouſand times,that they had had their 
15 | ſcornes, loſles, torments: It is no unu- 
ſual thing tor them, which have to do 
with dying Perſons, to hear them cry- 
ing 
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ing out with anguith, when their time 
is ſpent, and their ſands are run out, O 
you are happy, Q that I] were bur in the 
condition of the pooreſt, and miſer- |: 
ableſt Saint upon Earth O that I had 
but prayed with tervency, heard with 
{eriouſnels, and minded my Soul 1n 
good earneſt ! Happy are they that have 
not all their work to do in a dying 
Hour, O happy are they that have {ome | 
Cordial to comtort them nm a time of | 
ſuch diſtreſs, O, a Chriſt, a Chriſt, ten} 
thouſand Worlds now for that Chriſt, 
which I deipiſed ! I heſe are things we 
are acquainted with. Well then, our E-| 
nemies themlelves being Judges, an 7/- | 
raclite indeed 18 a Perſon of rtrue worth, | 
and without controver(ie, his eſtate 1s, 
and ſhall be comfortable, bleſied, and | 
glorious. | 

4. How great are the abſurdities, that 
elſe would follow? Would not the De. 
vil boatt that he hath done more for | 
his followers, than Chriſt hath done tor | 
his? Would it not follow that Saints 
are the moſt miſerable fools in the} 
World? then it would be to no purpole 
to deny ones ſelf, to fight with Beaſts 
at Epheſus, to bear the contradiction of 
ſinners ; 
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finners 3 then Chriſt dyed for nothing, 
or hath done his work by the halvesz 
then there 1s no credit to be given to 


! the Bible, Gud 1s worle than his word, 
; avd the Scripture promiſes are falſe 


then Paul's confidence was madneſs, and 
his boaſting made voidzthen all preach- 
ing is a cheat, and the Miniſters ot Chriſt 
are Impoltor-, and the wicked are in the 
right: then David would have better 
reiton to f{ay, he hath cleanted his hands 
in vain, and that his frequent devotions 
were tO no purpolſe, and his Songs at 
Mid-night, but the dotages of an ex- 
travagant tanftie, and hours which were 
ipent 1n Prayer and Meditation, were 
purely loft. Whar faiſt thou to this, O 
Chrittian 2 Would not this be fad news 
indecd, 1t all thy hopes [ſhould come to 
this? But be of good cheer, this 1s the 
doCtrine which tne Devil and his Mint- 
{ters do preach; as long as God 1s true 
you ſhall not be deceived, as long as 
he is happy you ſhall nor be miſerable, 
and till Hell hath yort above Heaven, 
you are well enough. Go on therefore 
reſolutely, and let nothing daunt thee, 
tis but yet a httle while, and you (hall 


ſee all this, and more than this. a thou- 
| {and 
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ſand times made good to thee, Fear nor, 
*tis God who hath ftpoken it, and he 
commanded his Servant Johx to write, 
and Jeave it upon Record, That they 
which dye in the Lord are bleſſed, and 


they ſhall reſt from their labours, and | 


their works do follow then. 
3. The next thing which I promiſed 

to ſpeak to. was, to thew wherein the 
bletledneſs of departed Saints doth con- 
fiſt; But what work am I now about? 
Who 1s ſufficient for theſe things? What 
Tongue can utter the leaſt part of that 
Glory? What Heart imagine irs tran(- 
cendent excellency? And what Ears can 
bear it ? ſhould ſuch a one as Aſoſts, 
Enoch, or Flizs come ſparkling in his 
Robes, 1n the habic of a glorified Saint, 
and ſhould he but tell you what a {1ght 
he hath ſeen, what melody he hears, 
what imployment he is ingaged 1n,what 
polictiuns he enjoys, where would he 
endure it? [ am perſwaded, it in this 
mortal ſtare, God ſhould ler 1n the Soul 
the hundreih thouſandth part of that 
Glory, which Saints enjoy in Heaven, it 
weuld in a moment fink a Man, and 
make ſuch Budies as ours now are wt- 
ther to duſt, I haye lecn a great m_ 
ne 
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rt, fine things in my time, I have heard of 
1e more, bur I can eafily 1nagine more 
e, than ever all the Princes of the Earth, 
Jin their greateſt ſplendour enjoyed ; and 
Jyet here | am at a loſs,and no wonder: 
For it 1s beyond the reach of Saints and 
Angels in Heaven fully to conceive what 
their own happinels 1s, and [ believe it 
{is no ſmall part of their joy, that they 
J{erve a Maſter, who loveth to out-doe, 
not only deſerts and expectations, but 
eyen the imaginattons of his Creatures. 
/How then can ſuch a poor Worm as I 
Ham, mannage ſuch a work as this is ? 
n [becauſe I can't fay all, muſt I ſay no- 
/thing, and paſs this over with filence 
s [and admiration? becauſe this is a great 
deep, which our Plummet can't fathom, 
an Ocean that hath no (hoar, ſhall we 
| therefore never fail in it? God forbid. 
'O may it be my work in time, and to 
| Eternity to praiſe that infinite, bound- 
leſs excellency that 1s in my God. T hough 
\theſe are matters, which one would 
' think ſhould command attention and 
| aftetion both, yet if we conſult the 
I lives of all, yea the higheſt experiences 

of the beſt, notwithſtanding theſe things 
7 Bare fo frequently inculcated,and ſo pal- 
fionately 
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ſionately recommended to our confide- 
ration, yet where is the Man qr WomanF 
to be-found, that lies under the livelyp 
impretlions of theſe things: And there-P 
fore I (hall think it not impertinent, if I 
dwell upon that an Hour, which will be 
the ſubject of your Mcditation, and 
Foundation of your comfurt, if everP 
you underſtand what Chriſtianity in the 
life of it means. This only by tlie by, ; 
a little to quicken your attention. IPir 
come now to my bulinels, to {hew you" 
wherein the Saints happineſs atter death} 
conliſts. ; 

1. It conliſts in a full everlaſting free-},, 
dom from evil, or any impertection. in 

2, It conliſts in a complear, perfeG, | 
and eternal enjoyment ot all the good} 


that our natures are capable of. Te 
; | " __"_ 
Firft, 7t conſiſts in a full and ever- Ty 


laſting freedom from evil, or any im-h,, 
perfe@ion. And here I ſhall inhit upon 
lome of thoſe evils and impertection:, 
which a Child of God (hall be freed Pe 
from, as ſoon as ever Death hath let} 
the Soul out of the Body. ; 
Firſt, The Saint 3s free from all ſin. 
The Bolts thall be knocke off, the Pritvnſ 
walls broke down, and the poor Cap- 
tive 
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tive ſer at liberty. O bleſſed Jubilee ! How glad 
would Paul have been, if when he cryed out in 
ſuch an agony : O wretched Man, who ſhall de- 
liver me? it he had heard a voice from Heaven 
ſaying, thy groans have pierced the Clouds, thy 
Prayer hath reached the Heavens, thy Petitions 
ſhall be granted immediately , would not this 
| have been grateful news! When before a few days 
| be at an end, this ſhall be the condition of every 
one of God's People. Now indeed if you lifſen 
:t0 their Cloſers, you ſhould hear how dolefully 
'they bemoan their condition, if you folow them 
Pinto their Families, what is it that they would 
"moſt delire of God ? 15 it not freedom from lin ? 
what complaints do they make of themſclves,that 


2 


there ſhould be fo great an unſutablencſs in them 
to God, that their hearts are unſenſible of the 
worth of divine things, that they ſhould have ſo 
Iitle love to the Lord Chriſt; and be fo little ta- 
ken with the kindneſs of the Redcemer ; How 
weak and faint, how cold and dull in duty ? how 
ready ro betray their Lord, how cowardly in the 
cauſe of God 2 But death will for ever ſilence 
'* Þtheſe complaints, death tares off Foſhxa's rags 
"Find preſents him before the Lord without ſpor 
ON For wrinckle, or aay ſuch thing ; fin indeed ac- 
n:, frompanyeth the ungodly into another World, be 
ed ets from his plcatures, and bis wicked works 
ler (follow him : bur it is far otherwiſe with the god- 

Jy, fin was his burden, and Death thall unload 
- ſim; fin ſhall be confined ro Hell, Heaven enter- 
Mains no ſuch deformity : This Tyrant ſhall no 
VN hore inſlave any of Chrili's fubje&ts, The houſe 
1P-Wf Saul, andthe houſe of Lavid ſhall no Jonger 


iveRjontend, that bloody conflict between the fleth 
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and ſpirit ſhall then be derermined by a final 
Victory, then the Soul will ſay, farewell my hardſ" 


heart, farewell unbelief, farewell ingratitude ,Þ" 


then thou ſhalt never entertain an unkind thoughtÞ®#' 
of God more ; the lame and the blinde, and thef®! 
Jevaſses ſhall be imitten when King David comes 
to make lis Palace in Zn, thy fins mu't dye 
when the Lord cometh to take the full poſſeſlionfV 
of this Fort ; Royal coniettion of {in ſhall thort- PD. 
ly be needleſs; no darkneſs ſhall cloud the un- bo 
deritanding, no perverſnels the will, no difor- 
derlinets in the attc@ions, no treachery in theſF* 
_ ' ! 
memory , ine Eyes tlaall be better employed thanſ#" 
in bcholding ot vanity, the Eares (hall not bef#* 
locked avainlt truth, the Hands far from vio-PP 
lence, the Tongue from deceit, and the FeetſY" 
from waking in ways of wickedne(s, And ſeen} 
this a light matter ro you who have gone bowed” 
all your dayes under the prefſure of fin, 1s it no-|# 
ms to you to have all your iniquities done a-F 
way as a Cloud, and your tranſsretlions as af" 
thick Cloud ? Thus fee what a kindneſs that for-PÞ? 
ble enemy doth to all the ſubjects of Chrilt's| 
Kingdoms what prayers, teares, and groans di4Þ* 
cradually, it doth at one blow, Thus the opprel-Þ* 
ted 1s dilivered, the mourner made to rejoyce, Þ* 
and ihe great make-bate between God and clic! 
Soul, tor ever diſcarded, and turned out of 4 
Doors. < p'2. 6 27. Ef. ++. 22. 4 
2. Bbc Crjtitn ayeth, be ſhall be freed? 
f, 0:41 uil the LC MpL2tEONS of Sathan, Death fets 
the Soul out of the Devils reach ; this Angel 
bath nothyns to do in Heaven, this Serpent hall 
nt come into the higher Paradiſe, nor Sathan 
creep into this Eat; Now indeed he goes up 
an 
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" End down like a roaring Lyon, ſeeking whom he 
le may devour, novv he ſets his Ginnes every 
ohiþ&/ vere to catch the unvvary Chriſtun : he uſerh 
thelJiis {iratagems ro ſurprize them, but then this 
neefpdveriary thall be rrod under Foot, his Fiery 
Darrs ſhall be quenched, and his detignes broken. 
() happy Day, vvhen will «= come! vvhen the 
[Devil thall be as unitkely ro tempr, as our hearts 
to cloſe : vvhen vve are got once ſafe to reit, the 
Jevil thall as ealily ſhake God's Throne, as our 
thethBappin-ſs. Death turns the Key, Bolts and Bars 
1 ,n811s Enemy our ; then, O then thou {halt ſee this 
betPharavh caſt dead onthe ſhore, and for ever dif- 
ig. bled trom making any reſiſtance againſt thee, 
er [qr in the lealt difturbing thy peace, Rev.20.10. 
'mb 3. T ve bleſſedneſs of the People of God conſiſt = 
ved 1 thur bemg freed from the frownes and 
10. {attcries of the World. In life time thou art fain 
- 2. ÞÞ tight thy way to peace, to diſpute every ſtep 
- a@o0u goeſt, and canit never have a quiet Hour 
11. {\hile rhou halt ſuch il] Neighbours : There 1s an 
{Þ;Þd quarrel berween the Secd of the Woman,and 
4;4Þc Serpent, and rhe enmity 15 radicated, and the 
ud can be cooled with nothing but D:ath,Chri- 
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«ce, pan, expect not as long as any of that Camiſls 
theſeneration breath, that rhou thouldett be long 


afffcure, In the World yau hall have tribulation, ; 
t be of good cheer, Chriſt hath overcome the *q 
forld, Joh. 16. 33. What though they ſpeak R. 
ſors ſear words, Priſon, Halters, Faggot ? Thou thalr 
| 10ns ride in ſtate ro glory, and then ler chem 
Pall their worſt ; When thou art in Heaven, they 
han Þy curſe and increaſe rheir own miſery, but 
up &Y {all not inthe leaſt diminiſh thy tranquillity, 
and 4d as for their flatteries, they ſhall fignihe no- 
D 2 thing, 
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thing, the beanty of this inferiour World will 
be darkned by the brightneſs of that Light which 
Death leads thee into 3 its excellencies will be 
quite eclipſed, its allurements will loſe their po 
wer. Who can chooſe but contemn the Earth 
that knows what Heaven meaneth 2 O how lou 
an eſteem have rhe moſt experienced Men here 0 
the World ! Honours and riches are accountec 
very inconliderable things to them which under 
Nand the ditference between finite and intinite 
the diſproportion between time and EternityH, 
Death bloweth the duit out of our eyes, it pluck 
off the Vail, and ſhews one quickly the glory 
both Worlds : and fo it is not leit long to deter 
mine, which is to be preterred, drofs or f1]ver 
braſs or gold, 2 dunghil or a Palace : there wi 
be no thought of returning to Eg yp! or Goſher F 
either in them which know the fruitulneſs ot th. 
ſpiritual Canaan, the accommodations of the nee % 
Jeruſalem, the pleaſure of the holy Court, , 
4. Ar Death he ſhall reſt from all his pains 6 
there 1s no * as of ſickneſs, ſorrowes, and ache, 
The Stone, Gout, and Plague are Diſtempers th: n 
none labour with there : that Aire is clear, art, 
ſin which teeth other places, never got toofſ;,. 
ing there ; they that ſcarce know.what a Dayq$.. 
eaſe now means lhall then forget their ſorron 
their conſtitutions ſhall be mended, rheir cra 
Bodies, that needed to be propped up by Arp, 
have now no need of ſuch helps : the lame 14h, 
leap, the blinde lee, the weak (hall be ſtrong, tÞ,, 
crooked {traitthey which were in deaths oft (ha, 
be never in danger, O happy alteration ! uh, ; 
Grave will refine and alter our Bodies, and thih,q 
#;all there bury all imperte&tions, and this mon ; 


( 


t! 


| 


ſ 


Cl 
( 


© lall pur on immortality, and this corruptible in- 
"eFcorruption. There the weary ſhall be ar reſt, 
defi; 61.3. > 33. 24. & 60. 18. Job 3. 17. 

PO} 5. Theblefedneſs of the deceaſed Saints conſt t- 
by'' 1a therr perfett freedome from all wants, and 
frar of want, Here they have their daily want, 


their Bread. The World in its beſt eftate 15 made 
Tp of vaities and troubles. How much need 
Miyhave we of the help of our fellow-creatures ? 
it? Be can't live without the uſe of their bodies and 
UNWves:; we want their ſervice to till our Grounds, 
Y Rln4 to carry our weak Bodyes, that can ſome- 
TlTtimes ſcarce $0 under their own burden. What 
" = could we inake, if the influences of the Sun 

 WiFMoon and Stars were ſuſpended ? what lamen- 
ſher $:ble complaint ſhould we make, if God ſhould 
TUM: al up the Fountains of Water ? how ſoon ſhould 
MT aint, if he thould make the Heavens as Iron, 
[ard the Earth as braſs ? What Element can we 

u"*Fran, what Creature could we well ſpare ? Bur 
ch time 1s coming, that Day will ſhortly begin, 
5 UWikhole brightneſs will make the Sun dark, and 
» Fe Moon to diſappear, and all the Stars to leave 
'OORF12ir Spheres as uſeleſs. O unbeliet, how miſe- 
2a)F.bly doſt thou rob us of the comforts, which the 
TOYcry fore-rhoughts of that hour might bring in ! 
cri rell O my trembling Soul upon the Meditation 
dt raeſe things, Is there no truth nor weight in 
' Whoſe Scriptures? E[,60.19.E/.21.29. Give m thy 
*, Wnſwer, Why then art thou caſt down O my foul, 
n4 why art i diſquieted with me ? Wait up- 

pn the Lord, and be of good courage, wait Ilay 


10 


1 the pon the Lord. | 
= 6. This happy Man ſhall be quite freed of 
| D 3 
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whatſoever may argue an umperfeit Fare, Some 
of thoſe very graces that are now fo uſetul an 
neceſſary, when their work is done, ſhall be 1:i{ 
alide as uſeleſs, I mean Faith, Hope, Patience,\|cP 
fire , all which ſpeak ſomething ot impertectionÞ, 
ſhall then be ſwallowed up of love. They nou 
help to lead the Soul out of Egypr, conduct thof 
row the red Sea, and Wildernets, and ſend Spice}, 
into Canaan, and bring good tidings out of thi 
Land, they ſee S$iher, Os, and Amalcck, diſcomFy. 
fitted, and their Power broken, they £0 ro the 
Borders of the promiſed Land : nay, they get uÞ 
to P:/ga, and upon Mount X «bo, there they bi 
the Soul farewell, Faith, like a «kiltul Pilot, keepP 
cloſe to the Ship, till ir ſee ir out of danger i 
Faith,like loyal Barzltai, brings in abuncant proP 
viſtons for the Soul, in all its {treights, and come 


with jt to the banks of Jordan, to the brink 0 F# 
eternity; but there,therc it takes its final leave and x 


ſends over young Chimban to wait upon the Kin 
at Jeruſalem, it ſends love aver into Heaven iP, 
dwell there with the Lord for ever. O blcile 


fate, when faith (all be (wallowed up of fight P , 


Here we live by ſaith, and nor by ſenſe or tightÞ 
in glory we ſhall live by fenfe and fight, and nu 
by taith, The thaddow jhall vaniſh when the ſubP 


ſtance 1s come ; hope, patience, deſire, and fea x. 


ſhall all paſs away, and be (wallowed up with af 
eternal truition, poſicthon, and ſecurity. HappÞ 
are the People that are in ſuch a caſe, their cloud; 
are quite blown over, they need neither Vin 
or Sails, now they are fate landed, What thin 
you now of a Child of God, is it worth th 
while to be religious, 15 holineſs a folly now ! 
and yet this is not all, come a little turther, pe 
W 


Þ will ſhew you greater things ſtill, All this is bu 
Kite privative part of their happineſs, I come no w 
Pro rouc [1 a little upon the poſitive part; but what 
{an Ocean amT now launching into, who can tell 
ll the priviledges of a Citizen of Zton, whar 
flo: n can deſcribe the honour and dipnities of the 
Þ$Sons of GoU? But that T may heighten your ſpi- 
P rits, and a little antedate Your con! forts, L thall 
Win the next place thew ſomething of the potitive 
"art, 
th 2. The blefſedneſs of thoſe which dye in the 
Lord, conſiits poſitively, 
Fir {t in this, that they ſhall enter into the So- 
þiety ot the Angels, they [hall leave any longer 
> converſing with mortals, and,inſtead of weeping 
friends, ſee themſelves compaſſed with ſinging 
_— | Angels, How vo you think that - AZAY HS WAS 
| 


ateRted, who inſtead of Beggars, Crippels, and 
Dogs, had + Guard of Ar. oels Waiting upon 
ÞJhim! What an extaly of joy was he ſurp 1zed 
nt. {vvith, Lich. 16, 22. This honour have all che 
"eo | Saints, We think the ſont of a King, the look of 
IP. pr ince, the company of a Lord a oreat matter: 

SHY what are they, it compared with the leaſt of the 
OP Captains of the Lord's Hoſt 2 How valt is the 
I} difference between Fleth and Spirit ? and yet this 
rea tavour the Lord 1s pleated to confer upon the 
1 Fl lealt of his Children, And how glad are the An- 
Pri gels themſ-lves of the ſociety or the pooreſt 
Gs Saint? they are glad even here to be doing offices 
vi of love for them, many a danger they delivered 
nol them from, many a mercy they conveyed from 
theſf their Father ro them ;, bur theſe earthly Bodyes 
WY] were ſcarce capable of communications with ſuch 
noble and ſpiritual Creatures, bur ar Death they 
D4 ihall 
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40 
ſhall know their old friends and fellow-ſervants, 
and bleſs God with them, and for them for ever, 
Heb. 12. 22, And theſe Chariots and Horſemen 
of Iſrael thall carry up Joſeph to his Fathers 
Houle, and there the Sons of God ſhall ſhout 
for joy. Time was, the {ight of an Angel would 


make a Sajnt tremble, but then it (ſhall make 


them to Triumph : and what ſtories will they tell 
them, of the providences of God toward them, þ 
and joyn with them in the high praiſes of his 
co0dnefs and love ? Burt all this 1s bur little to 
what follows. 

2. Ar Death, the ſouls of beltevers are made 
perfect in holineſs, How will they in a moment 
ſee themſelves as white as Snow ? how glorious 
ſhall the Kings Daughter be, when her beauty is 
perfet, how lovelily will ſhe look, when ſhe's 
clad with innocent purity, how excellent when 
her royal Husband the Lord Chriſt ſhall be inh- 
nitely taken with her ? Will he not then ſay,thou 
art all fair my love,there 1s no ſpot in thee, Come 
with metrom Lebanon my Spouſe, with me from 
Lebanen, from the top of Amana , from the 
rop of Shenir and Hermon , from the Lyons 
Dens, from the Mountains of Leopards. Thou 
haſt raviſhed my heart,my Silter,my Spouſe,thou 
haſt raviſhed my heart, with one of thine Eyes, 
with one Chain of thy Neck : How fair is thy 
love, my Siſter, my Spoule ? c>c. Cant. 4. 7, 8, 
9, 10, If the Lord fee ſo much beauty here in | 
his Church, what will he do hereafter, when he þ 
thal] have waſh'd away all her dehlements, and | 
taken out her ſtains, and have decked her with | 
bis Jewels, and put on her Wedding Garment ? 
That Day is coming, O my ſoul ! when will the 
ſhaddows 


41 
thaddows flee away, when will Days and Nights 
be all at an end, when will rime be ſpent, when 
ſhall the Curtain be drawn ? O that, that's the 
place ! thou Jhalt then love that precious Jeſus, 
with a Seraphick and Angel-like love, thou wiltw 
then as much delight and rejoyce in him,as Abra- 
ham, David, OY Paul did. Thy drowſte Soul 
ſhall be as nimble and active in the ſervice of thy 


great Maker, as Eno:h and Eltas ,, thou thalt 
praiſe him Day and Night, and be no more 
weary than the Angels | ond wake thou ſhalr 
perfectly underſtand the vvill of God, and rea- 
dily obey it : thou [halt be holy as God is holy, 
And what vvould you now give for ſuch a frame? 
hovv glad vvould you be to feel a connaturality 
to divine imployments, hovv happy vvould you 
think your ſelves, if your heart vvere alvvayes 
as God vvould have it ? Is it not for this, that 
tn fait and pray ? Is it not for this, that you 


ear, read, and meditate ? Is nor this the end of 


Sacraments ? Well, be of good cheer, in Mount 
Z1on there (hall be deliverance and holinels : 
Obed, 17, And 1s all this nothing, ſeemerh ir 
{ti}l a fall priviledge to be a Child of God, and 
like our Father ! vvho that underſtands this 
vvould not bid Death vvelcome, arid ſay novv 
Grave do thy vvorit 2? Ask Paul, and he vvill tell 
you, that upon this account he groans : enquire 
of David, and he vvill let you underſtand, that 
he never expects ſatisfaction, till he avvake vvith 


God's likeneſs. Pſal. 17. 

3. Another thing vvherein the bleſſedneſs of 
a Chriſtian at Death lyes, is this, the ſaght of 
Chriſt, What can be more defired by a Child of 


God, than to behold and enjoy him, by wn 
| a 
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all the mercies we have, and all that we expe&t, 
flow in to us, Eph, 1.11. That good old Saint, 
Ltk, 2.30. thought it a Heaven upon Earth to 
fee him, though his Majeſty was vailed, and the 
brightneſs of hts glory wrapped up, and covered 
by his humanity, he doth ting a Requiem to [11s 
Soul, and ſay. Now ler thy Servant dep.irt 11 
peace , for mine Fres bave ſeen thy Salvation, 
How were Percy, [.mes, and Tobn, atteRted ar his 
transhguration, Af.4.17 2. What an admirable 
trame doth the Spore ferm to be in, when the 
taw only the fh;4vow and back-parts of this be- 
loved one, C:nt.5. 16. She can't tell when to 
have done commending of him, Bur all this is 
bur a ſmall things, compared to the ſight which 
they ſhall fee, when thetr graces ſhall be com- 
ptcat,and rherr Soul like him, and then thall they 
behold the King in Is beauty ; no longer the con- 
tempt and ſcorn of the World, no longer im po- 
verty and want,no ionger crucihed and rejected ; 
bur Jeſus, the exprels Image of his Father, and 
the brightneſs of lus glory, accompanyed with 
Millions of Anvels, all ar Iis command, and 
yet for all this,cattins 2 gracious Eye upon them ; 
then ſhall che Soul behold him face ro tace, who 
did, and ſuftered fuch wonderful things tor it 3 
*rwas he that came our of his Farhers . boſome., 
**was he that ſtept out of his Throne, and put otf 
Mo Robes, that came leaping over the Mountains, 
and skipping over the Hills, running thorow a 
thouſand diftculties, that he might pluck rhee our 
of thy miſery, and deliver thee out of the paw 
of the Lyon, and the Bear, that he might redeem 
thee from the power of Sin, Death, and Hell. 
How will the Heavens eccho with Songs of JOY 
wanacn 


when the Bride, the Lamb's Wife, ſhall come to 
dwell with her Husband for ever ? 1ſay 33.17. 
Chriſt 1s the defire of Nations, the joy ot An- 
gels, the delight of the Father, and he in whom 
he is well-pleaſed. What ſolace then muſt that 
Soul be filled with,that hath the poſſcftion of him 
to all Erernity ; Is not his love better than wine, 
and a look of his countenance to be preterred be- 
tore Corn and Oyl ? Is not tis kindnels ro be va- 
lued above life it feli 2 What meanc{t thou then 
Q my Soul, that thou do{t t dreaJ his coming ? 
Why art thou fo loath to be with him 7 Why art 
thou afraid of the enjoyment or lum ? Will thy 
Redeemer make thee a ſlave, hath Heaven chan- 
ved his Nature, and made him Icts defirable ? 
Will thy Saviour make thee nuſerable ? Awake 
then, O ye Saints, and ſtand a tip-roe, wait, watch, 
and longs till rhou ſee him, who alone can bill 
thy Soul ! fight, trive, and run, till you enzoy. 
One 1mile ot his, one look of his love, 1s worth 
the plealures of ten Worlus : where 1s thy heart, 
where are thy deſires, what's become of thy 
love ? if Chriſt Goth not aftiect, draw, and hre 
thee, what will ? but when thou thalt ſee Chrift 
indeed, his very looks will ſo warm thy Soul, 
that thou ſhalt in a moment feel a divine flame, 
which thall never be extinguiſhed, as long as 
Chriſt, the object of thy love, ſhall live : the 
tiphr of Chriſt will put new life into thy Sout, 
and make thy love and joy treth tor ever 3 this 1s 
be, O my Soul, that was wounded, that thou 
mighteſt be healed , this is he who was Crowned 
vvith Thorns, that thou mighteft be Crovyned 
vvith Glory ; this, this is he thar dyed, that 
chou mighteſt live, Is nor all the Glory of Hea-" 

Vvea 


(9 
ven vvrapped up in him ? Are not the Treaſures 
of divine kindneſs, which vvere ſometimes hid 
in him, novv opened ? Tell me now, O my ſoul, 
is there any in tvvo Worlds comparadle to him ? 
Was not that he that ſheltered thee from the 
ſtorms of God's vvrath ? Was not that precious 
Body, the Shield vvhich blunted the Svvord of 
Juſtice, and kept the Arrovves of the Almighty 
from doing dreadful execution upon thee, an E- 
nemy, Traytor, and Rebel ? Was it not he thar 
laid dovvn the price, that bought thy pardon, 
that parchaſcd this Inheritance ? vvas it not he 
that ted thee vvith his Body, that broached his 
heart blood, to quench the thirit of thy Soul, 
the luſts of thy heart, and the Aames of God's 
indignation ! Look upon him, is he not made up 
of love! I fee now, it 1isnot for nothing, that 
the Virgins did love him, it was not vvithour 
good reaſon, that the Spouſe vvas ſick , it vvas 
not vvithout very good cauſe, that the Saints did 
ſo long to be vvith him, to be with him did I 
fay ? vvho that hears of him, can chooſe but 
vviſh to fee him, vvho that ſees him, can live 
without him, who that lives vvith him can leave 
him ? What mean the World ? Sure they are 
dead,blind,or mad : but vvhere am I now ? This 
is a ſubject ſo ſvveer, that I can't tell hovy to 
make an end, O that I might ſee, know, and 
enjoy ! look dear Jeſus upon me, and let me go, 
and tell the World thy beauties, let me every ; 
have a little ſight of thee, that I may commend 
thee a thouſand times more feelingly, and that I 
may command the aftetions of all that hear of 
thee, that nothing but thy love may ſerve their 
turns, Pardon me, that this admirable one hath 
dravvn 


4 
dravvn out my thoughts ſo largely. If you can 
but love after all this, and fee hini when you dye 
with comfort, you will ſay, I were too ſhort in 
his praiſes, and too ſuperficial in his commenda- 
tions, and that the halt was not told you. 

4. The bleſſedneſs of departed Saints lies in 
this, that they ſhall meer with all the Children of 
God, and have communion with the ſpirits of 
the juſt, made pertc&, Thou ſhalt then meer thy 
beſt friends, whoſe company was ſo warming, 
whoſe words were ſo incouraging, whole lives 
did fo much command Religion, their Faces did 
then ſhine,their converſation was in Heaven : but 
O what an alteration is there in them for the ber- 
ter! their Souls are now like Chriſt, nothing bur 
grace, love, and praiſe : no difference in judg- 
ment, no pride or paſſion, nothing that offends. 
And how vvill they vvelcome you to their Fa- 
thers Houſe, you that took ſweet counſe] roge- 
ther, that went ro the Houſe of God, that ralk'd 
of that glory, how glad will you be, when you 
meet in it ? Nay,Death will bring you acquainted 
with all theſe tamous Worthies, of whom the 
World was not worthy, the noble Champions of 
Chritt, which thought not their lives dear to 
them, ſo they might but finiſh their courſe with 
joy : this Porter opens the Door, and lets rhe 
Saints Soul into that Palace, where all the Favou- 
rites of that great Prince refide ; and thou ſhalt 
Rand alſo with them upon Mount Zn, in the 
preſence of that Mighty King, and ſhalt behold, 
and live in his glory tor ever : And 1s all this in- 
conſiderable 2 What would I give to fre Enoch, 
tbac walked with God 2 How glad ſhould I be to 
be acquainted with Elias ? how joyful, if I _—_ 
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have ſome diſcourſe with Paul ? Would it nor 
make one couragious in the cauſe of God, if one 
could hear Daniel, or the Three Children rell 
the ſtory of their deliverance 2 How ſhould one 
be pleaſed to have it from the Mouth of Aſoſcs, 
Foſhuah, and Caleb, what God did for 1fracl in 
the helds of Ham, the Red-Sea, and the Wilyer- 
neſs ? and how he brought them into the Land of 
Canaax ; hovy do you think you ſhould be af- 
feed at ſuch things as theſe ? vvhy ? as formi- 
dable as Death looks, it's he that brings us to 
the ſpeech of all theſe, How loath are we novy 
to part, when a knot of us have got together, 
to talk about the things of another World 2 are 
not the Saints the excellent ones, in whom 15 our 
delight ? is not the cmpry diſcourſe of the unex- 
perienced World tedious, and their Company a 
burden ? Why ? Heaven hath in it none bur 
Saints, and Ancels, and the blefled God. Is not 
that Company indeed ? and all their work will be 
ro admire, praiſe, and love God, and to take 
infinite delight, and complacency in him to all E- 
ternity. O what acclamarions of joy vvill there 
be, vyhen all the Children of God ſhall meet to- 
gether, vvithout fear of being diſturbed by the 
Antichrittian and Cami brood: when they meet, 
and never part, but joyn in Hallelujahs for ever, 
That, that's the melody, vvhen a Quire of ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand ot Angels thall ſin 
an Eternal Song, and the hundred and forty = 
four thouſand, and that innumerable Company, 
gut of all Nations, Tongues, and Kindreds, (hall 
anſvver, ſaving, Bleſſins honour, glory, and power, 
be unto Him that ſits upon the T hrone, and wnto 
the [mb jor COVEY aiid ever. Rev. 3. 13, Luk. 
13. 
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13. 28, 29. Heb, 11, 22, Eph. 2, 19. 

5. An other thing, wherein the bleſſedneſs of 
the Saints departed confilts, is, that then all their 
Prayers ſhall be tully anſwered, their deſires fa- 
xIfhed, and hopes enjoycd. Ihey now oft, with 
forrow, hear the reproaches of the wicked, who 
are ready to ask them, vvhere is their God ? 
vvhat is become of their ſalts, tears, and groans, 
to vvhat purpole do they ajHict themfelves? what 
profit 1s it for them to call upon God !? whac be- 
neht is there in ſervi1s the Almighty ? The wick- 
ed boaſt of their hearts deſire, and are ready to 
fleight Religion, as a vſcleſs and contemptible 
thing. But 1s there not a time a coming, vrhen 
the godly may ask them, vvhat proft they have 
novv in their pleaſures, vvhat comtort in their 
ereatneſs, what fruit of all their labours ? and 
with unſpeakable fatisfattion, produce their 
Crown, anJ fay, This, this was the prize that 
we contended for ; this was the reward that vye 
had in our Eye, this was the glory and honour 
which we fo highiy valued; Ts i our God an 
whom we have truſted, El. 25.9, The Saints 
ſhall then ſee, that it was nut in vain to ſeek, 
knock, and wait ; then they ſhall underftand,that 
nothing was lolt, which was ſpent for their Souls 
and Heaven : they thall ſhortly know, that the 
pooreit hearty groan was heard, the quickeſt e- 
jaculations were not anobſerved, and that the 
vveakett lincere Prayers were able to pierce the , 
Heavens, O who would not ſerve ſuch a Ma- 
iter, who can'*c forget any of his! nay,the Lord 
will infinitely out-do their requeits, and give 
them more than their Tongues: could ask, and 
mindes conceive, This is the portion of them that 
leek 
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ſeek thee, that ſeek thy face, O Facob. 

6. At Death, the Believer ſhall be pofſeſſed of 
God,and know what the beatifical Yilion means ; 
and if you would be better fatisfied what this is, 
my requeſt is, that you would live holily,and go, 
and ſee. And it after a {1Sht and ſenſe of this in- 
comprehenſible glory, you finde that I have de- 
ceived you, by making you to over-value it, I 
am contented to bear the blame of an Impoſtor, 
I] am here bur brief, becauſe I muſt conteſs ny 
Meditations are now at a loſs, and filence, and a- 
ſtoniſhment muſt ſpeak the ret, 

7. That which is no ſmall addition to a Saints 
happineſs is this, that there is no fear of loſing 
of it; his Enemies can't rob him, for they are 
all fafe enough, and his Treaſure is locked up 
there, where neither Morh,nor Ruſt can corrupt, 
nor Thieves break thorow, and fteal ; the Chri- 
ſtian may then rejoyce over his Enemy, and tay, 
vvho ſhall ſeparate me from the love of God ? 
they that are ſafe in Heaven, need not to enter- 
rain any fears of loſing their Inheritance, If God 
that made Heaven, and brought them to it, can 
ſecure them, if Chrilt that bought it tor them, 
can make good his purchaſe, it all challenges 
are laid aſide, they are vvel| enough ; thy houſe 
hall not be ſhaken, thy comforts are durable, a»:d 
the leaſe of thy Inheritance runs paralle: with che 
life of God, and mult not expire til] Eccernny be 
ſpent, Rom. 8. 23. eb. 13.5. 1j. 54 10. 1f, 

5. laſt. 

$. The laſt thing that I ſhall mention, wherem 

the happineſs of the Dead, thac dye m the Lord, 


conſiſts, is in the full and joytul aſſurance of a - 


Slorious ReſurreRion,and acquirance at the day 
of 
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of Judgment, Their Bodies are the ſacred Tem- 
! ples wherein God did dwell, they are nor there- 
| tore tO be buried in forgetfulneſs, bur ſhall be 
& reſerved as Jewels jn a Cabinet, and at the Re- 

ſurrection, they ſhall be furbuthed, and fer in 
* Glory ; the very Duſt of the Saints is precious, 
| and thoſe very Members, that were afliſtant to 
he Soul, in the Worſhip of God, ſhall partake 
+ of its Glory ; and upon this account, the People 
| of God dye infaith, that their Bodies and Souls 
 thall have a blefled Meeting ; upon this account, 
believers weep not at the Interment of their 
Chriſtian brethren, as thoſe which have no hope, 
* but rhe rhoughts of a furure meeting ſwallows up 
| tlic gricf of preſent parting; they underſtand 
Fchat it would be a piece of unkindnels to be 
grieved at their happineſs, and that ir ſpeaks too 
much ſelf-love, and roo great a disbelief of their 
unſeen glory, and too much defire, that our 
wills ſhould be done before God's. What a deal 
lot ſorrow would the ſound belief of the realty 
po! invitibles prevent 2 With what chearfulneſg 
might the dear Children of God part, when they 
think how certainly, and ſpeedily they thall fee 
bone another again, never to part more, If the 
Do@rine of the Reſurrefion were bur better un- 
deritoovd, if the Grave were bur looked upon, 
as a Chamber to reſt in, and if faith could bur 


take Death to be but an undretling, to put on 
erter Raiment, how contentedly then ſhould we 
Þc uncloihed, that we might be clothed with 1m- 
mortality : And why ſeems it a thing incredible, 
hat the Body ſhould riſe again ? Is 1t a thing 18- 
redible, that he which wade a World out of nov 
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thing, ſhouid raife p our ticlefs Daft, and ſcat- 
tered Bones 2 Is any thiro two bard tor the Al- 
mighty - Vas he put tO it, when he made Van 
Out Of a tunp © ( dy? Is tn beyond his power 
[Oo ratic Chrliie tO geo 4am Our. ot the very 
Stones - Can nothing be acted by an Omnipo- 
teat Agent, but ic muſt filt be torved in our 
Drains 4 ball God d waceed come and bow [0 Us, 
and wil. ome ask countel 04 jolly, how he ſhould 
manage his afairs ! Duth rot God every Day 
do as great Wonders, as this ? and hath not he 
given, our aith very conſiderable helps in this 
matter { Doth nor lus Yearly providences preach 
the truth oft this Doctrine ? What Farmer thinks 
his Seed loſt, when 1t's buried under ihe Clogs, 
vihen the Winter hath difrobed the Medowes, 
and covered them with a white Mantle, w:ll youp; 
theretore conclude they (hall never be dreſl cd 4: 
Sam with their Greets, and decked with theirf 
Fiower< ? but 1t all this fonily nothmneg, wlart dof. 

. PT Vol BY. ON y 
you ib:nk of what God Fath done alrcady 7 wasſ 
Lazai 1s his Returreocticn a cheat 4 and were tle | 
Exan.uhits miftaken, which tell vs of the 11111 
0j many of the Sams, and tat tl cY Wert into 
the Fuly City f 1+ Ci:rift (il) in n\-4 Grave ' andſl 


wh;ci hah beer. h. agem : \ | at bath Gol , 
Ie1 POW<] than Ie bad = 0 « A1 5m 54 KET than G | 
itwas- Is the Grave roo {tions tor bm * And. 
rethe Doors of it 16 talt locked, that his Key 
Can't « pun them 2 Div Chr: pronulte more than 
he coulc maxe goud, _ te fad, 1 will raiſe F 
them up at the laj Diy, O wunbei.ct ! how doſk 
thou 1} oy| iy comtorts, and daunt my cou BF 
trut 
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tenth cart lye, the Almighty can't be weak, God 
is it4l] like himſeh . Aruvt thecaſe be (o, what x 
good condition 18 tf e dead Satnt in? his lie ts 


td wah Chriitt, ard when Chrift, who 1s his Iife, 


4 i] "TE iſs ne alitg EH A; | Cai » 1h Fi m i 
Giory [ And \\ W141 ces l Of r body v [| til be P 
when it thall be | k. the glorious Body of Chriſt 3 


peri.ct, active, wn creat [ook up to the Ky, 
(100 \ «pi {oe HOW 1 ls | Liar body iS 5 wh: ol} I1olit C- 
en. the whole W: on how hy tUly tat Chas 
pion runs to fnith his ; yea cout 2 vohy 
JL atcod and weld Budy thall cre loag be as glo- 
F105, as the Sun 11 ts itrenathand as lively i ts 
moons f How caiily will it mount int: ) the Aire 
10 meet the Lord inthe Clouds ? how actively 
wi] 1t pals from o! ne ide of the Heavens to ano” 
ther, wih as much expedition, as it ſhall defire ? 


MuW readily with it run at the command of its 


Ercat Maker, and Kcep pace with thoſe winged 


« p cll-ngers the Angel>, hey thall be no longer 


uct heavy, util pieces of Clay, and bundles of 
| eaſcs, bur when they are called our of theic 
:d, they thall be refreſhed abundanily, and with 
Pi meet their Souls, and be acted by them, O 
iahinks what kind of greeting will thefe rwo 
p14 Companions have, woen they fee One ano 
Wer in an other World ; what ſtrange falutations 
Fill they give each other, Will not the Soul ſay 
b the Body, where had{t thou, O my triend, 

at glocious lplendor ? who clothed thee in fo 

vely a dreſs ? how caineit thou by coat Majelty 
d bearty ! Art thou tha: Body which were 

ſont to bear me _— to the Houſe of God, 
i thoſe the Eyes that wepr fo off 2 Ar? choſe 
E 2 the 
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(52 
the Feet which travelled | many miles to hear 
the Word. O excellent alteration ! well, nowF 
you ſce that your pains was not altogether loſt, 
and as for me, 1 have beheld the glory of ou 
royal Bridegroom, I have viewed his Chambers, 
and have lodged in Is boſom, ever ſince you 
and I parted, and I] have found that he hath 
made good all his promiſes to a tittle. I had 
no ſooner parted from thee , but he ſent hi 
Angels for me, and they brought me with joy 
anto his Pavihan, and there did I fee him com 
poſed with millions of ſuch Courtiers, and alF: 
our old friends I ſaw there; and O ſuch joy 
happineſs, and pleaſure is unſpeakable ; buf/ 
what found is that which I hear , Is it no 
the Voice of the Arch Angel ? we are comP 
manded away 3 Who 1s that, do you thin 
that rides in ſuch {tate, with fo great a Tra 
after him? who tits upon that Throne , hark" 
hark, he calls you, make haſte, make haſte 1 
way. Come you blefſed of wy Father 
enter now into Jour Maſters joy : Dwell | 
the Manſions that ] have prepared, poſſeſs ti 
Inheritance that 1 have given you: You at 
mine, and I am yours, I have berrothed yo. 
to my ſelf long tince, and now the marriag:* 
Day 1s come, and [| take you to be my Spou 
for ever. Before my Father, and theſe m 
Servants, I take you to be my wedded Wi! 
for ever : and I do now for ever acquit y0 
from all offences, they ſhall never be remgs 
bred any more ;, LI inveſt you with the fan 
glory that I poſſeſs, I indow you with all t 

iches of my Kingdome, I will mm 
ocy 


ſoever may offend you ; look how your Ene- 
| mics tremble, I have already vindicated you 
from all thoſe falſe imputations, which their 
C malice d1d calt upon- you, I have filenced your 
Faccuſers, and tor ever ſtopped the Mouths of 
'F their great adverſaries, and they ſ}:all imme- 
diately be removed out of their fight, and 
had pay dearly tor all their abuſes, Juliice, call 
h;þ thoſe Pritoners to the Bar, ----- Depart from 
me ye curſed mto everlaſting Fire, preparcd 


100; 
ba ifor the Dewil and his Angels, And now my 
\{þÞcloved, the Cloud 1s quite gone ; come now 


d _ i wo! - 
01 into my Armes, I will never frown more, 
J Jcome away my love, my Dove, my undefi- 
cd, and rejoyce in my love, you and I will 
never part more , what I have is yours, I 
. (am well pleaſed in my choice, my Father loves 
1n 
-... you, as 1 do; you lhall be where I am, and 
ave the fame pleaſures that I have, and live 


K | 
way s I do to Eternity, eAmen, hallclujah, ever 
ak 0 come Lord Feſus, come quickly, Mat. 26. 


1 > CFC. Fobn 37. 24. : Kev. 22. 9, 
r. ſp £97. 15+ 33, $4: Daniel 12. 2, 3- Mat. 
| aÞ- 16-17 Mil. 4. 1. 1 The. 4. 14, 15, 
Bs, 17, 18. And 1s not this a ſufficient re- 


- ward, for thoſe poor ſervices, which the be- 
oudever doth perform, while he lives upon the 
F rth? Is there nothing in all this ? Seem- 


"i th it to you a ſmall matter to be free from 
v9: Is it no favour to be ſecured trom Sa- 
| þ han ? Is not that a deſirable place, vyherein 
MFbere is ſo much glory, that the World in its 
Il cit dreſs, looks like a deform'd ugly thing 

0it2 Who would not be glad r@ have all 
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Diſeaſes cured, pains removed, and wants ſnp- 
pled ? Will not that be a Day ot comfort 
indeed ? when Faith thall be ended in fight , 
hope in erjoyment, defire in a delicht.ul ang 
Erernal jrwtton 2? viben patience fhall Þave 
done all its work, when an everiaſting Jub:- 
Jee ſhall put a period to all ſorrows 5 Is it 
no honour to be conv.yed into Heaven by 2 
Guard ot Anvelss Do you count it an im- 
con{:derabl: iavour to fee King Fefirs m his 
Throne ! Have you no defire ro be with all 
your £00d iriends, and to know all the Fa-f 
Vournes of Hea.en? Would you not reckon 
it a great mercy, to have all your Prayers 
anſwered to the full * Will there be no plea- 
ſure in the beatifical Viſion 2 Would not all 
this be the more conſiderable, if it nius:ht ian Þ 
always ? Is « no fatisfachon to you, roſj 
know that your Body ſhall be raiſed, likeÞ 
£ hrilt*s Body.? and that your Body and Sou! 
ſhall be publickly acquitted, owned, and blet- 
ſed before the great Court : and atter this, 
live in the ſame gloiy that Chriſt hives in: 
If all this be ws:th the having, then the de- 
parted Saint is no loſer, and we may well 
ſay, Sleſfſed are the Dead which dye in 42 
Lord, | 

Thus I have ſhewed who are theyſ 
which dye in the Lord: and proved 
that ſuch are bleſ{[ed, and ſhewed where- 
In their blefledneſs doth ccnt.ſt. 1] now 
come to make ſome Improvement of 
this Doctrine. 
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F, 
"0 - - Fir, by way of Information ; that holt:- 
veſt nets is no fuch {ily thins, as the World thinks 
bi-@ it to be : Sure, it there be any rhino in relt, 
i happineſs, and glory, then the Saint tcarce de- 
210 f{crved the 1mpuration of Fanaticiime : They 
n- wiich have received their Wares, vvill fay, 
his that the fervice of God 15 not unprofitable, 
all an they tin-le themtcives to be no looters, 


Fa-þ though credit, eftare, and blood were ſpent in 
on the cauſe of Chritt : Should you 45k them, 
Crs who, rhorow may Tribulations, have entred 
c-F imo the Kingdoin of Heaven 2 Whether they 
all repent of their uWiligence for Heaven, whether 
alk God hath not paid them double for their 
rofÞ fellſ-denyal, lofles, and kindnetles? VVould 
likeÞ they not cry vut truly, God is good to [/- , 
ouE rz!{, how great 15 that Treaſure, that is laid 
leſ-F up tor them that tear him ? Never let any 
is, grutch to ſerve God chreertuily, for verily he 
n:Þ is a rewarcer of them which diligently ſeek 
deſk him, 


the Wan Fi 


heyſl 1f the Saint be fo happy in another Worid, 
:edſÞ hen let us all examine, whether we are in the 
number of thoſe Perſons, tor whom ſuch things 
are prepared, Contider {irs, that this is not 
like ro be every Mans portion, all Men and 
Women are not Kings and Queens, nor all the 
Sons of Adam Heirs of ſuch an 1nkeritance ; 
E 4 few 


56, 
few run ſo as to Fed few fight fo as to 
conquer, and get the Field, few att, as if this 
bleſſedneſs were worth the minding , and le 
me tell you, Heaven 1s not got with a vet. 
Finger, moſt do their work by the halves. 
and though the Spirit move them, the Word. 
providence, call them, the Mimiſters beſcech 
them, yet all will not do, they will not be 
perſwaded, but a tew lazy wiſhes will do, as 
well as all the ſeriouſnets in the World, and 
thus they will pur things to the venture, and 
count a hazard, in the maiters of their Souls 
and Eternity, but a trivial thing : VVe can't 
for our hves ger Men to be in good earneſt, 
bur they will bleſs themſelves, rhouch God 
curſe them; and take it for granted, that all 
1s well, when God knows they are in as fad 
a condition, as can we!! be imagined on this 
fide of Damnation, Vve tell them that moit 
miſtake, and that miſtake here 1s the moſt de- 
plorable; and yet {till Men are aſleep ; and 
what 1f this ſhould be thy condition, O Sin- 
ner, that comeit hither for faſhion ſake, and 
ſits there very trim and cheary? VVhat ſayl} 
thou Man, art provided for Eternity ? What 
title haſt thou to glory ? Dolt thou knovy 
what it means to be convinced of (in ? . Was 
it ever made loathſome to thee f And canit Þ 
thou fay thou hateſt it with a perfe& hatred ? 
and that not only as contrary to thee, and as 
n brings Hell, Miſery, and Damvation with Þ | 
n, but as it js contrary to God, abuſing his 
govdneſs, hating his purity , dethroning his 
Majclty z hath fin ever looked vou ig the face 
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beſmeered with the blood of Chriſt? 
Were you ever made to underftand your 
abſolute need of Chriſt? D1d you ever 
| make a compleat reſignation of your 
-d. F felt to him? and hath 1t been your bn- 
ch | fineſs to act for him? and have you telt 
be | any ſtrength coming trom him, enabling 
35 Þ of you to bring forth fruit meet for re- 
pentance, and to dye unto f1n, and to 
live unto righteouſneſs ? and yet after 
n't | all this, have you looked upon your ſelf 
as an unprofitable ſervant 2 what expe- 
od | rience have you 1n theſe things ? put 
all Þ this queſtion home to thy conliciences 
tay, am I acquainted with ſuch things 
or no? are theſe things Riddles to me, 
ic. | or do I know what they mean ? well 
nd | now, have you done as I bid you, and 
in-Þ what ſaith conſcience? is it altogether 
nd | Glent,or doth it put you off till another 
YI! | time? why,then ſpeak again, and again, 

and ask it whether this be not a ſerious 
-ic | queſtion, and a bufineſs of fome impor- 
ni þ tance: but becauſe People for the moſt 
4? Þ part trifle in this great buſineſs, I ſhall 
25 Þ ſpeak ſomething by way of Lamenta- 
ith I tion and convittion. 
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in the Lord, then what a caſe are they | 
in, which live and dye out of Chritt 2 Þ 
it none but the friends and Children of Þ 
God be thus happy, what will become 

of them which are aliens from the Com -| 
mon wealth ot 7/rael, that live without 
God in the World 2 Where ſhall the 
wicked and ungodly appear? O what a 
lamentable condition are molt of the 
W-rld in! it we could lee all the dead 
Souls in this Congregation, what a ghaſt- 
Iy tgat would it be. (hould God ttrike 


'all them dead, which lye in their fas, 


and know not Chriſt; it is to be fear- 
ed, that the Aitſembly would be tar 
thinner than it 1s? ſhould the Graves 0- 
pen, and the Souls and Bones fay to us, 
make haſt, make haſt, up vet your Souls 
dreiled,tor within three Days you muſt 
Iye 1n this black and cold Chamber with 
us? How would this make moſt of our 
Faces to gather paleneſs,and our joynts 
ready to knock one againſt another # 
but what it another Voice thould ſecond 
it, and one (ſhould come roaring out of F 
Hell, wrapped about with Flames, and 
ſhould ſay, it is a feartul thing to fall } 
into the hands of the living God, they 
that dye 1a fia mult be buried 1n m_ 
an 


(59) | 
and 1f this very moment, you do not 
turn, you muſt take a place with us in 
thoſe tornients, from wtich there 1s no 


redemption; Would this move you? 


why lirs, is there nut as much reaton 
that you ſhould believe God,as the d+m- 
ned 2 O what wonders are ſtupid fin- 
ners! how unconcerned do they go up 
and down,as it it were a very eaſy thing 
to prepare for Death, and a needleſs 
thing to think of Eternity, O you that 
know a little, what the lite and death 
of a Soul 1s,eome help us to mourn over 
our dead, Doth not the very Aire imell 
of the dead ? Are not their numbers 
lcarce to be computed ? whole Famt- 
lies, Fowns, Cities, and ſcarce one I11- 
ving Soul amongſt them | O where, 
where is our pity? how can we bear to 
lee ſo many millions go to the Pit, and 
nut bettow one tear upon them? what's 
the matter, O my Sou}, that thou art 
no more Comp-flonate? would Heſter, 
Jeremiah. Paul , nay, would the King 
and Princes ot Niniveh have been no 
more troubled, it Souls had been 1n the 
fame danger in their Days, as they are 
in ours, But that I miay a little move 


my 1elf and others, let me commune 2 
little 


DO 


little with you, you are yet in your ſen- 
ſes, and have the uſe of your under- 
ſtandings,and are not brutes nor (tones; 
ſhall | have leave to reaton the caſe #+- 
little with you? do you never uſe your 
reaſon? have you not a principle of lelf- 
preſervation? do you never conhider whi- 
ther you are going, while you make haſt 
to Hell 2 Do you never think of Hea- 
ven? and is it fo frighttu} a place, that 
you ſhould be afraid of it 2 will it un- 
do you to be ſaved? and 1s that bleſ- 
lednels, which I have ſet before you, fo 
contemptible a thing, that you will not 
ſo much as give the thoughts of it one 
Hours entertainment in your Soul? Can 
you be contented without it, and preter 
your (hort lived pleaſures betore it? it 
the cale be fo, thank your ſelves, if you 
have your choice, blame not God, it he 
deny you that which you thought not 
worth the accepting : As for us Mini- 
ſters, we call God, Angels, and Men to 
witneſs, that we havetold you ot your 
danger, and if you will not take Warn- 
ng, who can help it; it we knew what 
in the World to do to prevent your ru- 
ine, God forbid but that we ſhould rea- 
dily do it, bur if after all your threat- 
nings, 


7" "OJ 
nings, perſwaſzons, and intreaties, you 
will go on (til, why, your blood be up- 


on your own Souls: 3 but though ſpeak 


' thus, | hope better things of many here 


preſent, and things that do accompany 
ſalvation. I ſhall ſpeak for your incou- 
ragement 1n the next Ule. 

Wk FV. 

Is it {o,that they are bleſſed that dye 
in the Lord, why then ſhould the be- 
liever be ſo much afraid of Dearth ? 
What though 1t be the King of terrors, 
is it ſo to all? Have not ſome handled 
this Serpent without any fear 2 What 
have I been proving all this while? Is 
there not one word of ſenſe 1n all that 
bath been ſpoken? get bur this ſecured 
that you are a Child of God, make but 
the King your friend, and then neither 
his Serjeant, nor his Porrer will do you 
any hurt, except to arreſt your enemies, 
and to open the Gates of his Palace to 
you,and to admit you Into his preſence 
be counted an injury : who would be 
afraid of everlatting reſt, why ſhould 
any one be fo loth to have his diſeaſes 
healed, why ſhou!d we be ſo unwilling 
to receive that which we ſeem with 
much earneſtneſs to 15k? Will the Pri- 
{oner 


2 
foner chooſe always to live confined ? will he fall 
in love with his Chains,or be angry with him that 
comes to knock off his ſhackles 4 Is the mi, erabic 
Captive atraid ot his Iiberty ? why do you he car, 
praV, and re ad 2 ro what purpoſe do you {trive; 
watch, and hope : Is it all tor that whicl You 
tr emble c cO 5 have , What report QJoth tauh bring of 
an other World 2 Doth it tell you that it 1s a 
Land of Darkneis and lorrow, or that it 15 1 
place of joy, pleaſure al d happmets 2 and what 
{ill loth ro depart ? 18 L 1s World the more deft- 
rable ot the rwo, an. are thy fins and carnal 
Companions more lovely than Chriit ! It the caſe 
be ſo, then why doit thou talk of believing : ' Is 
this your faith { the truth of it is, if this be th d' 
caſe, thou haſt no great reaſon we over de! [i- 
rows of leaving this World, for I perceive thou 
haſt bu.it thy Houle here , and doit not take 
Heaven tor thy kelt, bur 1 cais of abſolute 
neceflity, thou thinkelt t a more colerable place 
than Hell and Torments, But thou art not the 
Perſon, that I have now to do with, I thall tpeak 
a word or two to luch by and by : my errant it 
is to thee, O praying and believing Saint, I 
would tain hearten thee up a liule, hat thou 
may*it thew the World, that Heaven 1s not fo 
ſorry a preterment, as that one thould hardly 
” perſwaded to accept of it, but that it 15 
ndeed what the Scriptures , Miniſters. and rhe 
& Children ot God ſay it is, O contradict not 
your 'protetſion, and let the wicked fee, that 
you. have got ſomething in an other World, 
and thac your happineſs begins rhere, where 
theirs ez, You work hard, and will you be 
atraid 
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2fraid when Night comes to receive your Wages; 
I hope you will net fay that the Lord is a hard 
Maſter, and that Iis wag es are not worth the res 
cen ng, T.ctthewicked trawbile, and the enemies 


vi God fear, ard |t the workers of iniquity be 


at:aid of their appeal arce belore their Judge, 
Brit let NOT. il; o fail) ul fub |rres hs King, 
ib Wite her Hu-band, nor the C lid Is Father. 
] would {ain arguc ny felt ard otters out of 
thotc flaviſh icars, Cor! der f:rstÞFat now death 
bath loft it> firs, ard ihe Grave us bitterneſs, 
ard a Sairt (11 he will b 1wthe as carctul im keep- 
ing his watch, a+ he or A ©) may beable to ſp. ak 
the fame Lat OLUSE, AS Paiidid. O Death where 
w thy Stmg, U Giave where us thy Vidory ? 
i Cor, 15 55. - dromieto hve 1s Chrilt, and 
[<) dye I LAall: J [ infire is be difjulved, and to be 
with Chitjt, VE Death were l;ke to make a fe- 
pPC1I4e SIO b etrvecn Chl ri{t and thee. 1 ſhould then 
be tar {rom blaming theic thy tears, but ] ſhould 
rather wonder , that ihey are not a thouſand 
ttes greater. Bui niv-thipk- a Soul that bath 
hd many a ſweet Kkifs from Chriſt, that under- 
ſtands what he 1s worth, and that hath ſome 
good reaſon to fay, my Þyhoved 18 mine, and 

1 am 1s, me-think<s(I lay j{uch a one ſhould not 
cdetire, that the Day of Marriage ſhould be pro- 
tracted, Sure, were this but clcared, it Were no- 
thing tw Gye, but lite it ſelf would be a5 conll- 
derabic an exerciſe ot Patierice, 4s any thing in 
the Wold ; let me theretore again expoltulate 
the cale with thee, and do what | can to lake off 
thoſe unwarrantable tears. What 1s it thar you are 
{o much atraid of f 1s it of pains why, LAY 
you are dead, you wall tec] none, they be the li- 
ving 


” 
ving which feel pains, and I believe there are few 
living, bur at one time or other feel as much pain 
as ſome do jn their death , and if their pains be 
acute, they are like to be ſhort, and if they be nor | 
acure,they may be the more ecafily born. Are you *þ 
_ to leave your triends, I hope God's Saints, F 

nd Angels are other oueſs triends than any you 
bs here. You hace a fine Houſe,and ſweet con- 
veniences, alas, *tts but a Hog-ity, or a Dunghil, 
it compat '<d with Heaven, Bur how (hall 1 do for 
my Children ! what will become of them, when 

T am dead and gone 2 Why, do yon make no- 
thing of God*s promiſe? Is not he a Father to 
the Facherleſs 2 And 1s it not his command, that 
we {ſhould leave our Fatherleſs Children with 
him ! Can't God rake as good care of 'them as 
you? O, but the Grave 1s a dolctul place, and 
who c2n think with any comfort of being nail'd 
up in 2 Coffin, and covered over with Farth, 
and of rotting under ground 3 Way Man, is the 
Reſurrection no conort to thee ? if there were 

no fuch thing, this argujng were the more excu- 

ſable, who are you 1 pray; char you ſhould be-pri- 
viledoed above all the Kings and Monarcks fance 
the deginnins of the Wor 1d, which of them have 
ſecured themſelves from the power of Death ? 

which of them could retain their breath a mo- 
ment, when Death had received his Commithon 

TO ftop i it. Are you better than eAbrahamn, Iſaac, ©. 

and Faceb, did not David ſee corruption, and the Kt: 

athers,where arc they ? nay, did not Chriſt dye, 
and dve fo bitter a death, as I believe never _ | 
trom the foundation of the World ever did. Mu 

God make thee the third that muſt be fi ingled 

out from Man-kind, to be tranflated to 

& 


( 05 
Jo you walk as En:ckand Elias did ? and if you do, 
I know you would then be fo humble , not to ex< 


|. p<& this prerogative and fo full ot love to God, as 
Y *<:: ve contented to die,it it were a hundred deaths, (o 
' you might but enjoy him for ever : And what fayyou 


now ? 15 there not a r99t of unbelicf at the bottom? 
is there not ſomething of Atheilm 1a this? hath 


' not the world a prevailing intercit 3n your affcaions ? 


d:) you think you have not had time enough yet to 


| tn? would you fain difpleale God a little more? do 


you imagine that you have not futhciently abuſed 


| his goodacls ? if not, what 15 the matter ? OI want 


Aflurance ! did I but know that I am indeed recon- 
ciled.to Jod, then, O then I could dic as willingly 
as fleep ! The truth of it 1s, there can be no other 
rcalon that can bear any great weight, except this, 
and a detire to glorifie God more in bringing in ſouls 
tohim. As for this latter, I wave it; few of my 


' hearers being ſo much concerned m that, as Mini» 


tiers are ; but as for the former, I would upon this 
3ccount put you upon the molt ſpeedy and ferious 
diligence in this work. I bcheve the Apoſtle had 
foe realun on his tile, when he did fo earnefily 


; pcrf{wade the people of God to uſe all diligence to 


make their Calling and Election fure, and to work 


4 017 their own falvation with fear and trembling. 
; Why then ſhould not every Chrilttan without delay 
| {et upon this? And then the next news we ſhould 
{ hear would be, Com: Lord Jeſus, why are thy 


C.nariot wheels ſolong a coming ? O chat I might 
but com: to eternal life, though thorough the 
valley of the ſhidow of death ! "Tis our trifling with 
Gol that makes the thoughts of our appearing be- 
tore him to bs C2 dreadtul. Oar formality, —_— 
F an 
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and coldneſs, our worldly mindednefs and lazineſs, 
doth us a world of injury. This, this diſturberh 
our peace, this Rirengthens Satan, and blurs our 
evidences, and makes us go defſponding, into arr-- 
other world » and this brings me to the nexe 
utc. 


USE 5. 


Is it fothat they are bleſſed that die in the Lord, 
&c. be hence exhorted, to live fo as that you may 
dic in the L2rd Will you take fo much pairs for 
a little gains 1n this lite, and will you take none 
at all for eternal bleflings? How many hazardous 
voyages have fome of you made to Cinnee, and the 
Eaft Inatts, to get Guld and Spices * how many 
terrible fiorms have you been in, and what incon- 
ccivable hazards have you run, that you might en+ 
joy your felves i age, and have ſome: hing to carry 
you comfortably and decently to your graves? O 
why ſhould you not be as folicious in your foul 
concerns? Remember my dear friends, that you 
arc bound for another world, ard you muſt ere long 
fail into the Ocean of cetcrmty. Contider what 
your laid:ing, is, and whether 1t will return to any 
#ccount wh:n you come home to your great Owner, 
Mcthinks you of all racn ſhould think Grace the 
beſt commodity, an | Chriltianity the belt trade, and 
the ſccnring of everlaſting, happineſs, the greatelt 
wiſdom. How can you live within a few ches 
of death, and look the K:ng of terrours in the face 
every dey,i witnout forne well- grounded evidences 
of your taterctt in Godslove? O who would not 
Iabour to get out of danger? who would not think 
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it a bleſſed eſtate to be beyond fears > who can 
take it to be an unneceſſary work to ſecure a ſoul ? 


15 not this the one thing needful.? what ſhould a 


man get if he ſhould gain the whole world, and 
lole his own foul? and what ſhall a man give in 
exchange for his foul ? But you Profefiors, above 
all, it concerns you to make as fure as can be po{l- 
tible, of Comething better than you can have here 
below. What a Jamentable thing would it be for 
you to undergo fo many reproaches for Chrifts 
fake, to venture your libzrties, and to hazard your 
ettates, and afterall to be Icft in woful uncertain- 
tis? Tr would be adreadfulching toloſe the com- 
foris of both worlds. O make (ure work ! your 
pains and coft here will pay its own charges; be 
not daunted, *tis a thing hath been done , what do 
you fay ? will you take ſome pains in the ex- 
amining, of your heart ? will you keep any guard 
over your felf? will you wrettle for this ble(- 
ling? O what courage and comfort ſhould you 
be endowed with ! with what a chearful coun- 
tenance may you meet death? and how quietly 
lie down 1n your grave , being (ſupported with 
the hopes of a blefled Eternity, and a glorious 
Reſurrection. 

But I ſhall a little alter my diſcourſe, and turn 
my felf to the careleſs ones of the world, which 
think little of death, and leſs of eternity. I had 
occaſion before to bewail your condition, and now 
I might renew my lamentations, as fearing that 
what I have ſpoke, or may ſpeak, will have very 
little operation upon you 3 but however I cannot. 
leave you thus, but I mult try once more, how -2 


Plain compailſionate cxhortation will prevail. O 


F 2 that 
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hat I could tell what words to ſpeak, that might 
each your heart ! O that I could expreſs my 
fe'f in fuch melting, words that might break the 
very ſtones ! O that you may feel this exhorta- 
fio23! 
Mcn, Brethren, and Fathers, give me leave 
to Itt you uncerftand how dearly 1 love you, 
and to thew my aftc&ions in the moſt real de- 
mOnfirations that may be. Sirs, | am come to 
bug of you for Gods fake, to be willing to live, 
] befecch you difpiic not the blifing, but accept 
Chriti and falvation while they are otfcred. Were 
It a thing, pollible to be happy any other way but 
by Chriti ard a holy htc, 1 ſhould fpare my la- 
bour. It Glory could be obtained upon ealier 
ecrms than the Gouipel ſpeaks of, I ſhould eafc 
ry (cit and you ot this trouble. And if any 
were like to be blefcd zfter death, but ſuch as 
dic in the Lord, I ſhould be the more indiftcrent 
in this matter, but ſince that cannot be, methinks 
thole three weaghty words, Life, Death, Etcini- 
ty, thou!d have a mighty influence 'upon you. O 
ict nof a day pals without a tecw ferious thoughts 
of this! I ned hot perſwade you to love your 
lives, nature teacheth you to do that; but there 
15 another Nite, which 1s hid from the world, 
which moti forgets O think of that! thar'salifcþ 
1dced, 2 life of joy, happincls and plcafure? Dearh 
£1145 or 10 (he cars 3 £vcry palling beli tells you, 
tiat your breath is goirg, and that your turn is 
coming, and all the Cuflins that are carricd. by 
your dinJrs, fay, prepare, do your work quickly, 
But who underliands. the 
meariig of this Preacl et? who takes any thought 


= 


(59 | 
of another Iife, makes ready for death, and looks 
into eternity ? O Eccrnity ! Erernity ! how rarely 


. do men think of Eternity ! O- that now {ome 


would b:gin to be wiſe! Do you think your Sun 
will never (ct? will your fands be never ran out ? 
and do you know what dying 1s? then the keepers. 
of the houfe will tremble, the windows ſhall be 
thut, and inſtead of the Daughters of Mafick, the 
voice of groaning, laniniauon and weeping. It 
may bc deaih will lay his cold hand tirſt upon 
thy tect, and bind thum, and they are as cold as 
thecearth, and whit a damp doth this put upon 
thy fpiric ? and then you cry, once more ſend tor 
the Door, and he comes in hafte. O Sir, a world 
for breath, half my eliate to preſerve my life a day 
oF two longer z and what an{wer Joth he make ? Str, 
tis but a folly to flatter you; all the art m th: 
world will not keep you alive two hours longer 
what did you ſend for me tor, to a dead man ? 
and fo he fliogs away in a rage? and how doth 
the fainting Patient hear ſuch tidings! O "what 
{hall L do ! what, will all forſake me? can no&o- _ 
dy hclp me? well, (cad tor a Minifier, and what 
(uth he, Sir, how have you lived ? did you pray in 
your family ? do yoa know experimentally 
what Regencration 1s? what do you fay? Sir, 1 
do not underitand that word : What, did you ne- 
ver hcar a Sermon in your life? were you bogn in 
England? To be regenerated is to he born again z 
do you know what that 1s ? O no, that's impoſ- 
ible! Why then, Sir, you are in a lamentable 
condition indeed ; you cannot live anhour longer; 
and if you die in this ſlate, you mult go to Hell as 
lure as God is in Heaver. O how doth that ward 
"= þ rice 
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firike the man to the heart ! and what a flame hath 
he within! and what horrour 1s his foul filled 
with! It cannot b: imagined what Agonies the 
foul as wcll as the body. now labours under, O 
that I might dic the death of the Righteous! and 
arc all my hopes come to this? woe, woe, woe to 
me poor wretch, whither am I now yoing ? where 
ſhall I now dwell? who ſhall be my companicns 
for ever? O that I had but now a little of that 
grace which I deſpiſed in, others! but it's now 
too late! O my heart, I am pained at my heart ! 
O my breath it 1s going, 1t 15 Jult a going ! O what 
ſhall I do! O "is coo late! O what thall . 
And thus his breath gocs, and his friends come 
round about him, and one lifts up his hand, and 
that falls down agzin like a log, and others fecl 
upon his noſe, and there's no breath, and then 
they ſay he is gone, and fo one cloſerh his eyes, 
and others ſirip him, and Jay him out, and wo 
daies after he 15 put into the grave ; but where, 
where is the foul? And thus one goes after another, 
and ſhortly all! this generation will be ſerved thus, 
And thou, O careleſs foul, as little as thou mindett 
all this, it may be thou mayett be the next, and 
what will becorme of thee 1f death take thee unpro- 
vided ! Now Sirs, what will you do? will you go 
on juft as you did ? wall you put far from you the 
thoughts of the evil day ? will you ſhake oft the 
ſenſe of this as ſoon as you can ? I belicve that 
this is none of the pleafancelt difcourles to ſome of 
you: But I would have you to know that my 
buſineſs is not to plcaſe your fancy, but to ſave 
your ſouls, and to wake T out of your dead 
fcepsz and if 1 do but this, 1 have enough. Once 
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more thercfore I muſt ask you what you intend to 
do; will you 1ndeavour to live to Chrift, that you 
may die in the Lord ? or will you do as others 
do, put off the thoughts of theſe things till it be 
co0 late ?. Is this a queſtion fo hard to be an- 
(wered F Well, methinks the very looks of 
ſome of you ſpcak you to b: perſons refolved, and 
by this time you are ready to ask how you ſha!l do 
co be of this number the thall die in the Lozd, 
and be bleſſed ; how you may. trade foas to get the 
moſt durablc riches and how you inay live fo as to 
gain by death ? In general 1 antwer, If you would 
have death gain, you mult live to Chritt z maker 


your work and butincl(s to fecure an intereſt in * 


Chriſt ; let Religion run thgrow all you do (but 
for your fuller information in this matter, I ſhall 
refer you to the latter end of my Book of Ac- 
quaintance with God, which is now reprinted) at 
preſent my advice thall be, that you would follow 
them who thorow faith and patience are the in- 
heriters of the promiſe; and propole to your 
&lves the examples of the moſt .cminent Chri- 
fijans; ſuch as this precious young mans, whoſe 
Funeral Rites we are now f(olemmzing 3 and be- 
cauſe examples arc very cogent, and affe& moſt, 
more than precepts, I tha!l prettat you with an ac- 
count of ſome of this holy young mans praftices 
and experiences: Take them therefore as I have 
gathered them by my own expericnce and intimate 
knowledge of him ; and as I have collecd them out 
of many ſheets of his own writings. But letit not 
be thought, I beſccch you, that out of cufiom os 
fattery, TL ſpeak fuch Funcral Commendations ; 
were he but a Common Chrittian, I would have 
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foitcxn ſpeaking any thing, of this nature for feat 
of hardening ſinners. I mult deal plainly, I ab- 
ho that curſed flattery in commending all that arc 
buried; as if rodic apd togo to Heaven wer: 2!) 
one. I know many rotten poſts are gulded ; ma- 
ny Sepulchres that are full «t hres, and putrified 
T3 {\cſh, axe painted, and mary Proteflors arc extolled 
b FY at their death, who did nv good wl.tle they 
: lived, except it were the prying tome pittiful pit - 
i fznce to the poor when they could keep It ny 
lopger. I queſtion nut but that thoutends are 
prated upan carth, that are condernned iv Eeaven 3 
and many applauded for Saints, that will be. found 
'S among the Dcvils and damued. Expect it not 
+& therctore as athing like to be uſuil with me to 
it commend dead perions. As I would judge none, 
{o 1 dare commend but few. This only by way & 
Apology. | thall come to the thing promiſed, to 
propole lome imitabie paſſages of the lite of T. M. 


; I. Firfi, He vegan to cok Heaven: ward betimes; 
| he was mad? 10 icm<umber his Creatour :n the daies 
ot his youtn h:s firtt convictions were | at about 
twelve years 0d, but they had no «b:ding, 1umprel: 
Lon upon him, the gicat works was begun to pur- 
polc between (even'ecn and ety htcrn, 1 ſhall be 
the more brief h:re, becauſe you have the account 
more tull from h:s owa hand. The change that 
was wrought upon him d:d cxprels.more of the 
power of God, and the riches of his grace than 
'E @xdinazry, The Lord imade his work upon him 
| wery clear 2nd diltindt; for he broke in upon his 
zou! Lixe an armed mag, and ſhook bim terribly 
2353 tle!) and the terrovrs ct Gul ft themlelres 
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n array againſt him, and che poifon of his arrows 
jrank up his ſpirits, fin did appear in its colour to him 
s ugly as the devil, and as dreadful as Hell it {clf; 
0 that the foundetion was laid in very deep hu- 
wility. O then how frighttul a thing was fin, yea 
d Wis beloved fin, the fia of gaming was made *moft 
d W-3thiome and abuminable, fo that for that he 
Y 
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loathed himielt in dutt athes, and looked upon 
- Whmiclt as unworthy to tread upon Gods ground, 
> ſHird had not God ordered it to as tet the firlt Ser- 
£ mon he heard after this great conviction was up- 
on that Scipture, 1 Zim. 1. 15. he had evenfallen 
d ſhir'o defpair, but the chovghts of Gods having 
t {mercy upon the chieteſt of tinvers, d:d a little fup- 
o Wort his ſoul, and gave him hoprs ct a pole: of 
A Lig faved, 


o | 2. This put him upon fizxong groans and prayers; 
that the Lord would pitty him as ever he would 
lpitty any poor creature in the World, O that he 

; would pitty him; haft thou not a bling for me, 

5 BO Godeven for me, what thall I do, now 1 am 

rt E without God, Chrilt, or Grace, wy condition is 

 F(uch I cannot bearit, who can be contented to be 

- damned ! O pitty me, pitty me, dear Lord, F can- 

e not te!] what in the world co do; mercy, mercy, 

ct mercy, or I am loli, mercy ſpeedily or IT am loit 

© for ever: And fo he continued in a way of duty, 
rcading, and praying, and inquiring, and refolving 
thus to: do all his dayes; and now farewell wick- 
ed company, farewell ſports and yanity and 1dic- 
neſs, the great butlineſs of minding his foul now 

{wailows him up, and after a while he hath a little 

mCc;e peace than he had, but upon further ny | 
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and waiting upon the means, he was convinced thi 
all this would not do without the Rightcouſnefs fff; 
Chriſt : And this brings me co the next thing, Wh 


3. He was deeply convinced of the abſolute ni 


from his own righteouſneſs, to high prizingſÞ: 
and admirings of Chrift ; take his own word 
* And is it truc indeed, hath Chriſt done and ſuffer: 
© ſuch things for thee, O my poor tinful, vile, od 
< ous polluted foul, and what wilt not thou love hu 
*now? Ohthink a little what put him upon 4 
© this, was it any (clf intercit, is he any gainer | 
© thee, he got nothing but gricf, pain and deat 
© Omy foul it was free, pure and undeniable loy 
© that cauſed him to do and ſuftzr what he did 
© conſider again O my foul, what cauſc was ther 
© that he ſhould make thee a partaker of the ben: 
© fit of his blood, what waſt thou, Oh a md 
© loathlome finner, and what wilt thou not yt 
* love him ? O Lord, I am aſhamed of my ow 
© heart, that I cannot raiſe it to the higheſt pitch « 
<admiration of that infinite boundleſs love. 

© love, love, love; O that I could love thee, O Lord 
*I would fain be lick of love, O that I could dy 
© ſick of love to thee, O that I could feel the 
* warming my heart with that quickning bloo 
© which thou ſhedded{t upon the Crofs ; O what for 
* is like to that ; O my foul, it was ſhed for the 
© who was an encmy, a rebel, a defpiſer of Chrili 
© awake © blefled fpirit and blow upon my foul, and 
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*croall Eternity, Amen, Amen. 


, 097 
| thifl 4. He did upon this in. a ſerious ard ſolemn 
fs afranner give up. himfclt to the Lord in a .Cove- 
Fant, (I (hall not repeat the words of this Co- 
xenant, becauſe they are taken verbatim out of 
y book of Acquaintance with: God) and he fub- 
ribed his name to it, and kept it as a witneſs be- - 
rc the Lord, and to quickea his own foul to a 
Tre cloſe walking with God according to the Ar- 
cles of that Covenant. 


hi 5. After he was gone thus far, his bowels began 
0 yern over his Chritilefs friends, forme of which 
| percetve by his letters) began to abuſe him 
eat\Mor his feriouſncſs, and to deride his ftriftnefs © 
nd jeer at his holineſs :; ſhall 1 give you a taſte 
pf his ſpirit, 1 carnot do it in warmer words 
thehan his own which axe as followeth. 
zen: © Yours I received, but whether 1 dare to thank 
T you for it, I know not, for truly I cannot ex- 
Ii preſs the trouble that hath fince ferifed upon my 
ow ſpirit; Oh poor foul, what ſhall I fay unto thee ? 
h of Oh my bowcls, my bowels, they yern towards 

W thee, I am pained, yea I am pained while I think 
ord upon thy condition, what ſhall I co for thee, what 
dy ſhall 1 fay unto thee; I could be contented chat 
cheW* theſe lines were writ with my very heart blood, 
lol fo that they might afte& thee 3 O I had rather 
torf dye than receive another fuch letter from you, I 
che could not reliſh it, it was bitter, I could not fee the 
rilt FW name of dear Jefus in it, — how canI think 
andF* of your blind tuperftition, and not mourn and la- 
rillW* ment over a dead foul ! you fay you are ſorry, and 
* you are troubled, What is the marter, axe you ſorry 
that L ſhould concern my ({lf about my _ 
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© 2nd about yours ; you would not trouble you 
© {elf about thefe things now, if not now, I pri 
* when will you, at the hour of death, at the day df 
* Judgement, O then it will be too late, O now 0 
©never, dclayes are dangerous. - O Eternity, Ete 
*nity, O where ſhall yours and my foul dwcll t 
© all Eternity. Oh either in heaven, or in hell, « 
*ther with Chrift or devils, the foul that fi; 
* ſhall dye 3; your debt 1s great, the jullice of Go 
© rauli be fatished, and nothing can do it but ti 
© blood of Jetus, O for this precious Jefus, mai 
*not light of Chrilt, he is precious, he is altop: 
© ther lovely ; I would not for ten thouſand world 
* quit my ſhare in him, and in that which is the mu 
©ter of your tcar, you complain that I have 1! 
* the wayes of our fore-fathers <—_—_— 1 t 
*you take the ſhadow for the ſubfiance 3 what 
* the Croſs in Baptiſm, . without the Baptiſme « 
<the ſpirit z what good will the bowing at th 
*name of Je(us do them, which perſecute him | 
© his members, and have him not formed in th 
© hearts O that God would cut afund 
your falſc hopes, if Chriſt were in you, yo 
* would rcjoyce to think that he hath been 
*work in my foul, was I born with theſe prin 
* ples which you read in my laſt Letters, I am fur 
*T was once of an other mind than now I an 
© but blefſed, yea admired be free grace, which hz 
* made me to differ trom my {clf and others. 
* am afraid you underliand not my meaning, wit 
*I ſpeak of love to God and Regeneration, as lot 
*asTonly concerned my felf about the World, at 
* not my foal, yoa kindly entertained my letter 
* but no {ooner did 1 fpcak of xepentance, _ 
41a 
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affairs of our poor never-dying fouls, but then you 
re troubled and cannot bear 1t. I tell you 1 lay 
dead almoſt erghtcen years, and then I had a graci- 
ous wound from my dear God, which made me 
cry out where am I, I am undone, I am undone, 
my fin will damn me. O what ſhall 1 do for a 
MChrilt And at this rate he goes on writing 
any letters, which did all breath a divine ſpirit. 


6. He was very ſpiritual in his difcaurſe, and by 
hat he put life into moſt of them that  con- 
Wcrſed with im ; how helpful was he to young 
hrittians! how ready to hearten them up in the 
ayes of God, and how able to diſcover to them 
he policies of Satan ! he was ſcarce in his element, 
but when he was doing or receiving of good, 
e (ftudied Mr. Herbert Palmer's little Book abouc 
Kimaking Religion ones buſineſs, and he did in a great 
Fmcaſure put it into practice : To ule his own expref(- 
Mtiions, © I did, faith he, labour to ſpirjtualize com- 
\mon action, and to fcrve God in ferving my 
© malter with diligence, chcerfulnels and faithfulneſs, 
O what rcſort was there of young ones to him for 
direction and advice in things which they did not 


wu think it fo fit trotrouble their Paltor with, and how 


did he endeavour to (cafon his fellow fervants with 
Werace. When he went to any of his Malſicss Pati- 
ents, how Giligent in uting of means for their re- 
covery, and how careful to drop ſomething that 
might tend to the health of their ſouls, and as he 
had opportunity amongſt the weaker and poorer 
fort, he would pray with them, and O with what 
vehcmency. of ſpirit, with what fluency of expref- 
hon, and-with what mighty affeGions would he do 

it ? 
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zt ? I necd not tell ſome of you, how helpfull | 
hath been co the bodies and fouls of the flick, and uy 
on this account he looked upon it as a great mer}, 
that the Lord had called him to ſuch an employment} * 
wherein he had fuch fingular advantages to deal with 
Ft poor fouls about the affairs of Eternity : I queſtion ng 
"148 but there are fome ſtanding here that have cauſe tw 

| bleſs God that ever they faw his tace, and I belier;Þ ) 


*! 3 

18 that ſome of you that are young and poor will quick he 

"14 ly dearly mils him. % 

[ 

7. He was exceedingly raifcd in duty and one thafff © 
1} injoyed rare communion, intimacy and acquain-if} 
it! tance with God ; and for atout five moneths (as his l 
88 own papers thew ) tbgether, he rarely came into the : 


prefence of God, but he went away with fome (pe 
cial tokens of his love ; ſo that he {aid he could have}** 
been contented to have left the world at a quarter df 
an hours warning : Hear how his Papers (peak 3 * My 
* foul continued (it my heart do not mightily deceive 
*mme) in a thrivirg condition for tive moneths. O the 
*comforts that I then had, they ar: unſpeakable, | 
© feldome went to duty, but carryed my dear Saviour, 
* and brought kim away with me; every Ordinance 
'* * wasa vititof love; my love to Jetus Chritt, and his 
* membcrs whereever I ſaw them was rot to be ex- 
© preficd ; what hatred to fin, what zeal for Gods 
* glory, What yerning of bowels towards poor fouls 
* in the ftate of natures, how beautiful were the feet Y, 
* of the Embaſidors of peace, what a fulne(s and, 
© \weernels did 1 then (ee and feel in Chrift, ever hun-E 
© oring, 3frcr him, and cver fatisfied with him, and 
* him «ions, what 2ffctionns .God-ward, wat de- 
© ſpiling of viſiales, what deep apprehentians of the 
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« wearicdly with him, how did I rejoyce before him 
© with fear, and truſt filially in him with trembling ' 
© © what watchfulnels over my thoughts, words and 
tions : Indeed I was often aſſaulted, but Thad a 
Þ* faithful Centinel which would give warning, and 
* admit of none but (uch as were tricnds to the Lord 
f Jeſus; what low thoughts had I of my ſelf, and 
* high prizings ofa naked Chriſt ! On Sir, in one word 
1 made Religion my butinefs, and was taken up 
with that which concerned the glory of God ; evc- 
'ry grace was at fixife which ſhould cxcell other in 
*;ts a&tings 3, I could never go to market, but L 
hl <ould experience returns of Grace and Mercy. 
ln this I have not varied two words from his own 
writings pn a letter that he gave me, wherein he did 
zricyouſly bewail the lealt departures of his heart 
trom God, as you ſhall hear in the next. 


$, He toak ſpecial notice of his own heart, and did 
the | mightily bewail any deelimings from that vigour that 
{metimes he had 3 and here I (hall again ufc his 
words as they follow-— * But this did not conti- 
* nue long, 1t was as a calm before a ſtorm, for foon 
his | after (my time being almoſt out) I begin to have 
{ome thoughts of my ſetting up and entring into 
*the world 3 but I had no ſooner imbraced the 
* motion, but that very day Ifelta change m my 
"poor foul, viz. a too too much letting out my 


ng | thoughts upon ir, which I molt perceived in duty, - 


*and the devil who long waited his opportunity, did 


I *then, L am afraid, not only parley, but get cntrance, 
le. | © through the treachery and deccitfulneſs of my 
he | © wretched heart, and he told mc that 1 might law- 
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F* Majeſty and Attributes of God, how did I walk un- 
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* fully ſettle my mind upon this, it being a buliaeſs of 
* preat concernment, and that it would be bat a little 
* while, and #1cn | (hould return to my former tem- 
*per in {piritual matters, upon thofe dclutions my 
* filly heart gave way, and | found too much willing + 
*nels of (oul to place its conceras in that matter, and 
*fol lay:ng dowa my watch, foon lolk my former ex- 
© periences, and every day I toand my comforts on 
© the ebbing haad, [ fecretly departed fro'n (3024, and 
* darkened the light of his countenance, that did 
* ſhine fometiines upon my toal, and had not 1ninite 
© grace put a fcatonible word into your mouth to 
© prevent mes, how had I fall:n, and whither had 1 
* gone? ! could not have thought it poliivie that ever 
* my heart thould d-clinz to ttrang,-ly as 1t did. [ 
© that form:xly coall ferve my Milicr taitntully, 
© cheerfu'ly and comtortably, d:d it grutching!ly, and 
*not out of love, though I never fcll to far, (ih:oagh 
© grace) 25 to neglect any thing of his batin-Hlcs, yet 
©: Icfitheright principles of action , and the art of 
© ſpiritua!1z1ng, of eivil affairs; and this laticd for 
© about tarce maneths , Tt 15 fearce to bz thought 
* what pcrplexitics I brought my (:!t into, by my 
© back-flid1922 trom (God ; I have not time to deglare 
© things, and hill, it would bz very unwelcome t0 
*you,; tra:, 1 hop: I did enjoy fomme communion 
© with God whcal wa engaged in datics, clpecially 
*1n that t b: admired Ocdinance of the Sacra- 
© ment and Prayer; but yet my comforts and duty 
© uſually e244 rozcther, I hopz the exp:rience that 
© I have h144 of che treachery of my oawa neart, will 
*mak2 mc carry a lence of my wearnets and folly, 
<foas 12 tara my felt wholly upon the wiſdom 
of 04 ——= ik hays tavs opened my foul to 
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© you, O that the Lord, who firli for his own name 
*fzke ſhewed mercy to ine when I def-rved none, 
- Þ © would now look upon me in my low cliate, and 
/ © * conſult the fame bowels of picty and compaſſion, 
. | which are infinite, paſt the f1us of hate crearures 3 
i | *© that he would heal my back-ſlidiags, and love 
- | © me freely : God is the fame, and changeta not, and 
my hopes are that he will again rcctura and vitit my 
© foul in mercy —— -Aﬀter this the Lord was pleaicd 
to come in again, and he found his former comforts 
in ſome mealure returning aftcr a great deal of pains 
with his own heart, and wreliling with God : Hear 
what language he begins to (peak again, 

© Blefled be God tor what I do enjoy, it is ten thou- 
* and times more than I delcrve, I hope the dew of 
*the fanQuary doth oft refreſh me; and the blood of 
4 Þ © Tefus is my cordial, when I tit at his Teblc, he vitits 
h I © me, and his banner over me is love, I may fpcak 
t | © it tothe glory of rich grace, that my heart is in a 
'f  ©better frame chan 1t was, and Lam more free from 
:r | *diftraQtions in duty;bur yet I am fir trom that tramme 
it | *chatl was once in, my dittemper it lyeth in want of * 
y | © thoſe ſtrong affeRions toGod : and that which hath 
rc || * made mefo tilent to youis the fear of hypacritie 3 
0 If fleſt my tongue thould at any time out-reach my 
n | © heart, I might be far larger, and yet ſpcak none but 
y | his words, this I think may prove that he was a 
x- | very curious obſerver of his own foul, and took no- 
y If tice of the leaſt departures of his heart from God, or 
at | Gods abfentivg of himſelf frogz him. I might tcll 
ill | you what pains he took to prepare for the Sacrament, 
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Y, | 3nd what exactnets he utcd afterwards in taking no- 
m | tice how his foul was affc&cd, & when it was not rat» 
to If fed, what care did he ufe till he found a tretty warumnh, 
Ju, (3 _ car, 
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heat and life animating of him , I might tell you 
how frequent he was in that rare duty of medi- 
tation 3 I ſpeak not this without book, many ſheets 
of his meditations which I have by me ſhew that he 
was no ſtranger to thoſe ſpiritual duties which &w 
underfiand and fewer practiſe. 


9. He was greatly deſirous to be reproved and 
watched over, that of the Plalmiti was oft in his 
mouth, and written in his Letter, Let the Righteous 
ſmite mc, and it ſhall be a kindneſs, and let him re- 
prove me, and it ſhall be exccllent Oyl, which ſhall 
not break my hcad. 


10. He was much exerciſed in acs of mortifica- 
tion and ſelf denyal, he laboured to keep under his 
body, to have the command of his paflions and affe+ 
Qions, very temperate, drinking water, &c. 


11. He was frequently prailing of God and f(ptak- 
ig, well of his wayes; indced his deportment was 
ſuch that he credited Religion, and commended the 
ſervice of his great Maticr, and made people to be- 
lieve that Religion was an excellent thing, and he 
juliiied witdom, and was ablc to fay hcr wayes were 
pleatan:nefs, and her paths peace. 


12. He was a very good Husband of time, one 
would wonder, how one could roll over fuch a deal 
of bulineſs as he did, nut in the leaſt negleRting his 
Maſters affairs, and y& that he ſhould write ſuch 
packers of letters, and pen ſw many Meditattons, 
and be fo very helptul ro his brethren che young 
racn ; How many Books did he read oyer, and a 

cm 
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them to the purpoſe, fo as to make them his own» 
ſome of chem five or fix times over ; and if he had 
no company to dicourſe with, when he went abroad, 


© | he looke ofc into his Pockee Book, which was called, 
n Making Religion ones butingts. 

Fl 13, He had a firong affection for the faithful Mt- 
niſters of Chnift, and was concerned whe ntheCloud 
o began to threaten them, that he ingaged all the 


Prayers he could for them that the Lord would blow 
y | vcr this ſtorm, and | am ready to think that this 
| might haſten his end. 


14. He was greatly afraid of fpiritual pride, fo 


af this end ; he defired me to keep a watch Over him, 
ws and befceched me to diſcover it to him, when I d11 
af any time diſcern the aRtings of it, bac though he 
had great parts and gifts above his age, yet the (ſence 
E of former fins, and his curious obfervence of his 
1. | fcart, and the fence of tree grace, kept him very low. 
Ne 


15. He fcemed to be poſſeſſed with the thoughts 
" of death and Eternity. He had-a ſtrong impretfion 
upon his fpirit of the neerneſs of /his end for about 


TY half a year b:tore he dyed. And, 

__ 16. He was much above the fears of death, and 
-al | from a deep (ence of the reallity of invilibles, and 
11s his propriety in them 3 he thought long for poſſcft- 
< | 97 > and he could (ay I defire to be difſolved and to 


be with Jelus. 

On the Lords Day before he dyed he was in an 
extalie of comfort, and felt what thoſe joyes un- 
{p:akablc in believing mrant, in former tmmes he had 

(3 2 . great 
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»rcat manifcliations of Gods love, Lut never any 
| broke into his foul with ſuch power, and clear evi- 
| l | dence as then 3 he had as it were a profpeR of glory, 
| 2nd foe foretaſtes of that happineſs that was pre- 
vared for him before the fonndations of the world ; x 
and O how did his heart even leap within him to Bt 
thok that within a little while he ſhould fully and | « 
7 eternally enjoy what he now had a little glymple | * 
wh of, —_—_ 
| Upon Mnday I went to viſit him, and found him |} * 
in a very ({weet frame, fo taken up with Heaven, that |} * 
he did even worder at himſelf. I am (faith he) o © 
overcome with the love of Chritt and the glory of | * 
Heaven, that all manner of fear 1s hid from mine 
eyes, and I cannot fo much as think of Hell; or if I v 
do, it 55 with joy that there 15 no condannation to 
oft them whichar= in Chriſt Jcſus : but what do you ſ 4 
Wc think of theſe ehings, 15 18 poſſible that they ſhould IN * 
''Þ be deluſions z O Sir, 1 befcech you be faithfull co my Þ © 
foul, and tc!] me as you will anſwer 1t at the barr off © 
God, what you judge of my liate; I would not for * 
a World be now 1n a feols Paradice 3 and then he told Þ * 
me his experiences, and mtreated mc to fcarch and Þ * 
try vir, and again atid again he expretied his great * 


joy uinver the apprebentions of death, and that glo-Nl * 

[ r:0us Eternity that he was pafling mto; * I detircdfÞ © 

| 'T © caratlily to diſcourſe with you (aid he) becauſe I} «+ 
"= © expe to Jole the uſc of my reafon, and am not | 


© like tro be capable of ſpeaking my mind to youſ 
© hereafter, and then he 1ntreated me to give hiunaſ 
« Funeral Sermon ; And all this he fpake with asf 
much cheertulnefs es can well be imagmed, (peaking 
of deat'y a5 the mott defirable thing; © Q, faith he, 
* taat I were but ten times ticker, 1 long to dye, I a 
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4411, but T would be ill to purpoſe z O dear Jeſus, I 
long to be with thee. 
Upon 7 weſday, his diſiemper grew muck upon him, 
e- Bind began a little at-times to impair his intelleQuals, 
| ; Band yet by tirs he would ſpeak excellently of the 
oO things of God ; being asked whether he was willmg 
d Þ to dye, he anſwered, © That Eternity was too lit- 
ſe F* tle tor tum to praiſe God in for his rich mercy to 
* {ich a poor creature as he was, that the Lord ſhoald 
m | © prepare ſuch an inheritance amongſt the Saints in 
at Þ © glory for him, and that his life was hid with Chrif}, 
{ | * and that when Chrift who was his life ſhould ap- 
of | © pear, he alſo ſhould appear with him in glory : 
ne | 1his morning he praycd for and exhorted thoſe that 
I F wcre in the family, to prepare to meet him in glory. 
to Upon Wedneſday when he had any intermiſſions ; 
2u | hc broke out into fach expreſſions as theſe. © Dear 
id Þ * ]cfus, what art thou doing, preparing Manſions for 
ny | © me? 1 am coming (weet Jeſus, I am coming, —— 
of *©lt is but a little while, a lutle thread, and when that 
or | *15 cut, I ſhall be ſafe in glory. Bring very ill he (aid, 
1d * What if I ſhould live two hours, or :two dayes, 
nd © what is that toa glorious Erernity ? Death, what is 
a Y ©1t but a Porter to open Heaven-gate for me? —— 
0-8 © What is all the World compared to that Crown 
a} © which I ſhall receive ? — Being asked how he 
1} did, he aufwered very well, one ftanding by fail 
oth no, you are very 1I|; he replycd, *I know I am very 
ou ©lick, but 1fay Lam well, becaufe F am as God would 
12Y © have mc be. When I came to him 1n the afternoon, 
al { found him cxcceding ill, and betraying ſome weak- 
vel nts mn his intellectuals, and his &itcourte being, very 
impertinent ; 1 faid to him, your language was 


wont to be ſpiritua!, bur now you forget your felt; 
| *I: 


(36) 
* ft is truc Sir, faid he, but you know what the con: 
« ditton of my body now is, bleſſed be God the roo 
© of matter i151n me. Afﬀter this he was very fill an{ 
quict whileſt I read to him, and fcemed to bes much 
pleaſed at the reading of the fifty fourth, and fifty 
fifth of Tſaish, and gave a very rational account © 


F 


any ſpiritual queftion that was put to him, and very 


defirous that I ſhould pray with him. 

Upon Therſday becauſe of extraordinary bulzne(; 
of my own I could not be preſent with hun. 

Upon Friday he was taken ſpeechleſs for many 
hours together, but according to our Prayers at lat 
he recovered the uſe of his reaſon more than before, 
and could fpeak that we might well underſtand him; 
then IT asked him how he did, he anſwered me St 
elive—After a confiderable pauſe he cryed out Greciow 
F ather, thy Will be dine. Then I opercd ſeveral Scri- 
ptures to him, which ſpeak the blefſed Rate of Szinrs 
mn another World, and when 1 asked him whether 
he did underſtand me; He anſwered, Yes, Tes, and 
wept ſeveral times for joy. Now the Symptomes of 
death approaching, come upon him, ſcarce any pulſe, 
and a dying ſweat, and the laſt words that I hcard 
him ſpeak were Glory, Glory —— After that he 
continued in very great Agonies, and his pangs were 
ſtrong, till about x 1 of the Clock, then he tlept in 
Jeſus : being exceedingly lamented by the yourg 
men of his Society, many of which were about him. 
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with this Young man, before, and 

at his Converſfhon, with ſome Re- *« 
marks upon the fame, as it was 
Delivered to me under his own 
hand ( after I had Diſcourted with 

wh him) by way of Dialogue be- 

ny tween a Miniſter and himlelt. 


nd /41iſter ZZ Hat ought to be the 
great care and duty. 
of every profeſſing 
Chrittian in theſe our 
dayes ? 
Convert, Pray, What may be the reaſon 
np Þ* this your Queſtion? 
:. | 44in. I have very many reaſons, but one 
this, Becauſe it is daily {een that very ma- 
y, who have made great profeſiion of Re- 
1210n, and are accounted amongſt the waſe 
Irgins,fall away, whichis very fad to con- 
der; and | fear that the reaſon 1s, bezs 
| cauſe 
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(14) | 
cauſethere is not that care taken about the 
ſtate of their ſouls which there ought to 
be, now I pray you anſwer me my Queſti- 
on, viz. What ought, &#c. | 

Conv. With reſpe& to the former, It 
ought to be every Chriſtians great care to 
examine himſelf whether he be in the 
ſtate of grace or no, and which way the 
Lord was pleaſed to bring him into that 
blefled condition; fith it is to be feared the 
want of this 1s the great and chief cauſe of 
maps apoſtaſte from Religion, for had he 
ever been truly wrought upon by the ſpi- 
rit of God, had his convictions ( which 
more or leſsall have had ) turned to a true 
converſion, and had his pangs of ſorrow 
for fin but brought forth regeneration, 
thnenſurely he would have been 1n ſuch an 
eſtate, from which all the malice of the 
powers of darkneſs could not have drawn 
hic. 

Ain, The Anſwer doth ſomewhat fa: 
vour of goodneſs, and that you underſtand fai 
with your heart, what you expreſs within; 
the tongue : converlion or regenerationſbr: 
is 2mighty work, and on whomſoever it is yo 
truly wrought, that perſon can ſay ſome-Fenc 
what more or lefs concerning the nature} 
of it, and how it was wrought tn his ſoulz] < 
if the Lord hath ia any meaſure reyealedſſto 
himſcl 
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himſelf to you in this way, let me intreat 
you (both for your own ſouls good, and 
perhaps other ſouls good, but chiefly that 
the Lord may thereby be glorified) to let 
t | meknow the time and manner of his draw- 
o | ing you to himſelf, : by his unſpeakable 
e | love and mercy ? 

e# . Conv. Oh: Bleſſed be God that he hath 
t | opened the heart of his faithful Miniſter 
e | to demand ſuch a matter of ſuch a poor 
"ff wretchas I am 3 oh what am chat I ſhould 
ie} be examined, inſtructed and confirmed, 
1- | about the matters of my eternal pretious, 
h | and never dying ſoul 2 Oh that the Lord 
ic | would fo enable me in this great wotk, 
w || that I may not be found to lye againſt the 
n, | holy Ghoſt, by adding to, or diminiſhing 
an from what I have found; but that I may 
hef| have my heart and conſcience witneſſing 
va within me, that theſe following things are 

ſoindeed. 

ſal 24in. I amglad to hear what you have 

nd faid, and the Lord bring all things concern- 

thing our reſent work into your remem- 

onfbrance, that his name may be glorified and 

tisfyour ſoul much comforted ; and to this 

-yend it will be requiſite to demand of you, 

What conditionare you inby nature ? 

ali} Comp. OSir, A rebel to my God, allave 


ledfſto my luſt, a prodigal to my Father, an 
el 7 ETD I 2 ? alien 
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alien from the Common- Wealth of Iſrael ; 
in ſhort had [ dyed in my vatural ſtate ; I 
had been eternally miſerable, Joh 3. 3. 
except, Kc. 

A4;n. How long did you continue in that 
deplorable condition ? 


Conv. Oh too too long, but yet bleſſed 


be God, and admired be free Grace, that 
ft was no longer, it was as neer as I can 
gueſs eighteen years and a few dayes, when 
the Lord did incline my heart in good ear- 
neſt to ſeek the things of its everlaſting 
peace. 

Min. Well, and how thendid the Lord 
begin with you ; were your eyes never 
opened to feeyour loſt undone condition 
before that time ? 

Conv. Oh yes, when I was twelve or 
thirteen years of age, the Lord djſcovered 
my condition ſo much to me, that I did 
then firmly belicve, all that did ſerve the 
Lord were in a very bleſſed and happy 
eſtate, let what come as could come they 
were happy, and likewiſe that if I ſhould 
then have dycd, I ſhould have been eternal: 
ly miſerable ; having no. hopes 1n Chriſt, 
neither did ! in that condition expect any 
benefit by him; and as I very well remem- 
ber, the Lord made the thoughts of death 
lo terrible, that ] could nat eadure to think 

| of 
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of it, but yet it came ſo much in my mind, 
and did ſo terrifie me, that I cannot expreſs 
how I did dread to think of it, but this 
worked nothing in me, but ( oh with - 
horrour and amazement be it ſpoken ) I 
was willing thentogo to hell, and did re- 
joyce 1n that I could quell my. gripes of 
conſcience, by thinking that Iſhould be as 
well able to endure the flames of hell and 
the frowns of anangry Ged as any of them 
all, and that I ſhould have company enough 
there, and ſo did rejoyce becauſe I was 
willing to be damned, willing to be damn- 
ed; how, what did I ſay ? but ſurely I 
was not ; oh my ſoul, how can 1t be? 
make*anſwer ; was it ſo?yes, and wasI, oh 
was I indeed willing to be damned, oh the 
height,and length, and breadth, and depth 
of the love, and goodneſs, and long fuller 
ing patience of an offended and highly 
provoked God, that I was not then thrown 
into hell indeed ; but that he ſhould ſuffer 
{(uch ſtubble as I was to be 1n his fGght, and 
that the fire of his Jealouſte had not 
conſumed me as in a moment, but: 
{till I went on in fin, as if I would not 
have let God alone till he had damned 
me. 
Min, By what you haveſaid, I perceive 


FT then you were throughly convinced of 


I 3 the 


(118) | 
the neceflity of holineſs, and of leaving 
your fins, and ſerving the Lord, and that 
there muſt be Regeneration wrought in 

ou, before Glorification could be hoped 

or by you 3 but ſurely being convinced of 
the bleſled condition of the godly. you 
could not but ſometimes wiſh your ſelf in 
their condition; how did you carry your 
ſelf under this, did you reſolve that you 
would never be as they were? 

Coxv., Truly, many times I would have 
beenglad to have been in their condition, 
but I was ſo glued, to the world, and my 
fins.that I could not endure to think of leav- 
ing them, yet (to my beſt remembrance ) 
I never reſolved that if [ ſhould live never 
f£o long I would not repent, but that after 
I had gotten a great eſtate in the world, 
and was grown old, and were as it were 
uncapable of taking any more delight in 
theſe thipgs below, that then I would have 
ſet out towards Heaven, and oh I cannot 
butthink (and Idefire with fear and trem- 
bling to think ) what a loathſome Sacri- 
fice | ſhould then have been, even ſtunk in 
Gods noſtrils, when I had given the mar- 
row and fatneſs and ſtrength of my body to 
the devil; then I ſhould have had juſt cauſe 
tofear the Lord would have buryed me out 
of his fight ; Ch 1fay, 1 ſtaid 1u the devils 

| | . | {ſervice 
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ſervice fo long, that I ſmelt fo of fire 
and brimſtone, 1 mean of ſin, that had 


not the body of a Crucified Advocate Je- 


ſus Chriſt, as a Vail, ſtood between the 


" Juſtice of God and my guilty ſoul, cer- 


cainly he would ſoon have drawnout a bill 
of inditment againſt me, and have ſent 
me away with a Go ye Curſed. 

Min. By what you have faid 1 perceive 
you lay under Convictions for about 
6 years, with very little grief or {ſorrow 
for fin, but although you knew what you 
were to do, yet you did not do what 
you did know: I will ask you but one' 
queſtion more before I come to the chiet 
point in hand,and that is this z What duties 
you engaged in in this time, and how you 
carryed your ſelf under them ? 

Conv. Now, even now, Ibeginto revel: 
from my promiſe, but that I might if po 
fible debaſe my ſelf below the vileſt cr: ; 
ture inthe world, I will declare ſomet};:.. 
and enough to make your very hair to ſt :-.: 
an end, and oh that the Lord would :-:,- 
make me fo refle& upon my ſelf, *':. 
may abhor my wretched ſelf in d::!: -- 
aſhes, for (oh Lord) if this v. 
what will? for the greater part of 
years I lived without Prayer anc 
the Scripture, but — mill; 
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y reaſon of my civil education; and as to 
Prayer, (but why ſhould I call it ſo) ſcarce 


ever didI defire that the Lord ſhould hear - 


me ; nay I did often in my heart deſire to 
the contrary, nay more, when I have been 
upon my knees, arid my conſcience hath 
conſtrained me to ſay prayer, 1 have ſud- 
denly received an inward motion to this 
effect, that God at that time was a mind- 
ing other affairs, and that then I might to 
bed and he not mind me; at which moti- 
onlI did, and ſoleft off for that time, and 
at all rimes perfor;ned them againſ(t my 


'will; Oh horrible Blaſphemy, what, not 


God ſee; Ohit wasa wonder of wonders, 
that God ſhould then have endured to ſec 
me any longer out of Hell : (oh infinite 
patience ) as for readipg 1 gotlittlegood 
by it, and defired to get leſs, and as for 
hearing | muſt confeſs that thoſe arrows 
{hot at a venture, Goud did cauſe them ſo 
many times to hit, yea. and peirce too, 
that it buſted both me and the devil to get 
them ont again, and to heal the wound ; 
but utually I fixed my mind upon ſfome- 
what elſe, fo that I ſeidome Jet any ſen- 
tence fink too deep into my heart; yea 
once the Devil and my own wicked heart 
did ſofar prevail, that I was fully reſolved, 
and 1n plain, but damanable terms, I-'did 
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even Curſe God, and as it were bid de- 
kance to all his Ordinances, and did re- 
joyce that I had my tongue and conſcience 
| | ſo much at command ; (oh and how can 1 
| | hold my pen to write this! wherefore do 
1 | inot fall down and become nothing before 
- Þ the Lord of Glory againſt whom thus 1 
$ || have blaſphemed ; but truly 1 would not 
- Þ| have revealed this, had I not ſuch a place 
o | as the 12. of Matthew, and the Z1. verſe to 
- | make to for a refuge.) Afﬀter this 1 was 
d Þ wont to put that ſolemn Ordinance of 
y | Prayer to do the ſaddeſt ſervice in the 
t | world, and that frequently, (O pitty, pitty 
, | it had ſuch a cruel Maſter, )and that was . 
e | lufed it not to help me to deſiroy fin, but 
e | made it a greater cauſe and means of my 
d || ſinning ; for | had got the damnable Art (as 
Ir || they ſay, the Papiſts have at this day, only 
7s | 1did not get ſo much by it as their Father 
o | Confeſlors doth) that if I had {aid but two 
o, | or three ſhort ejaculations, not with half 
et | thedevotion that a Pater zoſter is faid, yea 
| 3 | I fay, I hadgot that curſed Art to reſiſt all 
e- | gripes of conſcience, and co fin freely for a 
n- | month or more; and when conſcience 


ea | would let me alone no longer, then to 


rt | prayer again. Oh Adamantine heart, or 
d, | rather ſtone, that canſt hold out to write 
id I thele things, andnot to quake and trembie ? 
en Agd 
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And now, de his quid dicam? theſe are the 
peccata peccatorum,but whatis that ſoul (ti]] 
alive that hath done theſe things 2 what, 
ſhall a poor worm curſe God and not die ? 
what, blaſpheme the Ordinances of the Al- 
mighty and (ti}] live ? ſure the Jealouſie of 
a holy God-will not ſuffer ſuch a wretch 
to be in his fight : But tell me, 1s this man 
alive ? or hath the earth ſwallowed himup? 
or the flames of hell caught hold of him? 
certainly had he.thus oflended his fellow- 
worms, they could not have born it ,and can! 
think that God will ſufter ſuch a man,nay ra- 
ther Devil incarnated,to livein his ſight?Oh 
my ſoul, make anſwer, what alive? yes,yes; 
but how 1s he ? hath he not his conſcience 
ſeared ? and is not hts condemnation ſealed 
within himielf? and what, doth he not 
look with horrour and amazement for the 
oreat day of the Lord? No, my hopes are 
to the contrary & Nay, I hope, and not 
without cauſe. that him hath the Lord ſet 
apart for himſclf, and to his poor ſoul hath 
he ſhewed ſuch mercies, that it will make 
al! that hear of it to admire, and to ſay, 
What 1s man that thou ſhouldeſt be mind- 
Full of him? but that the Lord ſhould pit- 
ty ſuch a loathſome creature as this, and 
ſhould ſay tro ſuch a vile brat then wallow- 
'ng in 1ts blood [ive ; Oh come, com? unto 
| me 
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me all ye that fear the Lord ; Oh come 
Punto me, and I will tell you what he hath 
it, done for my ſoul; he that is mighty hath 
e * Fdone for me great things, yea almoſt in- 
* Fcredible things, and holy is his Name. 

off 215z. Well (poor foul) I will no longer 
ch detain thee concerning theſe things, but 
an F now you having given me a very doleful 
account of your long convidions, yet (til! 
n? Flying bound with the chains of fio, and un- 
W* | der the command of Satan, which doubt- 
allf leſs had it gone no further, but you had 
T2-$ ended your life before the Lord had turn- 
hed your convittions into converſion , it 
5; would have proved ſuch a worm, that 
CEE would to all eternity have gnawed thy 
ed f conſcience, fo that the pains would have 
OtÞ been intollerable;z but (bleſſed be God) I 
hem in great hopes to hear that from you, 
TeF which will put me out of fear, and give 
Ot me cauſe to admire the goodneſs and 
{ct} power of God:Be very careful to keep your 
heart from pride, and not to attribute any 
ke thing to your own goodneſs, but to admire 
)f| the grace of God, and give glory to him, 
d- and him alone. 

t-Y Conv. Oh ( dear friend) for fo I will 
ad call you, and all that gives me counſel 
about the good of my never dying ſoul, I 
am glad that the Lord hath put this into 
your 
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yourheart, and I dobeg your prayers to 
God that he would (till humble me more f 
and more; forl am ſure pride is a weedfſ. 
that will grow in the beſt garden, much 
more in mine, which is a barren, yet weedy 
ſoil 3 but I havenot done with all my ſoul. 
abaſing conſiderations, for when you have 
heard all (which I through the grace of 
God am to declare unto you )) you will 
then ſay, I have more cauſe to be humbled | 
than ever; therefore pride being fuch an ff | 
enemy, I will earneſtly requeſt you, that 
when you hear me ſay any thing which 
doth favour of my own good, and not ff 
purely of Guds Glory, that you would re- 
prove me, and make me clear my meaning 
LO YOU. : { 

Ain. | have (till more caule to bleſs ff « 
God for you, in that you do fo much 
ſuſpe&t your own heart, which 1s deſpe- 
rately wicked and deceitful. And now to 
our preſent purpoſe ; what reaſon have , 
You to think, that your converſion was 
more effeQually begun to be wrought up- 
on you, when you was about eighteen 
years of age. 

Conv. Oh, I have great cauſe to think 
fo ; for then the Lord was pleaſed to work 
ſucha work in me. that had it been told 
me before, I could not in any wiſe have 
believed it. Min 
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Min. Andnow, what do you think to be 
the firſt cauſe that moved you to ſet your 
face Sion-ward ? 
ed conv, About two months before I ſaw 
ch the finfulneſs of fin, even then when L 
was to every good word and work a Re- 
probate, and did deny no fin, becauſe it 
V-F was fin, although I might out of ſome ſelf 
OF ends,as to deny theft, whoredom,drunken< 
l neſs, and ſuch like 3 not that theſein them- 
ff (clyes were ſo deteſtable to me, but for 
a} fear of outwardtrouble I did not praiſe 
them; but being eogaged in a great fin, 


MF which was gamivg , which ſome may 
- ſcruple, whether it may be a fin or noz but 


to me I amſureit was the occaſion of many 
'E || great fins, as to cauſe me to ſwear and for- 
[wear, and to ]ye, and cheat in great mea- 


1s F fure; and truly I think my heart at that 
lf time was ſo deſperately wicked, that 
© | doubtleſs, had not an Almighty Power pitti- 
OF cd me,l ſhould even have pawned my ſou], 


tor the obtaining of what I then defired, 
then in a paſſion I made a preſumptuous 
P” | vow, that | would leave off that ſport for 


"} oneyear; this was about November or De- 

rember, Wwhichfor alittle time I kept 3 and 
kJ ,ow obſerve the great ſubtilty of the Devil 
- in this particular, tor no ſvuoner was it the 
| rk day of Janawy, but preſently I was 


told 
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told that my vow was out of date, and that 
it ſignified nothing 3 and they being my 


carnal friends that told me, I was willing 


to make my conſcience ſubmit, ſo that | 


 ſoonembraced my old ſport again, and did 


plainly lay my ſelf open to the wrath © 
God for ſuch a great ſin; yet I could nat 
ſo much charm my conſcience, but it would 
often accuſe me for it; but it was not 
many weeks after, but I engaged as deeply 
in the ſame fin of gaming as before (and 
now hear and admire, for even now will 
appear ſuch love, as never any was ever 
ſenſible of, but ſuch as have felt it) having 
been. at the loſing hand, the ſeaſon of the 
night calling me away, I left off, but much 
troubled, and about five in the morning | 
awakened, and then there was a pleaſant 
lightneſs upon my ſpirit, as if it had been 
refreſhed after great trouble 3 what this 
meantl could not tell, yet could not but 


rake ſpecial notice of it, that I who went 


to bed much diſſatisfied and perplexed, 
ſhould, when 1 awaked, ſeem to be ſo much 
comforted,and my tleep for a little time de- 


parted from me, and certainly I had ſome! 


deep thoughts, which now I cannot remem- 
ber ; but the reſult of them came to this, 1 
did then engage wy felf by a freſh vow, 
that the next morning | would play ſo as 

| to 
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to venture about two ſhillings, and if I loſt 
that, then not to play any more for ſuch a 


certaintime, and to my beſt remembrance, | 


t [I(for as I would not add, ſol would not di- 


did 

0 
not 
uld 
10t 


miniſh,and ſo rob God of his glory, and my 
poor ſoul of comfort) Idid at that time hte 
up my heart to God (but with what affe- 
(tions I cannot tell, - I hope not without 
great ſhame) to crave his aid that I might be 
enabled to keep my great vow; and fowhen 
the time came that I was to venture my mo- 
ny, which I thought very long, with-great 
chearfulneſs I went to play, being very 
willing, andI think deſirous toloſe, which 
was ſoon accompliſhed according to my 
hopesz which when it wasended, I cannot 
ſay whatI thought,or how my heart work- 
ed, but as I think that very Yay my heart 
was ſomewhat troubled by what follows g 
for | having loſt a great part of that in 


which my heart ſo much delighted,and ido- 


lized as 1ts God, and reſted in as itsulti- 
mate end, I could not find reſt init as for- 
merly ; and ſo being much troubled, Iwent 
to peruſe ſome toyes that I had by me, and: 
amongſt them there was one Jewe], which 
the Lord was pleaſed to put into my hand, 
(which wasa Book 1ntituled, The Crumbs of 
Comfort the which, when I felt my heart 
ſumeyhir inclined to peruſe, 1 was much 

. perplexed 
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perplexed within my ſelf, and could not but 
wonder what manner of falutation this 
ſhould be 3 and now I hope I have great 
cauſe to acknowledge that the hand of God 
was 1n all this; but 1 will not on this account 
any waies turn afide, but go on as my own 
heart and conſcience now witneſleth to me, 
and I hope the Spirit of God likewiſc ; and 
ſo very delirous I was to know the meaning 
of this dark providence,as then it appeared 
to me to be; that more or leſs for two daies 
together loften peruled more of theBook, 
but my heart was little atteted to any par- 
ticular thing, and yet I was troubled more 
and more within me, and could find no reſt 
for my poor ſoul; and inlefs thao a weeks 
time. 1 think about the end of two or three 
daics, the more 1 read, | began to have more 
deep thoughts, and heart amazing conſide- 
rations, which began to make me exceeding- 
ly troubled, and much caſt down, about the 
ſtate and condition of my poor captive ſoul, 
which as 1 told you before, was almoſt ſunk 
into the bottom of the bottomlels Sea of 


Gods wrath, from which rhere 1s no redem- 


tion, with the weight of its inſupportable 
- ;And now what the chiet aCtings of my 
ſoul were I cannot tell; but ſurel am that 
my trouble dd increaſe yet more and more, 
and I hope it wasfor my fins 3 for I do well 
remember, 
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remember, that within very few dayes, or 
rather hours after, the ſence of my fins 
came tnto my mind, and the fight of them 
was {o clear, and the number of them ſo 
numberleſs, and their aggravations fo 
weighty, and the nature of them ſo de- 
teltable, that what I then felt I cannot 
now pottibly declare. Oh where was 1? 
certainly had 1 been ſurprized with the 
greateſt enemies 1n the world, and my life 
in the greateſt danger, I could not have 
been more troubled, and had I been af- 
ticted with all the tortures that man could 
have deviſed. 1 ſhould not have peen more 
tormented > nay, I think if my deceitful 
heart did not deceive me, that had I been 
n hell amongſt thoſe iofernal fiends, and 
had heard the yellings and howlings of 
thoſe damned wretches, I think 1 could 
not have been much more afirighted, for 
then Idid look upon my foul to be with- 
1 a hairs breadth of Eternal miſery, and 
the condition I ſaw my ſelf then irÞ is 
'nutterable, had there not been an ever- 
aſting arm of power and mercy under- 
cath, Iſhould undoubtedly have follow- 
d the ſteps of Cain or Judas 3 but OBlet 
« and admired be Free Grace : and why 
e, Lord, why Me ? Oh Love, Love, 
ove, even Loye unſpeakable, yea Love 
unutterable, 
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unutterable; and further, in this my trou- 
ble the Lord was ſo far pleaſed topitty 
and (new mercy to my poor ſoul, that my 
ſoul had not very long laboured under this 
inſ{upportable burthen of her great and 
mighty fins, but I perceived a door of 
hope as it were unlatched and ſomewhat 
open, and that if I would but in good 
earneſt turn to God, that yet it was not 
too late, and that there was hope in 1jrae! 
concerning this thing, which conſideration 
did not alittle comfort my poor ſoul ; andſſ | 
then further it pleaſed the Lord to openf 
my heart to viſit one, who thought might] , 
do me much good, and I judged him fiff ; 
to be acquainted with my condition inf [ 
that I hoped he feared the Lord, (and by 1 

a 

O 

] 

t 


the way let me tell you that I did at that 
time unſpeakably love all ſuch, even more 
than my own relations, with humility let 
it be ſpoken ) and when I was with him c; 
he joyfully received me and declared un (; 
to me many comfortable things, which ; 
( through grace) did not alittle raiſe myÞ 14 
dejected ſpirit, and he then lent me a book} ax 
which the Lord at that time opened myth 
heart to alk for (which was Drex. 4, 
Eternit, ) and truly upon the peruſal 0 
that Treatiſe, I think, nay I am ſure, the 
burden of my fins ſeemed to be renewed 
and 
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and 7 cannot expreſs that unſpeakable 
ſorrow which I then had in my poor ſoul, 
Yy$ by rcaton of all its mighty fins, and truly 
SF 1 hope the mercy of God was not a little 
1d} cauſe of my trouble, to think that Tſhould 
ot have none to offend and kick againſt, but 
at | thoſe bowels, yea thole tender bowels of 
odJ} pitty ard compaſtion, which had fo long 
ot | yearned over my poor ſoul, and had ſo long 
2 ſhielded off the ftrozk of Juſtice, which 
on was ſo long hanging over my provoking 
nd$j head ; and then, oh thea 7 did unſpeak- 
en ably defire the pardon of my (ins, and then 
ht did feel the burden of them fo unſup- 
txf portable; that Z did earneſtly beg of the 
inf Lord, that they might be laid upon the 
byf Lord: Jeſus, who was able to bear them, 
nat} and d1d endeavour by earneſt Praycrs to 
Oref obtain a ſmile from God, in and through 
letÞ Teſus Chriſt 3 fot out of Chriſt he waz a 
'imff terrible God, and a conſuming fire, and 
unf i 7 forthwith reſolved to take up with 
ichf all outward dutics, as Prayer, Reading, 
myf Hearing, Conferring with good Chriſti- 
Ok, ans, and 7 cannot but let you know that 
my the firſt Sermon T heard in this condition 
. 4 was outof 1 Tim. 1. 15, where it is ſaid 
that Chriſt came 1ntothe world to fave fin- 
Jners, of whom Z, not Pax! only, but Z 
even Zam chief, and ſo 7 went oa through 
K 2 face 
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fear and trembling, and not without ſome 
Joy and hopes that the Lord who had begun a 
200d work in me,would finiſh it in his good 
time; which God grant for Chrilt his take. 
Min. And is this which you have ſpoken 
from your own experience, Is 1t indeed, as 
I hope it is, then cannolonger forbear but 
ſay with good Zacharias, Blelſed be the 
Lord God of Trac! who hath viſited and 
redeemed his people, and amongſt them thy 
poor foul, and now I ſay again take heed 
of ſpiritual pride, think very lowly of thy 
felf, and give glory to God: And now 
7 Dear Heart ) give me leave for the good || 
of thy eternal welfare to examine thee of |} 
tome things which thon haſt touched upon || * 
in the laſt Diſcourſe, that ſo I may be aſ- I 
iured, that that work which the Lord hath 
begun in thee, may prove asa Tree planted || * 
and rooted 1n thy renewed hwart, by the || * 
Spirit of God, and not of thine own fſct- || © 
ing : And for the accompliſhing of which |} ( 
weighty work, it will be convenient to || © 
enquire what fruit it hath ftince born, for || " 
y 

C 

If 


the tree may be known by 1ts fruit, There- 
fore m brief, what haſt thou found 1n 
thy heart concerning fin ? 

Conv. Sin! Truly I amnot able now to ff * 
expreſs that unſpeakable bitterneſs I then 
- —_ 
ound 1n 1t 3 oh how did I hate it and pur- 
lue 
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ſue it with the greateſt zeal and deteſtation 
poſlible; oh how did my heart rife at the 
very appearance of it, and truly if it did 
not very greatly deceive me, I think I 
hated it more than death it (elf, and ſhould 
have choſen death rather than wilfully 
committed the lealt known fin ; and if 
there had been no hell, yet as I have 
often ſaid,fin ſhould have been my hell, and 
holineſs my Heaven. 

Min. 1 am glad to hear what thou haſt 
ſaid, but what fins, were they thou ſo 
hatedſt, it may be they were great and 
dreadful fins, as Blaſphemy and Murder. 
&-c. but what didſt thou think of heart ſins, 
and evil motions, which I am ſure would 
much beſet thee ? 

Conv. Oh if 1 knew my own heart, 
theſe were the greateſt enemies that I had 
to encounter 3 theſe were they that like 
unto ſo many Goliahs bid defiance to what 
Chriſt hal wrought in my poor ſoul, and 
did endeavour to retake the Fort-Royal of 
my heart which the Lord was about to 
make a Temple for his glorious Image to 
dwell in, and oh Bleſſed be Free Grace, and 
Jet all that hear of this, ſtand and admire 
and give glory to God, 

Ain. The Lord preſerve this blefled 
enmity: {till more and more in thy heart - 
K 3 and 
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and now tell me which way thou werteſt 
abcut to ergage againſt, and fo to over- 
come theſe great Goliahs,though common- 
ly known by the name of peccadilloes ? 
Conv. Oh now, now you come very neer 
me. and this even pterces between the bone 
and marrow, and the Lord who is the 
ſearcher of hearts, and knoweth the 
thoughts and acings of every ſoul, give 
me underſtanding in this point, that I may 
fay nothing but what I really fourd 1n 
my own ſou] ; Oh then I. did preſume too 
much upon my own ſtrength, and did not 
lay them at the feet of Chriſt, whom then 
I hopedIT rook for my Lord and King, and 
did rot (asI fear) wholly depend upon his 
Kingly power, which 1s to overcome and 
ſubdue all thoſe enemies which riſe up in 
the hearts of 1s Children, and make war 
againſt him, and would not that he ſhould 
rule over them, for ſurely had I thus done, 
he would not have ſuffered them fo often 
to aſlault me, and even ſometimes overcome 


; ve, as [ ſhall (God willing ) make clear 


to you by and by. 

Min. Still I have great cauſe to admire 

the goodneſs of God to thy poor foul, in 

that he hath been pleaſed now to open thy 

eyes to lee this thy great miſtake, which 

doubtleſs had not the Lord in time ng” 
a e 
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ed it to thee, it would have proved a fore 
evil, and it may be thou mightelt not have 
ſeenit beforeit had been toolate, and now 
tell me which way thou wentelt about to 
deſtroy thy (ins, ſeeing thou walt ignorant 
in great meaſure in applying the death of 
Chriſt to kill them ? 

Conv, The chieteſt inſtruments. that I 
uſed in this work was Prayer, and ſome- 
times Faſting, which 7 found very pow- 
erfull to batter down the {trong holds of 
Satanin my poor ſoul, for which doubtleſs 
1 was not to be blamed, if ſo be that Thad 
uſed them only as a means to have raiſed 
up my heart to Chriſt, and fo as they were 
appointed of Godto be the way and means 
whereby I might have recourſe to him, 
who alone is able for fo great a work, but 
woe to my ignorant and proud heart, that 
would not totally ſubmit to God, but 
1dolized Prayer, and Repentance, and Fait- 
ing, as if theſe had been the Captains of the 
ſouls Salvation, whereas they are but 
empty 1n themſelves, and nothing worth, 
no more than as they lead me to Chriſt, 
who alone is the Captain and horn of my 
Salvation? 

Min. And now 7 think it will not bc 
amiſs to let me hear how you carrycd 
your ſelf in the great duty of Prayer, 
K 4 - and 
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and how ſoon you entred upon the 
duty ? 

Conv. The Lord was pleaſed within two 
or three dayes after my firſt trouble to 1n- 
cline my heart to ſeek him by Prayer, 
which 7 uſed conſtantly twice a day, be- 
ſides ſome private cjaculations and tighes 
between whiles, and 7 will now tell you, 
that for a little time, about a month or 
two Twas little fatisfied, no longer than 
_ T was engaged 1n ſuch work, as Reading, 
Hearing, deep Meditation, but eſpecially 
Prayer, and theſc, oh theſe were the Phy- 
fitians that /look upon fo much, to work 
ſo great a cure upon my font, that none 
but Chriſt that great Phyſitian could do, 
and truly the belt of the Phyſitians were 
ſo full of 11] humours themſelves, as pride, 
ſelf-confidence, ec. that without the Phy- 
ſick of Chriſts blood to purge and puritic 
them, they would have ſtunke 1n the 
Noſtrills of a holy and pure God, as 4 am 
afraid they often did. 

Min, Now you have given in an ac- 
count about fin, 7 would gladly hear 
what account you can give about the 
wayes of holineſs and of grace, and how 
you began to make your progreſs in this 
road ? 

Corn, 4 mult be bur yery brief her, 
{ 01 
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for 1 have much to ſay about other things, 
but 7 ſhall, as the Lord. ſhall enable me, fa- 
tisfie you in this,as told you before 3 when 
the burthen of my fin firſt came upon me, 
that then, and hkewiſe in the (1x years of 
my convictions, / was fully convinced of 
the neceſlity of living a holy lite, and of 
the Beauty of Holineſs, and that without 
it, there would be no falvation ; for with- 
out Holineſs none (hall ſee the Lord : And 
upon this account 1 allo earneſtly be- 
ſought the Lord by Prayer, and Hearing, 
and reading good Books, which the Lord 
did mightily incline my heart to do, and ſo 
every day, 4 did more and more delire 


| Holineſs, and did earneſtly thirſt after 


the image of God to be renewed upon. 
my heart, fo that in ſhort T found no 
reſt any way but what Z got by living 
holily and abſtaining trom fin, and as 
my weak Phylitians, / mean w Prayers, 
Hearing, Reading. Meditation, Vows, Re- 
lolutions, ©. 4 lay, as theſe was able 
to apply comfort to me. lo Thad it, and 
no longer, being ignorant of the Hife of 
Faith in Chriſt, and truly they proved ye- 
ry bad comfurters, and as 4 told you, 
they wanted Chritrs blood to procuye 
acceptation1n the <ycs of apure and holy 
Cod. which will regardthem with favour, 

> Tic: 
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no other wife than as they are preſented ſhe 
- him ſprinkled with the blood of his ſy 
on. 

Afn. Methinks you ſeem to ſpeak muchm 
againſt theſe duties, and againſt holineſs, cl 
as If they were not altogether neceſlary jm 
to be imbraced, do you not ? as 

Conv. Oh no( God forbid )I hope TI ſhall 
never ſo far ſpeak againſt them as to negletÞ:« 
them 1n the leaſt, but this T have ſaid, ſo 
that 7 may not look upon them any fur-Jh 
ther, than as they lead me to Chriſt, for 
truly 7 have found nothing in the worldſ» 
ſo much hindered me of comfort, ( wil-Ba 
full fin only excepted ) as in laying fofff 
great a ſtrels upon duties, fur certainly, 
had Z laid my foundation ſure upon theft 
Rock of Chriit, and not all upon my owaf v 
righteouſneſs, { ſhould never have beenÞn 
{o much ſhaken, and as 1 way ſay almoſt} C 
overturned with the affaults of ſin and} 
Satan, but he would have upheld me 
with his everlaſting armes, that 7 ſhould 
have been able long azoe, to have tri-F |; 
umphed in his merits, over all the a{Jaules 
that Satan and my own heart made againſt 
me. 

A7n. How long did you live upon the 
ſtock of your duties, before the Lord was 

pleaſed to let you tee your eriour, and 
who 
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ow was your condition all this while as 
you thought your ſelf ? 

Conv, T lived ſo about three years or 
more, and in that time I had ſome fad de- 
clinings indeed 5 every day almoſt 7 loſt 
my God, andthe evidences of his love, fo 
3s 7 thought my ſelf happy longer than 
when T1 could perform duties with .great 
zeal and with ſtrong affections, and thea 
oftentimes 7 could have been willing to 
have dyed ( as 7 thought my heart did 
ſo rejoycein them 3 but when my heart 
was lomewhat dead and flat, then Z was 
at a great loſs, and could find out no reſt 
for the ſole of my toot. 

Min. This which you have {aid ſeems 
to me to be a little ſtrange; why where 
was your faith all this while ? you told 
me before, thar you durſt not look to 
God but through Chriſt, and you ſeemed 
then as you went along to make Chriſt 
your hope and Saviour, and then how 
do yen mean you did not ieſt in 
him 2? 

Conv. This 15 ſomewhat hard to an- 
iwer, but 4 hope you wil! pardon my 
weakneſs, and 7 will rc!l you as piain as 
I can, { and that only as my heart and 
Conſcience witnefieth, and not to take 
the help of :ny book to open it to me; 
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that fo I may with more humble conk 
dence ſay that thete things I have 
down no otherwite but as my own ſpit 
by the atliſtance of Gods Spirit dictate 
to me) and now I will tell you what I mey 
by what I have ſaid, I hope I looked, 
npon Chriſt 'to be a compleat Saviour inf 
every reſpect, and I ſaw my great nee 
of his blood to procure my pardon for 
my fins, and I knew that it was only fron 
his grace that I was in any meaſure ſaniFÞ;, 
fied, and by this I hope I laid all my fin 
upon him, and durſt not inthe leaſt think 
of Antwering for them my ſelf before 
Cod, and jcemedto give him the glory infjy, 
reipet to any work of Holineſs in ny}; 
heart, and lo I cid highly prize him, andf, 
greatly delight tn him, and earneſtly de-ſp 
fired to love him, and more and more toff;; 
ſerve him, and fo I acted faith for threefſ 
years, bur ali this while I was got through: a 
ly convinced of the iwnluflicicncy of my 
own righteouſneſs, fo as to Jay that at, 
Chriſts feet, neither could I fuppoſe it 
that one might be 3 {4.1 by anothers 


n 
an 


righteouſnets, but / ..,- +iat becauſe i 
7 was not altogether | as others, |} ( 
Cas T thought, ) tiucre.: ould fare 
better than others, and '© . mixed myſy 
2wn merits with Chrifts, 4: wcver came Þ |, 
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onfo far out of my ſelf, as to caft my 
* "Sighteouſneſs as well as my fins, at his 
PITF-et, and now what abundant cauſe have 
ate to be humbled, and to lye very low 
erFefore God, and (till more and more to 
ket dmire the infinite mercy and patience 
bf God, Oh that T7 who after 7 was much 
enlightened, and had abundantly taſted 
and ſeen how good and gracious the Lord 
as, T fay that after all his unſpeakable 
Fmercies to me, how he brought me out of 
my ZXpyptian bondage of fin, and loofſen- 
ed me from many ſtrong holds of Satan, 
and brought me fo near to his Fathers 
MBboſome, that 7 was wont to be many 
Mtimes almoſt raviſhed, with the fore- 
nJthoughts of that joy 7 did hope for in 
le-FHeaven. Oh that after he had paſſed 
lf me over the red Sea, and when many of 
col mine enemies were dead and beaten back, 
1-F and that after he had tryed me alittle in 
NY Fthe Wilderneſs of this World, then he 
would have brought me ſafe into Ca- 
It] aa ; Oh that 7 ſhould be fo difingeni- 
ous as to ſet up a Calf ( 7 mean my own 
Righteouſneſs,) and Worſhip that, and 
ſhould do what 7 did more to advantage 
ic F {cf than Chriſt : Oh 7 ſay again, whar a 
wonder It 1s that ever he was pleaſed to 
let me ſee my folly; and oh if he {hou!:: 
Ne: 
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not have done it, yet in this particuly 
how inexcuſable had 7 been, which wil 
appear in the next Anſwer. | 

1tn. Now let me know when, and | 
what manner, the Lord was pleaſed ti 


magnihie his grace 1n convincing you 0f 


the inſufficiency of your uwn Righteouſl: 
neſs, and of the reſting 1n duties. 

Conv, I will likewite make this as plain 
to you, as the Lord ſhall enable me (tf 
that IT may not be found guilty of a fpiri 
tual lye ) and to the belt of my remem: 
brance about four months after my pow: 
erful call, when as 1 thought 7 was al: 
ſuredly in a moſt happy condition, ha- 
ving pallcd through abundant of tryah; 
and temptations, and 1 began to find 
them ſomewhat to {lee before me, ( f 
which you ſhall hear anon more at large ) 
then, oh then the Lord was pleaſed ro put 
into my hand alittle Book, Entituled The 
Chriſtians great Intereſt, by Mr. Guthry, 
which when 7 peruted, 7 found 1 was 
much concerned in it, and was ſom?what 
troubled, but it ſo violently accuſed me 
of my Dalilah righteouſneſs, which 7 lov- 
ing too Well to ſee as I thought abuſed, 
with a ſmall figh or the hke, 1 com- 
manded it to depart, and not to dare to 
come and cortroule my ido! ſelf any more, 
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1Byct it made my way ſo plain before me, 
wilthat 7 could not withſtand it : a little 
while after, the Lord was pleaſed topur 

] ;Finto my hand another Book, for which 
#1 have abundant cauſe to bleſs God, 

| of( which was the Sincere Convert) and 
(reading the Jatter part of that which 
treats concerning carnal Confidence and 

ajof reſtiog in Duties, ( all which did very 
of much concern me) 7 was very much 
iri-f troubled, and began to queſtion my eſtate 
-m-fa little concerning duties, but truly 7 
ww. took fo little delight in this, that 7 ſoon 
aſ:Þ Jaid it by and returned it to the place 
1a. | from whence it came, and likewiſe 7-had 
al;þ other Books as Mr. Baxters Self-denyal, 
nd} which Z read part of with much de- 
off light, as 1n refercnce in denying ſelf-plea- 
e)| ſures, and ſinful recreations and vain 
ur company, &c. all theſe yielded comfort 
to me, becauſe T found, that 7 did really 

ry, | defire to deny my felt all theſe, and made 
a5 | it a great ground of comfort to me, that 
at | {1 could ſo earneſtly deſire their deſtru- 
ne | (tions 3 but when / came to the denyat 
v- | of ſeif-righteouſnels. this was a hard ſays 
g, | ing, andſelf would no: bear it, but away 
a. | 1 went to thoſe Buoks where 1could find 
out 2s 7 thought, a way to Heaven by my 
own. working. and thole that treated moſt 
of 
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of aholy life, was the malt pleaſing to me, 
but when I read concerning Chriſt, or 
heard him taught to me by his Miniſters, 
(for although I have cmitted how my 
heart was in hearing, yet I would de- 
fire you to include that, and to ſuppoſe 
that my heart was itn that, as in Read- 
ing or Conferring with reſpect to the 
ſubjed ) 1 ſay, when I heard Chriſt taught 
by his Miniſters, ether 1n a Pulpit or 
a Book, I much delighted in that I heard 
or read, but when Jultification alone by 
Faith in Chriſts Merits, and living by 
faith upon a naked Chriſt ; ( as perad- 
venture | might be put too upon a fick 
bed. by reaton of a violent difeaſe, or 
the like 3 that I contd not have ftrenyth 
of body nor compoſure of mind to pcr- 
form duties, as 1n a Feaver ora fit of the 
Itone or Gour. &*. ) I ſay when theſe 
aoble and Heaven-bora Myſteries were 
treating on, I was much to {cek, and could 
take but httle comfort from them, and 
ſo I went on from duty to duty, and 
if at any time I found my heart dead, 
and could for that day or week, or 
month it may be. hnd any comfort from 
them, then 1 lived 19 hopes that ajthougi! 
| found not all well 2t preſent, yet it 
would not long continue {0 with me, aud 
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ſo in ſome time Z recovered life and 
comfort again, 1 ſay I continued thus 
for the ſpace of above three years 3 And 
now Z will deciare one thing which did 
© more trouble me than ordinary, and that 
'cYwas 10 Azgrſt laſt, 67. it happened that 
d- Nas 7 was viliting a patient ; ( and for this 
ic thing in particular 7 have caule to: bleſs 
ht BGod "that he placed me in this my call- 
'r fling ) whom we ſuppoſed the Lord would 
rd take away, at that very time there came 
'y Dr. B. to perform as was thought one 
'y Nof the laſt duties he had to :i-> 7T 
d- Find amongſt his difcourſe and ay. 24 
*k Fbade her be ſure to lay all her fins uivn 
Or Chriſt, which T liked very well, but with- 
{N Þall that ſhe ſhould lay all he: own Riyh- 
T- ſeouſneſs at his feet, and not at ail io 
1e kruſt ro any good ſhe had in her (e.f. but 
ic Fyholly ro rely upon the merits of Chriſt, 
re Fyhich when 7 heard, my heart roſe much 
1d Þgainſt what he ſaid, and did much op- 
7d boſe his advice, and thought it not at all 
3d Fonvenient to be {poken, and doubtleſs 
OG, had 7 been in ber condition (T mean 
or No near death as 1t was thought ſhe was ) 
>M ſnd he had adviied me to tte tame thing, 
nd had cleared it to me, oh what a 
Ireadful vilitation had that been, ſurcly 
L 't 
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it would have put my ſoul into ſuch a 
dreadful Agony of confuſion, if not deſpair, 
that ſurely I ſhould have dyed a ſecond 
death befoie I knew the pangs of the 
firſt ; But oh I ſay again who can hear 
of this, and not be overcome with ſoul 
raviſhing admirations of the love, and 
goodneſs, and patience of God towards 
fuch a wretched nothing as | was ; that 
ever he fonld fo long forbear ſrom de- 
ſtroying that foul with eternal damnati- 
on, that would not with the cords of love 
be drawa to accept of fo clear Salvatr- 
on : bur the Lord was pl-ated ſtill to 
keep this 'ipon my heart : And althoughl 
was lomewhat tioubled, but as before. 
again I went to my old Phyfitians , and 
took a ſmall pill of Prayer, compoſed of 
a little fear and humiliation 3 but no foor- 
er it got into my hart, but there 1t wa: 
guilt with price, and fo again becamc 
pleaſant to me, and then 1 thought al 
was well; and | do dchire earneſtly that 
by this, God may be much glorified ;, and 
again methinks | ſind my heart fo migh 
tily inclined to go on 1n this work, which 
at your requeſt (you may remember) 
I was fo unwilling to undertake, that 
nave great hopes there may be the hand 

| of 
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It into your heart to requcit if of mr. nd 
{ pray God. it may be his glory alone 
he | that may move me to 1t, and nvt any 
ar {eIF-pride, truly you may ſay 1 havegreat 
ul cauſe to fear, and not to truſt my own 
nd | heart any more, and the Lord preferve 
6 this Jealoufie more and more 13 me : but 
1ath © my prefcnt purpoſe, and this which I 
le- | am 2vout to ſay, might have proved a 
ti- | great di{advantage to me, but I doubr not 
wel but the hand of God was in it, although 
ti-f| 1 faw It not at that prefent, hit tince 1 
toff have, -and in ſhort it was thus, a title 
hi} while after my laft diſcourſe. as'l think 
re | my Beart was drawn after the vanities of 
od} this world more than ordinary, and at 
off the time I Hkened the eſtate of my foul, 
on-f to the condition of a fair Virgin that had 
ya Many Suitors, but one the would love and 
me chooſe abyve the reit, but ſhe being 
all not yet marryed, they all make out for 
ha her love, which: is no (mall trouble to 
3nd ber, and doth fomewhat make her doubt 
gl which ſhe thall have; but fo ſoon as ſhe 
ch 1s marryed to one of them, then ſhe dares 
er 5ot think of catertaining the others upon 
tur account 5 even io | looked upon 
my poor ſoul. and that it ſhe- was but 
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of God in it, and that it was he that put 
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ſolemnly marryed to Chriſt, (1 mean in 
the Sacrament ) then ſhe durſt not fo 
much as think of embracing either {fn or 
the World, or the Devil, bur till righte- 
ous felt lay all this while ſecure: Upon 
theſe and ſuch hke conſiderations, 7 went 
to a fzi:hful Divine to ask advice of him 
concermg this great duty, and when 71 
was with him, he examined me why and 
how TI came to embrace Religion, and 
when I had given him the heads only of 
the firſt account concerning compundction, 
he aſked me who I might thank for all 
this, but 7 being fomewhat flow of an- 
{wer, he told me Chriſt, and him alone, 
and gave me fome thort but ſweet advice, 
inviting me to be a gueſt at his Maſters 
table ( which was the 1ntention of my go- 
ing, which was more than he then knew 
on) and ſc diſmifled me, and oh how 
did 1 then rejoyce that I was found wor- 
thy to be invited to io great a banquet, 
and now how did 7 think my conditi"n 
unqueſtionable, and nothing troubled me 
but want of aſſurance to perſevere, and 
although the Dodor gave me a great cau- 
tion to lay all upon Chriſt and nor any 
thing upon felt, as 7 now conltider, but 
yet my cyes were {o biind and my __ 
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ſo deceitful, that I ſoon forgot it 3 and 
fo I prepared my heart as well as [ 
Or F could, and fo addreſſed my ſelf to the 
c&- | Lords Table, and was, ſo far as I can 
on | underſtand , made more welcome, I am 
nt F lure than 1 deſerved ; and then I g1d fee! 
IM | the Lord with his cords of love.  draw- 
i ing hard at my poor ſoul, and fo L exer- 
ciſed my love upon Chriſt, ( and ſo far 
nds [ know) enjoyed ſweet communion 
of Þ with him 3 but this laſted no longer, 
N, | than my heart was enlarged 1n ſecret du- 
all Þ ties 5 but when they departed they my 
N” | ſoul mourned, and could not be fati(- 
e, | fed with a naked Chriſt, whileſt my en- 
-E, | largements returned again to me, and by 
ers | this 1 perceive I reſted in duties, and 
0 Fnot in Chriſt, and now once more as 
Wi ſhore as | can, and then | will conclude 
W | with this ; but 1 cannut be fo fhortr, 
2r-F but I muſt a little frand and admire at 
ft, F the unſpeakable long-ſuffering patience 
"Df o' God, and oh that you would help 
Mc me in this matter, for I profeſs I am 
od | much aſhamed, and dcfire to be more, of 
IW- | my own heart, that it ſhould be barren of 
Ny | prarſes to that God, that hath done ſure as 
ut much or more for my poor ſoul, as to 


any fince the Creation of the World ; 
| uy Oh 
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Oh that CF:1{ſt who could have raiſed a 
Chiid out of the very ſtones, that would 
have done far more for him than 1 have 
or can do: Oh I ſay that he who could 
with one look have looked me 1nto Hell, 
ſhould fo long ſtand at the door of my 
heart, and knock till his head was filled 
with dew. and his Locks with the drops 
of the night : Oh that he ſhould ſtand 
weeping, knocking, begging, and wait- 
ing. and crying, Open to me 5 Oh that 
his tears ſhould begg, and his groans 
knock, and that his patience ſhould carry 
and watt, and all ſhould fo long cry, 
Oh opcn to mc. Gcprn to me, Oh that fin 
and fclft ſhould loage 1n my heart and 
Chritt wait ſ61long at the door 5 Oh, that 
I ſhould carry diampation within and let 
ſalvation waite without, and now I ſhould 
00 about to offer praiſes to God for 
this ; Oh } with thac I could, but truly 
I cannot as 1 would; Oh 1 cannot, andI 
humbly delire to acknowledge the bar- 
renneſs-of my heart 1n this, and am fi- 
lent, and now pray lend mc your patienct 
but a very little, and I fear your heart 
will be {traightencd with pratics to God 
as well as mine: for now the Lord was 
pleaſed to encline my heart to read part 


Qt 


of two books, one of the two. was that 
winch I above iwo years before rejected. 


3 will nzme them ( viz. the fincere Coa- 


q vert and tvund Believer, both by one 
| Author. 7. S.) and when I was Reading 
| cyuncerning the fouls reſting in duties, and 
how hard athing it was to forſake all its 
own good, and wholly to throw it ſelf 
| upvn anaked Chriſty and then concerning 
I the wuaturc of true humiliation, I was much 
J troubled and my thoughts were much per- 
plexed. iniomuch that I thought to open 
my cale to {ume Divine ; but tothts trou- 
ble anothcr was added, which was that at 
that time the Lord was pleated to let me 
ice my own n{kednels fo much, and that 
v hich I rook to be a covering to it, made 
it ſeem to be much more naked wanl 
could have imagincd tt ta ve + that then 
I thought the mure I praved, the more L 
tinned, and the more ] Counfelled and Re- 
pented, and Bewailed my oven wretched 
heare, e{peciatly in the time of duty, the 
more I had cauſe to do fo {til}, and now 
| looked upon my {elf in a moſt fad and 
deſtitute condition, tor ho could 1chooſe 
when I faw my own goodneſs departing 
from me, which 1 idolized as the rock 
of my Salyation, and whcn I ſaw ſuch 2 
L 4 numbalets 
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numberleſs number of fins come afreſh 
into my mind, eſpecially in the time of 
duty, that it ſeemed to me, as if the De- 
vil had conjured up all thoſe fins that 1 
thought was long before (lain, and he 
himſelf had been their Captain, and had 
unawares aflaulted me, and had taken 
my duty which 7 made then the Captain 
of my Salvation priſoner, and 7 alone 
left to encounter with them without the 
leaſt weapon to defend my poor ſoul, 
and oh had theſe and che pangs of death 
met together, Oh what horrour and 
amazement would there have been; but 
bleſled be God it was betore ; now to 
ſay, how long I was 1n this caſe, I can- 
not well tell; but 7 ſaw my idol God 
ſo Kcuied and condemned, and my ha- 
tred to him was ſo preat, that 7 hope 1 
did defire never to ceale my earneſt 
Prayers to the true God, that he would 
have this uſurper executed, and likewiſe 
I did, as {7 was able, eargeſtly begg of 
the Lord that he would give me ſtrength 
to relift him ſo that he mighr never lit 
upon his Throne more, and then I did 
ſee ( rhrough admiring Grace ) the want 
of Chriſt wore than ever, not only to 
cover my fins, but my rightequlnet{s ro0; 
then 
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then oh then 7 beganto prize Chrilt more 
than ever, oh then 7 did deſire to fay 


from my heart none but Chriſt, none but 
Chriſt ; oh all the whole world for 


Chriſt, yea ten thouſand Worlds for a 
Chriſt 5 and then 7 did deſire to ſay with 
Luther, that if 7 was able to keep the 
whole Moral Law, I would not truſt to 
this for Juſtification, 7 would vail and 
{toop to Chriſts merits, and now 1did find 
it a more hard thing by far, to get out 
of my ſelf, and from truſting to duty, 
and wholly by faith to rely upon Chriſts 
merits, than ever 1 found it to leave fin, 
and then me-thoughts 7 found it a very 
hard thing to be a Chriſtian, and that 1 
was pallive all along and was not able 
to move a ſtep further than the Lordup- 
held and led me, and oh that I could 
make the reſult of this great mercy plain 
unto: you, truly ( Tbleſs God) I can fay 
a little (but under this very trouble, 


my ſoul ever fince hath groaned within: 


me, and Ido gefire that it may ſtillgroan 
more and more, and never leave groan- 
ing, til] its groaps pierce the very clouds, 
and ſound through Chriſt fo loud into 
the ears of the Almighty, that for Chriſt 
his ſake, he would have pitty and com- 
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paſſion upon me, and would not ſuffer 
that Tyrant Self any longer in the Ical 
ro bear (ſway 1n me, and that he vw 4..d 
be plcaſed ſo to ſhew me my va wn 
worthineſs,” and the inſufficiency of ail 
inherent goodneſs to [111d me inthe lcatt 
ſtead jn matters of Jiuftiticaition, ithat io 
7 might prize Chriſt an Cluilt alone, I 
and rely wholly upon his merits fur par- i, 
don, lite and falyation.) Now 1willde-J, 
clare to you how the Loru was pleated 
to deal with mesz {och etter I {avwy tans | 
my condition tn reſting tw my own 1up- [ 
\ 
l 
l 
| 
| 
| 


poled goodneſs 5 Sacrament day being 
agam ncar at hand, the Lord yas plealed 
to incline my heart to ingage in that fo- 
!emn and moſt” Sacred Cuty, now having 
iol't my ſuppoſed wedding gariment, 1n 
which I ſuppoled my felt to be very come- 
ly and much to be delighted in by Chriſt, 
and ſeeing my own nakedneſs and detor- 
mity ſo much, that 1 could not imagine 
how 1 ſhould pofſiibly be accepted ot by | , 
Chriſt, that ſo my trouble and burden | | 
was ſo great that I found it almoſt in-F 
ſupportable, and fearing leſt Gods frowns 
and my awakened Conſcience ſhould more 
and more {ciſe upon me, eſpecially at 
that ſacred ordinance, I fay in this point 

I was 
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{ was more than I cy think of amazed, 
and couljd not tell .;wiat to do + And 
now my dear HeawWhly Father (Who was 
alwaycs more ready to help than I to 
crave ) did then doubtieſs wait to be 
gracious to my poor toul, and did abun- 
dantly magnifie his grace to me 5 tor now 
he was pleaſed to itrixe one Scripture 
very deep into my heart, which was as 
comfortable and as ſure an Anchor as my 
poor laden ſoul could be held by, and it 


was this, 0h Iſrael thor haſt deſtroyed thy 


ſelf, but in me is thy help, Hoſea 13. 9. 
which ſoul-cordial Scripture ſcemed to 
me, as if I had heard the Lord ſpeaking 
to me after this manner ; oh thou affict- 
ed, tolled with tempeſt and not com- 
foited, although thou haſt ſo long griev- 
ed mc, and provoked me to deſtroy 
thee, yet now, even now, if thou wilt 
endeavour ro know, i fay even now in this 
thy day the things of thy peace, perad- 
venture they may be found, but never 
look more for peace from any thing in 
iiy felt, but wholly look up to him, 
vho tells thee, although thou haſt de- 
troycd thy ſelf, yet in me (if in any ) 
i» tity help found, and then further the 
Lord was pleited to put 1t into my heart 
to 
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to examine my humiliation more ſtric- 


ly, which when 1 did, 1 ſuppoſed my 


heart never heretofore to have been 
truly humbled as it ought to have been, 
yer I hoped the Lord was about this 
reat work now, by what I have betore 
related, and my reaſon was, becauſe 1 
never. ſo far as | knew experimentally 
underſtood the” meaning of ſome Scrip- 
tures, as then were opened more plainly 
to me, and chey were ſuch as theſe ; 
CAnd truly this was it that incline( 
my heart to partake afreiz of the 


' Lords Supper) The whole need not 


a Phyfitian but they that are fick, and 
That Chrilt came not to call the Righte- 
ous but Sinners to Repentance, and con- 
cerning the Publican and Pharilee, and 
ſuch like 3 and 1n ſhort, although 1 had 
been fick of ſin, yet never before, than 
of ſclf-righteouſne(s; now lecing my lelt 
fick as much of the one as of the other, 
therefore I hoped Chriit would be my 
Phyſitian 3 and that in him my help 


ſhould foon be found, and thus 1 did en- 


deavour ro humble my ſelf, and to ſee my 
own vileneſs and ficknels more and more, 
and did in this much begg cf the Lord, 
that he would {ti]] humble me more and 
more, 
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more, with a clear ſence of my own de- 
forwitie and nakedneſs, that ſo I might, 
ſeeing my great need of Chriſt, more 
and more hunger and thirſt after him, 
and ſo laying my ſoul proſtrated at Chriſts 


[cet , and as 1 hope did really fee my 


great want of him, and ſo would not 
depart aay way from him, but reſolved 
that if 1 dyed 1 would dye there, and 
thus I argued with him, Whither thould 
1 go but unto thee, thou haſt the words 
of eternal life, and although I be a dog, 
yet thou haſt crumbs, oh ler not my hun- 
gry ſoul, famiſh for want of food 3; Oh 
1 dare not, oh 1 will not depart, oh Lord 
although 1 have deſtroyed. my ſelf, yet 
Lord haſt not thou told me that in thee 
is my help found 3 oh make good th 

word unto thy ſervant in which thou ha 

cauſed me to hope 3; and truly the Lord 
was not very long in making good his 
worg to my poor 1oul, for then 1 won- 
derfally fele him drawing me up with 
the Cords of love, pitty aad compaſſion ; 
and at the ends of which cords ( for me 


to take the better hold, or I rather think 
that he mighr take the better hold of- 
me ) he was pleaied to fiiten fuch Scri- 
ptures as theſe, 1 will name but three. 
for 
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for each cord one. and a threefold cord 
15 not eaſily broken : the one was the 
55th. of 1faiah, and the firſt verſe, Hoe 
every one that thirſteth, come ye to the wa. 


ters, and drink, and he that hath ro mul 


x£y, yea that was 1t I waited for, { for | 
bleſs God at that time 1 hope I had none) 
come ye buy and eat, yea com! buy Win! 
and 1lk ( oh Bread and Water was too 
good for me and more than 1 deſerved ) 
without money, and without price, Oh theſe 
was ſweet to ſuch a poor ſoul as mine 
was, and then another was this, Revel. 
22.17. And whoſoever will, let him take of 
the water of life freely, hearken ſoul, Free- 
iy, Oh Chriſt will not be bought with 
any thing the Creature can give, oh no 
all is grace, and then the other which 
worked the 'moſt powerfully upon my 
heart was Matth. 11.23. Coxe unto me al 
Je that are weary aad heavy lidew, and I 
will give you reſt ; ard theretore, 1 now 
ſeeing my {elf weary with my own du- 
ties, and heavy laccn withmy own Righ- 
tcouſneſs, as well as with my fins, which 
betore I could not ſo clearly jay, oh 


how fiveet, how {woet, how incompara- 


bly ſweer was this word Come ; and to ff 


upon theſe accounts. the Lord was pleaſed 
| to 
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io enable me, to ſee how, then, even 


then, he was pleaſed to call, as it were 
t» my poor ſoul in” particular to come 
unto him and ſubmit to his grace ; and 
{o with great hungrings and thirſtings 
after Chriſt to cover my poor foul from 
the eye of a juſt and holy God through 
ſyme fear, and as I hope with great hu- 
miliation ( althouth not fo great as I 
would have had it ) with ſome hopethat 
the Lord would meet me, and bleſs me : 
| approached to the ſolemn banquet 
where I did not only taſte and fip a lit- 
tle, but obeyed as the Lord cnabled me 
that great command when he ſaid, drink, 
yea drink abundantly, oh my beloved ; 
then, oh then | did earneſtly endeavour 
to make the eye of my ſoul ſo ſee him, 
and my heart ſo embrace him, that from 
thencetorth I might tully {atisfie my ſoul 
with the enjoyment of him, and him alone, 
and not fiom any thing that {elf or the 
World prelented to me 3 and now me- 
thought 1 was much comforted, and did 
endeavour from that time to this, to 
own pothing for a comtort or cauſe of 


' rcjoycing, but as it lead me to Chriff, 


who alone 1s the Author, and 1 hope 
the finiſher of my Faith, and the Horn 
of 
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of my Salvation 3 and with this Cauti- 

on, I will conclude this tedious diſcourſe 

as I fear it may be to you ( although 

to me through Grace very pleaſant ) 

not that hereby I mean to neglect any 

duty whatſoever I know to be my duty, 

or think chem indifferent whether they be 

performed or no; oh no I ſay again God 
forbid, but this I defire to do through 
grace, but not ſelf, (and the Lord of his 

infinite grace inable me, that | may ſo far 
honour and reſpect them, as I find them a 
means to carry me to Chriſt,) for which 
cauſe I think they were appointed, with 
reſpett to the glorifying of God, and ſuch 
like ; and now if I know my own hearr, 
and for fear it ſhould deceive me, I will 
begg of rhe Lord that whenever I hear 1 
may hear for Chriſt, and whenever I pray 
I may more and more make clear my 
intereſt in Chriſt, and whenever I per- F 
form any duty whatſoever, I may more 
and more pet into Chriſt and more out 
of my ſelf ; And now you have heard 
all that the Lord hath (out of his abun- 
dant grace) enabled me ( from what 
I have found, as I hope 1n great mea- 
ſure wrought in my own heart) to de- 
clare unto you. and for fear I ſhould 
Te 


I1O1 


. lin this weighty matter be guilty of a 


lye and ſo delude my own ſoul, I will 
with great humility acknowledge, that 
every particular in this latter clauſe (I 
mean in the Lords dealings with me fince 
I firſt received the Sacrament ) I can- 
not ſo fully clear as I would I could, 
but I hope { need not to fear, bur that 
| have felt all that I have ſpoken of 
working more or leſs upon my heart : 
but whether juſt in order as 1 havede- 
clared them, I cannot punctually ſay, 
but do earneſtly begg that the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt would be ſo pleaſed, as to 
fprinkle what I have ſaid with his own 
blood, and that whatever ſins of fail- 
ings there may be in it through the 
pride or ignorance of my own heart, 
oh I do earneſtly again beg of God, 
that for Chriſts ſake, he would look 
upon what I have done ſo as to par- 
don all that is amiſs, and that he would 
in his due time open my eyes to ſee my 
errours and to amend them 3 and now 
I do earneſtly beg your advice concern- 
ing theſe things, for as I ſaid before, 
my heart doth mourn withia me, by 
reaſon of that intereſt ſelt got in me, 
and I now fiad it ſo very hard to be 
overcome 5 
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overcome; but I have already told you 
my c<arneft deſires concerning this, and. 
oh that I could prevail with you this 
once to allow me an intereſt in your 
Frayers, and for what doubtleſs you 
wiil knavuw better than 7 can tell you, 
but e'p«cially for this, that he. who is 
the icarcher of hearts, and knows the 
ſizre of every ſoul better than it doth 
t felf, would be pleaſed that if I bede- 
ceived for Chriſts ſake to undeceive me, 
and prant that if 7 have not true grace, 
7 may ::>t think 7 have, and ſo be in a 
Fools Paradice, and that the Lord who 
is my heart maker, would be my heart 
ſearcher, and my heart diſcoverer, and 
my heart reformer, and that the Lord 
may ſo do, 7 ſhall not ceaſe to be an 
=2xaett iuitor at' the Throne of grace ſo 
iy: as I am on this fide the grave. 
417 What, becauſe all 1s not ſo clear as 
7 could wiſh they were, ſhall 1 be caſt 
7. 3d my foul diſquieted within 

i. 14 7 was ſorry that God hath been 

i at work in my ſoul, or as if 


2 ib. te jeko nt was not able to finiſh 
«vi,*. he harh | _ and ſo rob God 
glory. 4 my poor ſoul of Com- 


' not 


not ſo to be, T7 fear+-there is much of 
ſelf 10 this who 1s ſomewhat troubled to 

nd | fee the glory of its Temple ſo much de- 

his | faced, and its treachery ſo much found j 
ur | out, and ſo much out of Favour, as ne- + 
ou | ver more to be embraced again 3 And is 
U,ſ it ſo, is God indeed become my God, and 
if can 7 indeed ſay with Thomas, My Lord, 
hef} and my God, my Chriſt, and my Saviour ; 
Yth] Oh I cancot torbear to ſay, Lord who 
le-f| is a God like unto thee, Oh God, there | 
Ne,} is no God hefjdes thee, and oh what is . 
Ce, | man that God ſhould be mindfull of him! 
1 4] and what am I, ſurely the worlt of men, 
ho] that God ſhould ſo regard me ; Oh that 
att} 7 could now, even now this once from S 
nd] the bottom of my heart, bleſs and ad- 
rd} mire him ; but oh what a dead and bar- 
af ren heart have 7, that cannot worthily 
10] praiſe him 5 Oh my ſoul bleſs the Lord, | 
Ve-f and all that is within me, bleſs his holy 
3} name, bleſs the Lord oh my ſoul, and 
alt forget not all (nay not one of ) his be- 
ual nctits : oh if I had the tongue of an {1 
Dy Angel, and all the Angels in Heaven to 
iff aflict me in this great work, yet 7 fay, 
iſh} we could never (uthciently utter my 
od} dear fathers praiſes 3 and now ſhall my 


MJ faith triumph, and my heart be glad | 
zht M 2 | and | 
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and my glory rejoyce, but not in ſelf, or 
in any thing or my own, but in him, 
and him alone who 1s the God of my 
Salvation 3; Wonder oh Heavens, and be 
moved oh earth at this great thing 
which the Lord hath wought in my ſoul, 
be aſtoniſhed and even raviſhed with 
wonder, tor the infinite breach is ina way 
to be made up, the offender to be ap- 
peaſed, and God and my poor foul to be 
reconciled; and oh my ſoul, what if theſe 
be ſo already, or what if one had told 
thee of theſe things ſome five years agone, 
curtuinly they would then have been tov 
great for thy belief; but what, ſhall they 
now be ſo ſmall as not to be worth thy. 
pirate ( oh difingenious foul :) Oh Lord 
pardon my unthauktulnelſs ; oh that all 
the Angels 1n Heaven ſhould rezoyce and 
bleis God for what he hath done tor thee, 
even for thee, tor my peor foul ; And 
what, canlt not thou find in heart to en- 
deavour to ſet forth his praiſes as much as 
thou art able, that ſo it may be known 
that at leaſt thou defireſt to give all the 
glory to Ged, and not to dare to take 
any to thy ſelf ? oh my ſoul, what fſayeſt 
thou ? What ſay 7 ? oh 7 ſay again not 
unto me, nut unto me, butunto the groah 
. an 
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and glorious Jehovab be all the glory given. 


And becauſe I hope thy deſires are greater 
than thy expreſlions, therefore tail not 
my ſoul to ſhew forth thy love and praiſes, 
by giving up thy ſelf wholly to terve, and 
love, fear and admire that God, who hath 
done ſuch great and wonderful things for 
thy ſoul that paſleth thy underſtanding : 
My Beloved 1s mine, and 1 am his 3 oh 
how art thou ſure of that > What is the 
peace concluded ? oh happy Concluſion ! 
oh blefled Conjunction ! ſhal} the Stars 
dwell with the duſt, or the wide diltant 
Poles be brought tro mutual embraces, and 


| co-habitation ? but oh my foul, here the 


di{tance is infmitely greater ? And now Re- 
joyce O Angels, thout O Scraphims, and 
all the friends of the Bridegroom prepare 


an Epithalamium, be ready with the lar- 


riage Song ; loe here 1s the wonaur of 
wonders, For Jehovah hath or 1s about 
to betroth himtelf for ever to his poor 
Captive, my poor ſoul; And 1s he fv in- 
deed as 1 hope he 1s, then he owns the 
Marriage before all the World, and is 
become one with me, and 4 with him. 
Andnow,O my Lord and my God, cau' 

thy face to ſhine on the ſoul of thy 1 

vant. and ſhew him more and more | 
M 3 vilen« 
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vileneſs that he may lye very low even in 
the Duſt, and be humbled at thy feet, and 
let the work which thou haſt begunin the 
heart of thy poor Servant be eſtabliſhed 
for ever. and do more for me than 1 can 
require, that thy name may be Magnified 
for ever, and that all that hear of this 
may ſay, The Lord of Hoſts is the God 
of Iſrael, 


Amen, Hallelujah. 
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Saint, on Rep. 2.11, 

Walking in Chritt a ſign of our right re- 
cctving of Chriſt,on Col.2.6, Light 
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Light Diſcovered, and Man Recovered, 
ON I 7774. 1. 10. 
Chriſts Temptation, the Saints Suppor- 
tation, on Heb. 2. and the laſt Verſe. 
Chriſts proviſion tor mans DireQion, on 
T/a. 40.11. ns 
Heaven upon Earth, or the Beſt Friend 
in the Worlt Times. By James Janeway. | 
Unhappy Proſperity expreiied in the 
Hiſtory of 41:45 Sejanvs, and Philippa the 
Catarmian. 
The Practice of Quietnefs, directing 2a 
Chriſtian how to live quietly in this trou- 
bleſome World. 
The CHURCH MILITANT, Hiltori- 
cally continued from the Year 33. to the 
Year 1640. By Sir Wiiliaz Vaughan, Knight, 
A moſt Comfortable and Chrittian Dl- 
ALOGUE between the Lord and the Soul. 
By William Cooper, Lord Bilhopof Gal/oway 
The Vertue, V igour, and Efficacy of the 
Promiſes Diſplayed 1a their Strength ani 
Glory. Duly methodifed, and hitly applycd 
to every Chriſtians particular Cafe anc 
Condition. In a Solilogny, wholly Scriptu 
ral, between the Sox! and the Comporterl 
With a Divine Rapture of the Sozl, nov 
reſting ſatisfied by the Spirit of the Hoſp 
Promiſe. By Tha Henderſon. | | 
Hollirgworths Jaſtihication. In Daodecinn 
- 4 NS8, | 


